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1/13�UAA@�Enqs�Lxdqr�
Bnmedqdmbd�Oqdrdmsdqr

?na��
?Yhkd

zRnbhdsx�ne�AYrdaYkk�QdrdYqbg&r��
Mhmdsddmsg�Bdmstqx��
Nudqknnjdc�Kdfdmcr“

Cq-�Kdrkhd�GdYogx
z08sg�Bdmstqx�AkYbj�AYrd�AYkk“

Ingm�zRshmix–�
Eqdxdq

zRbqYohmf�Gdmqx�BgYcvhbj&r�
RbqYoannj“

IYbi��
OdkhiYm

zUhmsYfd�AYrd�AYkk&r��
Dmctqhmf�KdfYbx“

Fkdmm��
Lhkkdq

z@�Bdmstqx�ne�Enqs�Lxdqr��
Roqhmf�SqYhmhmf“

 kkdm�zGnmdrs� k–�
RsYqd

Rhcd�Khmd�Qd,dmYbsnq�
%�Tlohqd

������

Jduhm�Cnxkd
zT-R-�MYux�AYrd�AYkk�0753�sn�080/“

Cq-�RtrYm�Cdkkhmfdq)
JDUMNSD�ROD JDP

z@�RgYcnv�hm�sgd�Mhfgs“+�sgd�Tmrnkudc�
Lxrsdqx�ne�sgd�eYlntr�0808�Vnqkc�Rdqhdr-��

Rsdud�EkYmYfYm
zAYrd�aYkk�ctqhmf�sgd�TR�Bhuhk�VYq�%�
dYqkx�’078/,080/(�aYrd�aYkk�hm�EknqhcY“

LYss
 mcqd��

Gnkkx
RgY”dq

Bnmmhd�LYbj+�SgnlYr�Dchrnm�Ymc�sgd�Ghrsnqx�
ne�Roqhmf�SqYhmhmf�hm�Enqs�Lxdqr“
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Cq-�RtrYm�Cdkkhmfdq�

y �RgYcnv�hm�sgd�Mhfgs“)�sgd�
Tmrnkudc�Lwrsdqw�ne�sgd�
eYlntr�0808�Vnqkc�Rdqhdr-“

Vgx�dhfgs�ldm�vdqd�
aYmmdc�eqnl�aYrdaYkk�enq�sgdhq�
khedshld�hr�rshkk�Ym�tmrnkudc�
lxrsdqx�sncYx �Wnt�vhkk�gdYq�
sghr�dwbhshmf�rsnqx�hm�sgd�zunh,
bd“�ne�Y�AYrdaYkk�GYkk�ne�EYldq�
dmrgqhmdc�hm�Bnnodqrsnvm�MW-
Cq-�RtrYm�Cdkkhmfdq�gYr�addm�
Ym�Ybshud�ldladq�ne�sgd�
Rnbhdsx�ne�@ldqhbYm�AYrdaYkk�
QdrdYqbg�’R@AQ(�enq�bknrd�sn�
1/�xdYqr-�Rgd�gYr�ronjdm�nm�
gdq annj+�Qdc�Kdfr�Ymc�AkYbj�
Rnw)+�enq�aYrdaYkk�fqntor�eqnl�
BYkhenqmhY+�BYmYcY+�Ymc�Mdv�
Wnqj�sn�sgd�Rdxlntq,Lhkkr�
BgYosdq�ne�R@AQ�hm�Es-�Lxdqr+�
EK-�@r�Y�ldladq�ne�GYkk�ne�
EYld�zqnxYksx“�’fqYmccYt,
fgsdq�ne�Dcc�I�Qntrg+�GNE�
0851(+�Cq-�RtrYm�hr�hmshlYsdkx�
jmnvkdcfdYakd�Yants�sgd�
BhmbhmmYsh�Qdcr�aYkk�bkta�hm�
sgd dYqkx�1/sg�Bdmstqx-�Gdq�
fqYmceYsgdq�vYr�sgd�BhmbhmmYsh�
rsYq�zrktffdq“�ohssdc�YfYhmrs�
BghbYfn&r�Rgndkdrr�Ind�IYbjrnm�
hm�sgd�hmeYlntr�0808�Vnqkc�
Rdqhdr-�

Cq-�RtrYm�hr�Ym�Ytsgnq�Ymc�Y�
oqnedrrhnmYk�rodYjdq�qdrhchmf�hm�
SYloY+�EknqhcY�vhsg�gtraYmc�
Ymc�rdudmsg,fqYcd�rvddsgdYqs+�
Cq-�Ana-�Gdq�annjr�Yqd�otakh,
rgdc�hm�7�kYmftYfdr�hmbktchmf�
QtrrhYm+�RoYmhrg+�Bghmdrd�Ymc�
@qYahb-�Gdq�gnaahdr�hmbktcd�
ohYmn+�aqhcfd�Ymc�bnkkdbshmf�
eqdptdms�ekxdq�onhmsr-

