Early American Culture and the Growth of
Baseball by Johp Wilkerson

Since the early days of human history man has been
playing sports. Whether it was a radimentary form of
basketball played by the Aztecs, where the loser lost
his head, or modern day horse racing, where a loser
loses his shirt, sports has been a part of human cul-
ture. The idea of sports as a part of a people's culture
15 just as true for the peoples of this country's early
history. And despite the strong condemnation during
this period from religious groups such as the Punitans,
and from the fronter culture that thumbed its nose at
leisure activity, sport has become one of the most im-
portant parts of our modern day culture. And in the
beginning of this coun- =
ury's history, one sport
existed that has endured
the long journey from its
infancy, and has become -
the most popular sport in
the country; Amenca's
past ume, baseball.
Baseball's importance to
Amenca's culture could
never be accurately
gauged, or completely
understood. But, base-
ball's evolution from
humble beginnings to ma- “Base
turity can help us under-
stand the development of
American culture in this country’s early history. Base-
ball's evolution consists of three stages of develop-
ment: its infancy, its adolescence, and its drive to ma-
tunty. Each of these stages reflects the development of
Early Amencan culture. Baseball's infancy shows the
game in its earliest stage as unorganized, rural, and
unpopular, tllustrating the emphasis of fronuer life
dunng this time, and its sole focus on survival, that left
no time for recreation. As baseball progressed to its

- adolescence, the game became more popular as
the market revolution created boomtowns with a
| thriving muddle class, and newfound time to in-
dulge in sport. And, finally, as the game stum-

| bled its way into maturity, it became more or-
ganized, reflecting American culture's love for
I;lssurialjtms. societies, and early interest groups.

The colomal penod of early America finds base-
ball at its beginnings, as a rough, rural unorgan-
1zed game, played little, and condemned by

o many. Baseball

began as the
country was fo-
.. - cusing its ener-
gies on establish-
% Ing a stable life,

* and looking for
=~- good prospects
for the future.
‘9 The first men-
tion of baseball
came in 1700

. = Y from a Puntan
i e T Reverend, Tho-

Ball” from the Book of Sports, 1834  [IECAIEINSWS Sty

wrote that he
had "seen...

| baseball, cnickets, and many other sports on the
| Lord's Day.” It is noted by Robert Henderson

| that the entry was recorded with condescension.

Once again 44 years later in the children's Little
Pretty Pocket Book. The book included a
woodcut illustrating the game, and a description
{and moral of the sport in the form of a rhyme:
CONTINUED PAGE 7
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L etter from the Editor

Gentlemen:

First of all, I would like to apologize for
the late nature of this issue of the newslet-
ter. I had planned on getting this out
early in July, but my real job (running a
brewery), has been taking up all of my
time, and more. J

Secondly, I would like to let you know of
some proposed changes to the newsletter
over the next couple of issues, starting
with this one.

In this issue, I will begin to publish scores I
and game accounts from modern vintage
games. The accounts I receive are from
players or tally keepers from one of the
teams playing.

If there seems to be several teams men-
tioned again and again, this is because
this is the only information that I am re-
ceiving at this point.

If you'd like to see your team in print,
send articles to Stinky Freyer at Fry-
orama@aol.com or fax to 708-499-6181.

I am particularly interested in formation
from areas that have not seen much cov-
erage, Old Bethpage, Colorado, Ne-
braska or anywhere else there is a match.
I feel that if I can provide information

| lack of space in this one.

| I would like to say that it was invigo-
| rating to play 1876 ball, when I usu- |

and game summaries, that this may
spur interaction between the teams !
from different areas and from differ-
ent eras.

I recently made the trip to Hartford
and played as a baseball mercenary
for the Hartford Dark Blues. That
tournament will be covered in the

next issue of the newsletter, due to

ally play 1860 or 1858 ball.. You do |
get a sense of the changes from year
to year.