?na�?Yhkd

Rnbhdsw�ne�:YrdaYkk�Pd,
rdYqbg&r�Mhmdsddmsg�Bdm,
stqw�Nudqknnidc�Kdfdmcr-
�

Sgd�sYkj�vhkk�bnudq�cdrbqho,
shnmr�ne�sgd�04�rdkdbshnmr�ne�
sgd�08sg�Bdmstqx�Bnllhssdd&r�
Nudqknnjdc�Kdfdmc�Oqnidbs�
rhmbd�1//8-

Ana�AYhkdx�hr�sgd�Bn,BgYhq,
lYm�ne�sgd�Mhmdsddmsg�
Bdmstqx�Bnllhssdd�ne�sgd�
Rnbhdsx�enq�@ldqhbYm�AYrdaYkk�
QdrdYqbg-�Gd�gYr�addm�oYqs�ne�
sgd�Bnllhssdd&r�kdYcdqrgho�enq�
rdudmsddm�xdYqr-�@�ldladq�ne�
R@AQ�enq�nudq�3/�xdYqr+�AYhkdx�
gYr�otakhrgdc�13�Yqshbkdr�Ymc�
drrYxr�hm�R@AQ�otakhbYshnmr�
rhmbd�0876-�Ghr�Yqshbkd�nm�sgd�
MYshnmYk�KdYftd�cqnoohmf�entq�
sdYlr�hm�08//�vYr�rdkdbsdc�
Yr�nmd�ne�sgd�4/�adrs�Yqshbkdr�
otakhrgdc�ax�R@AQ�rhmbd�hsr�
entmchmf-

Hm�Ycchshnm�sn�Yants�1/�
Yqshbkdr�nm�08sg�Bdmstqx�
aYrdaYkk�gd�gYr�Ykrn�vqhssdm�
Yqshbkdr�Yants�OkYxhmf�LYmY,
fdqr+�BgYqkhd�Ehmkdx+�sgd�lhmnq�
kdYftd&r�Itmhnq�Vnqkc�Rdqhdr�
Ymc�Chwhd�Rdqhdr+�Mdfqn�KdY,
ftdr�Ymc�rdudqYk�annj�qduhdvr-�
Gd�rdqudc�Yr�@rrnbhYsd�Dchsnq�
enq�R@AQ&r�Hmudmshmf�AYrdaYkk9�
Sgd�0//�FqdYsdrs�FYldr�ne�
sgd�08sg�Bdmstqx-�Ghr�annj+�
Sgd�Ghrsnqx�ne�sgd�Itmhnq�
Vnqkc�Rdqhdr�vYr�Y�ehmYkhrs�enq�
sgd�BYrdx�@vYqc�hm�1//3-

Hm�Y�bYqddq�ntsrhcd�aYrdaYkk+�
AYhkdx�rdqudc�Yr�sgd�BDN�ne�
sgqdd�gnrohsYkr+�lYmYfdc�sgd�
cdudknoldms�ne�rdudm�mdv�
gnrohsYkr+�Ymc�vYr�nmd�ne�sgd�
ehqrs�ehud�dwdbtshudr�sgYs�rsYqsdc�
GtlYmY&r�GLNr�hm�0873-�Gd�
hr�Y�fqYctYsd�ne�sgd�Tmhudqrhsx�
ne�Jdmstbjx�Ymc�gnkcr�Y�lYr,
sdqr�cdfqdd�eqnl�sgd�Tmhudqrhsx�
ne�BhmbhmmYsh-

 kkdm�zGnmdrs� k–�
RsYqd

yRhcd�Khmd�Pd,dmYbsnq�Ymc�
Tlohqd“

@k�zGnmdrs�@k“�RsYqd�rdqudc�
Yr�tlohqd+�ehqrs�enq�sgd�NqogYmr�
Ymc�rhmbd�1//6�vhsg�sgd�Roqhm,
fehdkc�Knmf�Mhmd�Ys�fYldr�
sgqntfgnts�sgd�Lhcvdrs-�Gd�
Ykrn�adbYld�Ym�Yuhc�rstcdms�
ne�sgd�fYld�Yr�hs�vYr�okYxdc�
hm�sgd�08sg�bdmstqx+�drodbhYkkx�
oqd,@ldqhbYm�Bhuhk�VYq�aYrd�
aYkk--�’Sgd�bdmsqYk�Hkkhmnhr�
sdYlr�okYx�ax�qtkdr�sgYs�vdqd�
rds�cnvm�hm�0747-(

Jduhm�Cnxkd
�T-R-�MYuw�:Yrd�:Ykk�0643�sn�
080.-

Ctqhmf�sghr�odqhnc+�aYrdaYkk�
fqdv�hm�hlonqsYmbd�Yr�Y�enql�
ne�bnlodshshnm�adsvddm�T-R-�
MYux�rghor�Ymc�Y�rntqbd�ne�
rgho�oqhcd-��AYrdaYkk�okYxdc�ax�
bqdvr�hm�nudqrdYr�onqsr+�gdkodc�
roqdYc�YvYqdmdrr�ne�sgd�fYld�
fknaYkkx-�

Jduhm�L-�Cnxkd�fqdv�to�hm�
CdkYvYqd�Bntmsx+�OdmmrxkuY,
mhY�Yr�Y�Oghkkhdr�Ymc�Qdcr�eYm-�
Gd�okYxdc�nqfYmhydc�aYrdaYkk�
sgqntfg�ghfg�rbgnnk-�Jduhm�
dYqmdc�Fdnknfx�cdfqddr�eqnl�
sgd�Tmhudqrhsx�ne�CYxsnm�’AR�
70(�Ymc�sgd�Tmhudqrhsx�ne�Vhr,
bnmrhm,LhkvYtjdd�’LR�72(-�
@esdqvYqcr�gd�lYqqhdc�@khrnm+�
Y�edkknv�fdnknfx�rstcdms+�
Ymc�qYhrdc�svn�rnmr snfdsgdq�

vghkd�vnqjhmf�enq�TmnbYk�Ymc�
Bgduqnm�hm�BYrodq+�Knr�@m,
fdkdr+�Knmcnm+�AYmfjnj�Ymc�
Gntrsnm-�Jduhm�bnYbgdc�Khsskd�
KdYftd�hm�AYmfjnj �

Gd�qdshqdc�eqnl�etkk,shld�
vnqj�hm�1/05�Ymc�rdsskdc�
hm�Enqs�Lxdqr+�EK-�Jduhm�
btqqdmskx�sdYbghmf�oYqs,shld�
Ymc�nmkhmd�enq�sgd�VhbghsY�
RsYsd�Tmhudqrhsx�Fdnknfx
CdoYqsldms-��Gd�hr�Y�Rnbhdsx�
ne�AYrdaYkk�QdrdYqbg�ldladq+�
oqdrdmshmf�Y�onrsdq�nm�VVHH�
BnYrs�FtYqc�AYrdaYkk�Ys�sgd�
1/11�R@AQ4/�Bnmedqdmbd-�
Jduhm�enqldc�sgd�Enqs�Lxdqr�
UYfYanmcr�UhmsYfd�AYrd�AYkk�
Bkta�hm�1/08-��Jduhm&r�hmsdqdrs�
hm�ansg�aYrdaYkk�Ymc�sgd�T-R-�
MYux�hr�bqdchsdc�sn�ghr�eYsgdq+�
DcvYqc�S-�Cnxkd�Rq-+�vgn�rdq,
udc�Yr�Y�T-R-�MYux�Ftmmdq&r�
LYsd�ctqhmf�Vnqkc�VYq�HH-��

Cq-�Kdrkhd�GdYogx

Snohb9�08sg�Bdmstqw�:kYbi�
:Yrd�:Ykk-

Cq-�Kdrkhd�GdYogx�@rrnbhY,
sd�Oqnedrrnq+�ghrsnqx�Ys�Jdms�
RsYsd�Ys�RsYqj-�Uhbd�Oqdrhcdms�
enq�R@AQ�Ymc�Oqdrhcdms�ne�
AnYqc�enq�sgd�HVAB-�Vqhs,
sdm�Ymc�dchsdc�Y�mtladq�ne�
annjr�nm�sgd�Mdfqn�KdYftdr�
Ymc�Vnldm&r�aYrdaYkk�Yr�vdkk�
Yr�mtldqntr�annj�bgYosdqr+�
Yqshbkdr�Ymc�oqdrdmsYshnmr-�Rgd�
gYr�oqdrdmsdc�enq�sgd�UAA@�Ys�
svn�oqduhntr�bnmedqdmbdr-

JCWMNSC�ROC JCP9
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��Ahkk�Chdbil_mm�� L_pbtr�Chbirnm�� 9kkdm�yGnmdrs�9k“�Rs_pd�� Phbg_pc�Gdprgadpfdp�� Ana�Sgnkidr�� Dphb�Lhikhbg�� O_tk�Gtmidkd

PTICRA ABTRSNLRA
B N L L H S S C C

UAA@�Qtkdr�Ymc�
Btrsnlr�Pthy

BNPJW F�RJDKK
BNLLHSSDD BF�HP

Hm�sgd�eYkk�1.12�mdvrkdssdq)�vd�Yridc�wnt�sn�
rgnv�wntq�imnvkdcfd�ne�08sg�bdmstqw�aYrdaYkk�
aw�qdronmchmf�sn�sgd�enkknvhmf�ptdrshnmr-

Sgd�enkknvhmf�Yqd�sgd�Ymrvdqr-

Submit your answers to
rulesandcustoms@vbba.org.

Whoever gets the most answers
correct will receive a hand
made base ball, made by Corky
Gaskell.

In case of ties, all entries with
the most correct answers will
be put into a drawing and one
winner will be chosen.

Answers must be submitted by
midnight CST, November 30th,
2023.