I think that events like this are good
for vintage baseball and should be

l\lcc]) those

game

ACCOLILS

coming!!! |

| viewed as such, regardless of what
| year or years are represented. If you
| have the means, I highly suggest at-

tending next years tournament, |

know I will.

| Lastly, we will be slowly changing the
| format of this newsletter. The current |
i issue is produced on Microsoft Pub-
lisher. Thanks to my friend John ,
Wells, I now possess a Quark Xpress |
program, that will help provide better |
images and clearer tn-types and gives |
me the ability to communicative with
Mac applicatnons, which I cannot do
currently.

That process may take some ume,
because 1 will have to learn a new pro-
gram and like I said, I'm swamped
with my real job.

So bear (or beer) with me, when it is

all said and done, this will be a publ-
| cation that the VBBA will be proud
of., but please, send me game ac- |
counts, especially tournaments, e-mail
pictures, mail me pictures, do what-
ever you can to keep the flow of infor- |
mation going, because this will benefit
everyone in the organizaton.

T would also like to receive any infor-
mation on new teams. I have noticed
in some accounts and schedules that T |
have read that there are new teams
around. Even if they play one game
per year, I want that information, so
we can correspond and keep them

i abreast to the interest for the game.

If Hartford was any indication, Vin-
tage Base Ball is here for good.

Do you enjoy the Newsletter ? Join the VBBA

The VINTAGE BASE BALL ASSO-
CIATION needs your support. The cost
to continue printing this newsletter
comes from membership fees.

The VINTAGE BASE BALL ASSO-
CIATION exists to try to educate fans
about the origins of America’s Game.

The VINTAGE BASE BALL ASSO-
CIATION is trying to expand the sports’
focus, by using tools like the Newsletter

and the VBBA Website (www.vbba.
com) to further communicate the
“Glory of the Game.”

Individual Membership costs only
$10 per year, which includes four
issues of the Base Ball Player’s
Player Chronicle. Even if you play
for a team, join as an individual and
help support our cause.

Just starting a team? Become an
Associate member: it’s only $35 per

year,

Have an established team? Become a
Full Member and help us push the
VBBA to the next level

Full Member ship is only $50 per year.

Make checks or money orders out to
the Vintage Base Ball Association
Mail to the Treasurer of the VBBA:
John Wells 40 N. Winthrop Columbus
OH 43214
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On the Passing of ‘Old Dutch’ Dieckmann
By Gary Monti

Al reached out to the teams of the coast teams in four states.

Midwest most notably to the Muffins
and the Black Swamp Frogs. This

It was a hot summer day in 1994 at
Old Bethpage Village Restoration. It

was the fourth inning of a vintage What made Al special was far more

b s Rotins The important than his knowledge of
Hempstead Eurekas and o

The Mineola Washingtons.
I was the umpire that after-
noon and between innings 1
heard someone call out,
"home plate is wrong." |
turned and standing just un-
der a grove of shade trees
was a skinny little guy with

a beard and round eye-
glasses. I answered, "How
should it be?” He said, "It
should be round like a din-
ner plate with a line crossing
through i." I said, "Put on a
uniform.” This marked the
beginning of Al "Old Dutch”
Dieckmann'’s involvement in
the Old ume Base Ball pro-
gram at the village, and also
the beginning of his involve-
ment in vintage base ball
nation wide.

Old Dutch though small in O ld DutCh

stature was a commanding

presence. His

knowledge of the game was exten-
sive; the energy he devoted to re-
searching the old game was monu-
mental. His contribution to the pro-
gram at Old Bethpage was enor-
mous. He transformed its 1860s pro-
gram into one of the country's best.

history of base ball. Everyone
who knew him genuimnely loved
Al. He was the finest, kindest,
most popular man that I have
ever met. There are more than
two hundred people on Long
Island alone that are gneving hus
loss and who will miss him terri-
bly. Al and I found ourselves on
two sides of an interpretive con-
troversy that became quute stri-
dent. This, however, did not
come between us as friends. We
had a high regard for one an-
other despite everything. When-
ever we came down to the field,
he and I would come together,
shake hands and catch-up. We
then would get down to the busi-
ness of the day.