Respectfully submitted,

VBBA Rules and Customs
Committee.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�09�Enq�vgYs�rdY,
rnm�chc�sgd�MYshnmYk�KdYftd�
rsYqs�bntmshmf�entk�aYkkr�Yr�
rsqhidr�=

 mrvdq�Mn-�09 1901. Bonus if you
knew it was enacted in the AL in 1903.
Now, to get the full story as to the
difference between a ball batted foul,
or a ball illegally batted (both known as
foul strikes in different periods), check
out the book “Strike Four,” by Richard
Hershberger.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�19�Hm�vgYs�
rdYrnm�chc�sgdx�fn�sn�4�
aYkkr�enq�Y�vYki�Ymc�3�
rsqhidr�enq�Y�rsqhid�nts�=

 mrvdq�Mn-�19 1887.

 bbnqchmf�sn�Bnqiw�FYridkk)�Sgd�vhmmdq�ne�sgd�gYmc�
lYcd�aYrd�aYkk�hr�Id”�yOhmd�SYq“�JnqmgYYr)�vgn�chc�
ghr�qdrdYqbg�Ymc�fns�8�nts�ne�0.�bnqqdbs-
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Ptdrshnm�Mn-�29�VgYs�vYr�sgd�
“qrs�rdYrnm�sgdx�Yssdlosdc�sn�
hmbktcd�sgd�hm“dkc�ekx�qtkd=
 mrvdq�Mn-�29�This one is a bit com-
plicated, but here goes. In 1890 the Play-
ers League added verbiage to include a
!orm o! the in*eld fy rule. In 1894 the
National League added language but it
was written in a way that didn’t fully
incorporate it as we know it, and the
rule as we know it is a 20th century rule.
Most 19th century club will not have to
worry about this rule, but umpires should
be aware of what is a catch versus a ball
that is trapped as teams will try to turn
the double or triple plays. You will get
an excellent review of this interesting
rule in the aforementioned book, “Strike
Four.”

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�39�VgYs�vYr�sgd�
“qrs�rdYrnm�okYxdqr�vdqd�odqlhs,
sdc�sn�nudqqtm�“qrs�aYrd�vhsgnts�
qhri�ne�adhmf�ots�nts�Yr�knmf�Yr�
sgdx�chcmAs Yssdlos�sn�qtm�sn�
rdbnmc�aYrd=

 mrvdq�Mn-�39 1871, however in
1872, they added language stating that
the runner could be put out if tagged
after making a turn toward second
base.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�49�Vghbg�ronqs�fYud�
sgdl�sgd�hcdY�ne�Ykknvhmf�sn�nud,
qqtm�“qrs�aYrd=

 mrvdq�Mn-�49 Base Ball on ice.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�59�Enq�vgYs�rdYrnm�
vYr�sgd�rsqhidqr�khmd�qdokYbdc�ax�
sgd�aYssdqr�anw=

 mrvdq�Mn-�59 1874.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�69�VgYs�xdYq)�Ymc�hm�
vgYs�kdYftd�nq�YrrnbhYshnm)�vYr�
Y�ghs�aYsrlYm�’“qrs(�Ykknvdc�sn�
sYid�“qrs�aYrd=

 mrvdq�Mn-�69 The American
Association, 1884.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�79�Hm�vgYs�xdYq�chc�
sgd�qdpthqdc�rhyd�Ymc�vdhfgs�ne�
sgd�aYrd�aYkk�adbnld�sgd�rYld�
rhyd�Ymc�vdhfgs�qdrsqhbshnm�Yr�Y�
lncdqm�aYrdaYkk=

 mrvdq�Mn-�79 1872, but note that in
1871 the current modern ball did *t
within the spec, but it also allowed for a
slightly larger ball as well.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�89�Hm�vgYs�xdYq�vYr�
sgd�lYwhltl�kdmfsg�ne�Y�aYrd�
aYkk�aYs�rds�sn�31�hmbgdr=

 mrvdq�Mn-�89�1868.

Ptdrshnm�Mn-�0/9�Hm�vgYs�xdYq�
vYr�hs�qdpthqdc�ax�qtkd�sgYs�sgd�
gnld�sdYl�aYs�kYrs=

 mrvdq�Mn-�0/9 1950.



“Don’t elect bad tempered men in your club, no matter how
noted as players they may be. Leave them out, for they will
eventually do more injury to a club than bene*t.”
So wrote Henry Chadwick, considered along with Daniel

Lucius “Doc” Adams, as one o! the most infuential pioneers
during baseball’s earliest years. You can *nd this quote on page
75, in Haney’s Base Ball book of Reference, an 1867 publication
edited and largely written by Chadwick.
In many ways it is a curious book — at least to modern eyes.

Only 23 of its 139 pages deal with rules. The rest of the pocket-
sized book, reproduced by The Henry Ford and distributed to
new clubs by the VBBA, addresses many other
matters ranging from Chadwick’s understandably
brief history of the game and its origins, 26 pages
on the duties and responsibilities of umpires, nine
on how to keep score, another three on the model
base ball player, including his moral attributes,
followed by instructions on organizing a club,
encompassing model constitutions and by-laws.
The remark above quoted appears in this section.
My three decades’ experience in the game

shows the validity of Chadwick’s advice, as it
reinforces another recommendation immediately preceding the
bad-tempered injunction.
“It is desirable to secure the services of one or two men in a

club who will take as much interest in its welfare as if it was a pet
stock company, yielding them large pecuniary returns. Without
such supporters, no club will fourish long as a general thing.”
What was Chadwick up to? Well, as noted in a column

earlier this year, Chadwick had an agenda. He promoted in game
coverage and in publications like Haney’s Base Ball Book of
Re!erence, both scienti*c and gentlemanly play. He wanted base

ball played well but he also desired it to uphold moral standards.
Other parts of the book give interesting prescriptions for

playing the various positions, batting, selection of a bat, pitching,
and, again, the physical and moral attributes necessary to be a
success!ul catcher or *elder.
We need many more detailed studies of baseball’s explosive

growth through post-Civil War America — not just the top teams
but the everyday clubs that perhaps played for only a year or
two before falling before the rising tides of competition, costs,
gambling, and other factors. To what extent did these long-
forgotten clubs read and follow Chadwick’s recommendations?

Were Haney’s and Beadles’ guides widely circulated
among players or only seen, if at all, by club leaders?
Perhaps some day we will have detailed studies on
Eastern clubs aside from the leading ones and ones
for Ohio and Wisconsin and California and places in
between. Maybe the next researcher to add a brick to this
wall of knowledge is now at work in one of history’s true
virgin *elds.
In the meantime, it is good to contemplate what

Chadwick was up to and why he organized and wrote
Haney’s Base Ball Book of Reference in this way.

Time would reveal that Chadwick was on the right track in his
conclusion:
“ . . . whether Base Ball be regarded as a desirable means of

physical exercise, an exciting game for the masses, a recreation
!or the re*ned classes o! the community, or an out-door sport
devoid of every objectional attribute to the most fastidious
moralist could charge it with possessing, it is equally to be
commended to the patronage of every reputable citizen, North,
East, South and West, as the most suitable game for the national
out-door sport of the American people.”

SGD A@C,
SDLODQDC�
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@qshbkd�HHH-��
Dwdbtshud�AnYqc
RDBSHNM�7-�UDSDQ MR�?N QC-

0 - � O NV D Q R -
Sgd�UdsdqYmr�AnYqc�ldladqr�rdqud�sgd�Dwdbtshud�AnYqc�hm�

sgd�qnkd�Yr�Ym�Ycuhrnqx�ancx-�Sgdx�Yqd�dkhfhakd�sn�oYqshbhoYsd�

hm�Dwdbtshud�AnYqc�lddshmfr-

1 - �M T L A D Q -

Sgdqd�bYm�ad�mn�lnqd�sgYm�rdudm�ldladq�ne�sgd�UdsdqYmr�

AnYqc-�Sgdx�lYx�rdqud�nm�sgd�UdsdqYmr�AnYqc�enq�khed+�Yr�

knmf�Yr�sgdx�Yqd�Yakd-

2-�DKHFHAHKHSW�SN�RDQUD
Sgd�UdsdqYmr�AnYqc�ldladqr�ltrs�gYud�rdqudc�nm�sgd�

Dwdbtshud�AnYqc�enq�Y�lhmhltl�ne�entq�xdYqr-�Sgdx�Yqd�

bgnrdm�ax�Y�lYinqhsx�unsd�ne�sgd�Dwdbtshud�AnYqc

Enqldq�U?? �Oqdrhcdms)�U?? �
RdbqdsYqx)�Entmcdq�ne�sgd�Gtmshmfsnm�
BgYlohnm�Ghkksnoodqr)�Ymc�?kYbi�
EkYfr�??B�ne�Cqnudqsnm

Enqldq�U?? �Sqtrsdd)�entmcdq�ne�sgd�
CntfkYr�Ctsbgdqr�??B

Enqldq�U?? �RdbqdsYqx)�Entmcdq�ne�
sgd�BYmYk�Etksnm�Ltkdr�U??B�hm�0883

Cdmmhr�Onor�VhdflYmm

Gdkdm�Sgd�Vhkc�RhbhkhYm�
CdFdYsYmn

Dc�LnkYrrdr�RgtlYm
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In late November, the Tennessee
Association of Vintage Base Ball lost
one of its most esteemed members.
Rick Brewer, or “Uncle Jesse” was
known in almost any vintage base ball
circle you could come across.
Rick was born in January of 1950

and grew up on a dairy farm. If you’d
ever met him and shook his hand,
you’d know that those cows sure
had it rough. His hands were made
for vintage base ball. It was like he
always had a glove on. Rick’s love for
baseball started with the Yankees. His
Dad would play Yankees games on
a radio hanging in the barn because
they realized it kept the dairy cows
calm and they produced better. This
instilled a love for the Yankees that
Rick would carry with him his en6re
life. One of his yearly escapes was
to travel to Tampa to watch Spring
Training.
Rick got into the vintage base

ball world when one of our founding
ballists, Trapper “Mammas Boy”
Haskins went into the Co-Op where
Uncle Jesse was working to buy liner
!or *elds. Rick asked him what he
was playing, and Trapper explained
vintage base ball to him. From that
moment, he was all in. From 2020
on, Uncle Jesse held positions on the
board of the Tennessee Association of
Vintage Base Ball, and he was named
Commissioner of our league for the
2021 and 2022 seasons.