Al had a great sense of humor.
We all emjoyed playing practical
Jjokes on him. The best was a con-
has resulted in a useful exchange of spiracy hatched by a number or the
information and ideas, and in no players after a tournament in the
small way led to the establishment of summer of ¢ 7._A] was [anatical in his
the VBBA; Al was one of the organi- research on origins of the game In
zations frst offcers Bithe eas Al 97 there were news reports on the

L - . y 4 o . . i
influence led to the growth of Old n‘zslornl::.n of sections of the Erie
Bethpage's program from four teams _(ja"""l’ LV SR octed a DU that

to eleven. He can also be credited lim Wiles of the Hall of Fame

for helping to establish six other east CONTINUED PAGE 4

Wiiters, Photographers and Correspondents Needed

Have an interesting story? Know looking to expand its informauon to Vintage Base Ball. Don't be shy

someone with a cool job outside of base. We are looking for the fol- about submutting an arucle. Thus 1s

baseball? Do you take really good lowing stories to include in our delinitely not the Reader’s Digest.

pictures at Base Ball games? Well next issue: General Baseball His-

my [nend, we need you. tory, Team History, Current Play- To subnut, send to John Freyer at
ers’ Profiles, Travelogues, photo- fryorama @aol.com or fax to (708)

The Base Ball Player’s Chromcle is graphs and anything else pertaining 199-6181.
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Old Dutch (Continued from Page 3)

Museum contacted Ken Balcom at Old
Bethpage Village to tell him that a runk
was found in one of the Erie Canal's old
wharf houses that contained scorebooks
and newspaper accounts about a base
hall team made up of canal workers
from Ohio (Al grew up in Cincinnati).
The artifacts described baseball in 1817,
played in a way that was mdistinguish-
able from the Knickerbockers' game. I
called Al to tell him what Ken Balcom
told me. Al called others who were all in
on the joke.

He was so devoted to base ball
research that he planned to quit his
job, and move to the Cooperstown
area

to volunteer his time to research the
new findings. It was only when he
told Ed Elmore of the Atlantics that
he planned to call Tim Wiles the
next day with the good news that he
was let off the hook. Al loved the
joke. It was a great ime for us all; a
great ime with a great guy, Al "Old
Dutch" Dieckmann.

I am pleased to announce that Old
Bethpage Village is creating a
championship cup for the 1860s
program the "Old Dutch” cup, in Al's
memory.

On a personal level, I will wear a
Reds cap for the rest of this season 1o
honor my friend.

Gary Monti, Senior Advisor
Old Time Base Ball Program
Old Bethpage Village Restoration

&tlamics Pay Tribute to ‘Old Dutch” versus the Roxbury Nine by peg Elisworth

On June Saturday, June 16th the Rox-
bury Nine welcomed the Atlantic Base
Ball Club to Kirkside Park marking the
season opener of the "Nine's" inaugural
Vintage Base Ball Season. The Nine took
an 8-3 loss in the first match against the
1864 Adantcs, yet left the field with a
better understanding of the customs and
rules of that era and smiles on their faces
an enjoyable game to say the least.

The break between games provided both
teams the opportunity to forge new
friendships and exercise the tireless sub-
ject of base ball. Prior to the second
game, both teams lined the bases and
gave tribute to Al "Old Dutch" Dieck-

mann, and the moment Ev Ellsworth
began to read aloud of All's contribu-
tons to Vintage Base Ball, the 100
year old bells, of the neighboring
church, rang the hour as if Al was
had just broken the communication
barrier between heaven and earth .

Game two lead the Nine to their first
victory, leaving the Atlantics behind
with 21-3 final after 5 innings, but
the post game BBQ clearly was the
social event of the afternoon, Con-
versations of rules and customs, ac-
companied by laughter echoed
through Kirkside Park. Some nick-
names for the newly formed "Nine"

Baseball Poetry by Priscilla Astifan

Baseball had also begun to inspire
poetry. The following verse, written
by “a baseball enthusiast,” was
printed as follows in the Rochester
Evening Express on August 26, 1870.
It also appears, with a slightly differ-
ent form but identical wording, on
the inside cover of BASEBALL FOR
THE FUN OF IT, a Society for Ameri-
can Baseball Research publication
co-written by Mark Alvarez, Mark
Rucker, and Tom Shieber (Society for
American Baseball Research, 1997,
EBSCO Media, Birmingham, Ala-
bama.) It is indicated as c. 1860s,
author unknown.