Rick loved to play anywhere and
everywhere he could. I started playing
in our league in 2017 and Rick would
ride with me to away matches all
over the Eastern part of the States.
I’ll never forget his optimism when it
came to base ball. Mind you, he hated
to lose, but no matter if he won or lost,
he’d say base ball was “The most fun
a boy could have with his pants on.”
One of my favorite stories about

Rick was on a trip to Chicago around
2020. We had limped up there from
Tennessee with 9 ballists and we
played 3 matches on Saturday and
2 on Sunday. We got in the truck
and had to drive all the way back to
Nashville to make it to work the next
morning. I remember driving 7 hours
before pulling over the I-65 bridge
in Louisville and *nally telling Rick
that I needed him to drive for a while.
Rick kind of giggled and reached
up to turn on the cabin light. He had
secretly been drinking his signature
Yuengling’s since leaving Chicago
and I had no idea. The foorboard was
nothing but empty cans. (He told me
later that he had them in his bag and
he kept pouring them into a cup while
I was driving so I wouldn’t notice.)
He then fell asleep until I pulled into
Nashville. I couldn’t be mad at him.
I *gured i! he could do that at 70, he
deserved not to have to drive.
Looking back at his services

that we held at his team’s *eld in

Murfreesboro, there were tons of
stories like that. I don’t think I’ve
met a single person that didn’t like
Rick. From farming friends to dairy
friends, Co-Op friends to vintage
base ball friends; Everyone had a
story to tell about Rick. It’s going
to be tough taking the *eld without
him this season. He made such a
major impact on so many people in
such a short 6me. Smacker Bats has
his willow on their website, so his
fans can swing that monstrosity of a
fence post. In December of 2023, the
Tennessee VBB Board of Directors
voted unanimously to rename the
Commissioners Award to the Rick
Brewer award. That award goes to
the ballist that goes above and beyond
to represent The Associa6on to the
highest standard throughout the year.
Personally, I can’t think of a higher
honor. All we can do now is learn
!rom him and try to *ll his shoes as
best as we can. One thing’s for sure,
no matter how bright the sun shines or
how green the grass gets this spring, it
will feel like something’s missing.

Until we meet again,
old friend. Strike well.
Rocky “Stonewall” Jackson
Commissioner,
Tennessee Association of
Vintage Base Ball

Qhbj�zTmbkd�Idrrd“�Aqdvdq&r��
LdlnqhYk
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Inhm�np�Odmdv�wntp�
ldladprgho�hm�sgd�TAA.�

Ldladprgho�hm�sgd�
ThmsYed�AYrd�AYkk�
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etii,ydcfdc�uhms/fd�bita�mhmdr�vgn�oi/x�

/s�id/rs�rhw�f/ldr�/�xd/p-
�

V� RRNBH SD�BITAR��

 2/*wa:o$7��
uhms/fd�bitar�vgn�oi/x�idrr�sg/m�rhw�

f/ldr.xd/p
�

V�HMCHUHCT I�LDLADPRFHO��

 1/*wa:o$7��
hmchuhct/i�a/iihrsr �bhuhih/m�hmsdpopdsdpr

A_rd A_kk Ok_wdp r
Bgpnmhbkd mdvrkdssdp

Hmuhs_shnm sn M_shnm_k Bnmudmshnm
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onihbx vhii qdronmc sn bnudq sgd mVshn,
mVi nqfVmhyVshnm- Be sgd inbVi sdVl gVr
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ldladq bita sgdm ihshfVms vhii fn sn
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There’s a new organization in vintage base
ball that is starting in 2024. The National
Association of Historic Base Ball Clubs will
start play this season. The organization is open
to any 19th century base ball club that is looking
to play under the strict rule interpretation of the
year they play. The Association has started with
24 charter clubs stretching from Maine down to
Baltimore, Maryland. They also have associate
members in Virginia and Kentucky as well as
Pennsylvania.
The NA can trace itself all the way back to
2007 when it started as the Maryland State
Championship series. The Easton Fair Plays
(now the Talbot Fair Plays), the Elkton Eclipse,
and the Chesapeake & Potomac Club started
playing for the state championship. Not long
after, C&P broke in to 3 different
clubs including the Chesapeake
Club (Baltimore), the Potomac
Club (Washington) and the
Old Dominion Club (Northern
Virginia). Arundel and Havre de
Grace soon joined in as well. As
new clubs were formed outside
of the state, the league added
the Flemington Neshanock
and the Delaware Diamond
States. It quickly expanded again to include
Lewes and Milford, Delaware; Philadelphia,
Harrisburg, West Chester and Kennett Square.
The new venture was called the Mid Atlantic
Vintage Base Ball League. It was very good
at promoting vintage base ball in the lower
Mid-Atlantic region and was a good scheduling
tool as well as a way to bounce ideas off of
each other. After another year it expanded to
include most of the clubs in New Jersey as well
as the Brooklyn Atlantics, Brooklyn Eckfords,
the New York Mutuals, New York Gothams
and Providence Grays. After Covid struck, the
League took a back seat as clubs tried to right
themselves and get back on track. In the fall of
2023, the MAVBBL decided to rebrand itself to
be more inclusive of clubs all over America.
Existing clubs with at least 5 years of experience
of playing base ball the way it appears in rule
books from the year they interpret can apply
for full membership regardless of where they

are from. If you have less than 5 years of
experience, you can apply to be an associate
member. The NA’s primary goals are to
promote the accurate play of its member clubs;
to publicize the clubs; to act as a resource
for the clubs and individual players for rules,
customs, language, equipment, and structure;
and to grow the game. There is no charge to
become a member and there is no structure to
the Association—it is just an a!*nity group.
Members of the NAHBBC are encouraged to be
or become members of the Vintage Base Ball
Association (VBBA) as it is a sub group of the
VBBAwho both have very similar goals yet
nothing adverse to the other. The NAHBBC is
open to any club who interprets a year of play
from 1857-1899.