How dear to my heart
is the green-covered
ball field.

Where good rival captains
their men rightly place.

The pitcher, the catcher, the
right field and left field.

The good men, the true men,
who guard well each base:

The short stop so lively, the
centre field handy,

began to fall into place with the assis-
tance of some Atlantic ball players.
Team Captain Rich "Rib Eye" Ells-
worth was dubbed after tales of his
broken rib in the last year's game
against the Mutuals. Andrew Walker
gracefully accepted his name as
"Sticks" when attention was brought to
the somewhat thin structure of his
arms. All in all, it was a great pleasure
to host the Atlantcs in Kirkside Park.

They are a team of gentlemen and
athletes and we look forward to see-
ing them again in Hartford.

The Roxbury Nine

The ball and the striker who
aims to send high.

But dearer than all to the
hearts of good fielders

Is the leather-clad base ball we
catch on the fly -

The Jolly old base ball, the well
covered base ball.

The leather-clad base ball we
catch on the fly.



PLAYER'S CHRONICLE

PAGE 5

St. Croix’s Beat Quicksteps

Gentlemen,

I wish to reponrt that the St. Croix
Base Ball Club expenenced an out-
standing match game today. At the
outset we determined that reaching
21 aces was going to take too long,
so we stuck with 1860 rules (how
long did today's Muffins match last?
Rain here would have ended an
1845 game early anyway.)

Owur captain and club founder,
Mr. Peterson, was taking in his
day with his two girls and wife,
so I was handed the captain job
by default. Three batsmen had not
played with us before, so determin-
ing the striking order was a crap
shoot. But I must have done O.K.
for we handily defeated the SABR
boys, the Quicksteps, 9-0. Of course,
I take complete credit for this out-
standing feat.

It was my best game so far this year

l)t‘(‘[.! l{i\t'] Grimders nIIII to a Hot Start

| Saturday, June 9. Grinders traveled
{ to Three Oaks, M1, to meet the Ber-
| rien County Cranberry Boggers. It

[ was a beautiful day weather-wise and |

| each team was eager to begin play;
for the Grinders, to finally meet an

| opponent on the field of play. One

| Grinder was assigned to the Boggers

{ for the game to even the player

| count-nine per side. The ground

[ was very wet in left field, some of
which ended up on the pants of the
left fielders, and no where on the

playing field could the ball be caught

on the bound, because the ball did

i not bound! The match ended with
the Grinders being victorious, 31-3.
After the game, the players shared a
meal together before the Grinders
climbed into their big blue van and
headed west, to Indiana.

|

' Grinders 4480425431

Boggers 00102000-3

Sunday, June 10 Grinders hosted the |

| each other and have many tales to

| home into the sunset.

|Grinders 10200402211

(and quite possibly my best game
ever). I muffed only once, got on
base three times, reaching the home
base once in the 2nd, and was put
out by a caught foul ball in the 9th.
So why should you care? Watch out,
boys. By Ohio Cup time I will be a
vintage base ball machine! If all goes
as planned, look for the "Minnesota
North Stars” at this year's cup.

Wishing you striking success and

may all your fly balls go over their
heads. Deano

Rork Springs Ground Squirrels from

Decatur, IL, on Grinder Field on
another beautiful day. Thirteen
Gninders were on hand to vanquish |
the ten players from the Squirrels. |
These teams really enjoy playing

tell of their umes together. The game
proved to be all Grinders as they
bested the Squirrels 11-1. Again, the
two teams sat down together to a
meal before the Squirrels headed

SqmrrelsOOOUO{}OO 1- 1

JOIN SABR 'S IO'I'I-I CENTURY COHHI‘I"I'!!

THE SOCIETY FOR AMERICAN BASERALL RESEARCH

Membership is $50 per year which includes the 19th Century
Committee Newsletter , SABR’s Newsletter, National Pastime,
and the SABR Research Journal all for one price.

Visit www.sabr.org

Or Contact: John Zajc
The Society For American
Baseball Research

216-575-0500



