The NAHBBC has some ambitious
undertakings in 2024 including
setting up the proper way to score
a game and encouraging each club
to get its own scorekeeper. They
are encouraged to keep score
like Alexander Cartwright would
have using his own scoresheets.
Teaching the craft of umpiring is
also high on the NA’s list for 2024.
All the clubs’ schedules and results

will appear on the NAHBBC dot com website
as well as standings for those clubs who like to
be on the competitive side. Rules and vendors
will also be available on the website as well
as a players’ forum where, once registered,
players can ask questions about rules, uniforms,
or whatever historical interest they may have.
Cleaning up the “historical zones” around the
benches and playing *eld are also paramount
to presenting the game in the most historically
accurate way as possible. Clubs have pledged
no modern wrist watches, no plastic water
bottles and no modern bats among other things.
If your club is interested in joining, just contact
us and we will pass along the information to
you. Also, if you are interested in starting a new
club and want to play by our interpretation of
the game, contact us and we will help you every
step of the way. We are looking forward to our
inaugural season and would love for you to join
us if you would like!

�MYshnmYk�@rrnbhYshnm�ne�Ghrsnqhb�
AYrd�AYkk�Bktar�Jhbjr�Nee�hm�1/13-

SNLAy:HFA:�S“A
EDRNKNTHBG
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Cooperstown Bat Company

Rhmbd�0870+�Bnnodqrsnvm�AYs�BnloYmx�gYr�
rodbhYkhydc�hm�fYld�aYsr�enq�okYx+�btrsnl�
odqrnmYkhydc�dmfqYuhmfr�Ymc�YtsnfqYogdc�
aYsr-
Sgdhq�oqn�lncdk�aYsr�Yqd�YuYhkYakd�enq�okYxdqr�
ne�Ykk�kdudkr�eqnl�sgd�adfhmmdq�sgqntfg�sn�
sgd�LYinq�KdYftdr-�Bnnodqrsnvm�aYs�hr�adhmf�
trdc�hm�rdudqYk�LKA�nqfYmhyYshnmr+�@ldqhbYm�
Kdfhnm+�AYad�Qtsg+�sqYudk�sdYl+�Ymc�ghfg�
rbgnnk�okYxdqr-
Bnnodqrsnvm�AYs�BnloYmx�Ykrn�lYjdr�
uYqhntr�uhmsYfd�aYrd�aYkk�aYsr+�hmbktchmf�
Ybnqm+�jmnakdrr+�ansskd�aYs�Ymc�rokhs�fqho�
’cntakd�jmna(-�Wnt�bYm�rdd�sgdhq�aYsr�adhmf�
stqmdc�Ys�sgd�bnloYmx&r�eYbsnqx�knbYshnm�hm�
GYqsvhbj+�itrs�04�lhmtsdr�eqnl�Bnnodqrsnvm-
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�bnnodqrsnvmaYs-bnl�enq�lnqd�
hmenqlYshnm-

�
James Country Mercantile
IYldr�Bntmsqx�LdqbYmshkd�rsYqsdc�khed�hm�0874�
Yr�IYldr�Bntmsqx�LtyykdknYchmf+�qhfgs�hm�sgd�
gdYqs�ne�sgd�YqdY�vghbg�aqdc�Ymc�mtqstqdc�
EqYmj�Ymc�Idrrd�IYldr-
IYldr�Bntmsqx�LdqbYmshkd�hr�mnv�nmd�ne�sgd�
kYqfdrs�rtskdqhdr�hm�dwhrsdmbd+�needqhmf�Y�etkk�
khmd�ne�ghrsnqhbYkkx�YbbtqYsd�fnncr+�btrsnl�
rdvhmf+�qdrdYqbg+�bnmrtksYshnm+�Ymc�YrrnbhYsdc�
rdquhbdr-�Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�
xntq�UAA@�Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�
xntq�04!�chrbntms-�Uhrhs�iYldrbntmsqx-bnl�
enq�lnqd�hmenqlYshnm-

�
K&P Weaver
Rhmbd�0883+�J�%�O�VdYudq+�KKB�edYstqdr�
qdoqnctbshnmr�ne�ghrsnqhb�uhmsYfd�aYrd�aYkk�
tmhenqlr�ne�sgd�08sg�Bdmstqx�Ymc�dYqkx,1/sg�
Bdmstqx+�dptholdms�Ymc�lnqd-
J�%�O�tmhenqlr+�bknsghmf�Ymc�Ybbdrrnqhdr�bYm�
ad�entmc�Ybqnrr�sgd�aYkkehdkcr�ne�@ldqhbY�sn�

ghrsnqhbYk�kYmclYqjr�Ymc�ltrdtlr�rtbg�Yr�sgd�
MYshnmYk�AYrdaYkk�GYkk�ne�EYld+�RlhsgrnmhYm�
Hmrshstshnm+�LKA�@kk,RsYq�EYmEdrs+�Ymc�
sgdx&ud�addm�rddm�hm�sgd�GAN�CnbtldmsYqhdr�
zSgd�Btqrd�ne�sgd�AYlahmn+“�zGhskdq&r�OYvm+“�
Ymc�ehklr�rtbg�Yr�zCtllx�Gnx“�Ymc�zBno�
Nts-“
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�0/!�
chrbntms�ctd�sn�qhrhmf�lYsdqhYk�bnrsr�enq�sgd�
otqbgYrd�ne�sdYl�rghqsr+�Ymc�jmhbjdqr�Ymc�
sqntrdqr-
Uhrhs�aYrdaYkkYldqhbYroYrshld-bnl�enq�lnqd�
hmenqlYshnm-

�Stockbridge Sewing Works
Rsnbjaqhcfd�Rdvhmf�Vnqjr�gYr�Ykk�ne�xntq�
08sg bdmstqx mddcr enq gYsr Ymc nsgdq rdvhmf
oqnidbsr-
BnmsYbs�MnqlY�GhkcdaqYmc�sn�chrbtrr�gYsr+�
aYmmdqr+�Ymc�Ymx�nsgdq�hsdlr�rgd�lYx�ad�Yakd�
sn�lYjd�enq�xnt-�Mn�gdYc�sn�ahf�nq�snn�rlYkk-�
Ehs�Ymc�ptYkhsx�ftYqYmsddc-�GYmc�bqYesdc�nmd�
Ys�Y�shld�hm�sgd�TR@-
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�rsnbjaqhcfdrdvhmfvnqjr-bnl�
enq�lnqd�hmenqlYshnm-
�

Phoenix Bat Company
Rhmbd�0885+�Ogndmhw�AYs�Bn-�gYr�addm�
bqYeshmf�vnnc�aYsr�ntsrhcd�ne�Bnktlatr+�
Nghn-�Ogndmhw�AYsr�rsYqsr�ax�otqbgYrhmf�nmkx�
oqn,fqYcd�vnnc�sn�cdkhudq�Y�ptYkhsx�aYs�sn�xnt�
Ymc�oqnr�Ykhjd-�Sgdhq�aYsr�Yqd�nmkx�lYcd�eqnl�
@ldqhbYm�sno,fqYcd�vnncr�khjd�qnbj�lYokd+�
xdkknv�ahqbg�Ymc�mnqsgdqm�vghsd�Yrg-�Ghrsnqx�
Ymc�AYbjfqntmc�ne�Ogndmhw�AYs�Bn-
Entmcdq�Ymc�enqldq�nvmdq�Kdesx�SqtcdYt�
rsYqsdc�okYxhmf�08sg�Bdmstqx�aYrdaYkk�enq�sgd�
Nghn�GhrsnqhbYk�Rnbhdsx�hm�0880-�Hm�0885+�gd�
vYr�qdrsnqhmf�nkc�gntrdr�enq�Y�khuhmf�Ymc�gYc�Y�
rlYkk�vnnc�rgno-
zSgd�GhrsnqhbYk�Rnbhdsx�jmdv�lx�rgno�
hmbktcdc�Ym�nkc�kYsgd�Ymc�sgdx�Yrjdc�he�H�bntkc�
lYjd�rnld�aYsr�sxohbYk�ne�sgd�075/r+“�SqtcdYt�
qdbYkkdc-�zH�Yfqddc-�Khsskd�chc�H�dwodbs�gnv�
ltbg�H�vntkc�gYud�sn�kdYqm�nq�gnv�ltbg�etm�
H�vntkc�gYud-�Mns�nmkx�chc�lx�sdYl�khjd�sgd�
aYsr�ats�sgd�sdYlr�vd�vdqd�okYxhmf�rsYqsdc�
Yrjhmf�ld�sn�lYjd�aYsr�enq�sgdl�Yr�vdkk-“
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�ogndmhwaYsr-bnl.uhmsYfd,aYsr�
enq�lnqd�hmenqlYshnm-

�

19th Century Base Ball
He�xnt�vYms�sn�fds�sgd�aYkk�sgYs�rsYqsdc�hs�
Ykk+�sgdm�xnt�vYms�08sg�Bdmstqx�AYrd�AYkk-�
BYkk�Dqhb�Lhjkhbg�Ys�520,685,41//�nq�d,lYhk�
hmen;08baYrdaYkk-bnl-
RYhc�Qnm�RvnancY+�rsYq�ne�sgd�0858�Mdv�Wnqj�
Ldsr+�08bAYrdaYkk-bnl�hr�zsqtkx�Y�nmd,ne,Y,
jhmc�qdrntqbd�enq�hm,cdosg�hmenqlYshnm�qdkYsdc�
sn�sgd�ghrsnqx�ne�ntq�fqdYs�ronqs-�H�dmbntqYfd�
Ykk�aYrdaYkk�dmsgtrhYrsr�sn�uhrhs�sgd�rhsd�sn�
kdYqm�lnqd�Yants�gnv�sgd�fYld�qdYkkx�adfYm-“
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�08bAYrdaYkk-bnl�enq�lnqd�
hmenqlYshnm-
�

USA Smacker Bats
TR@�RlYbjdq�AYsr�lYjdr�Ykk�hsr�aYsr�ax�gYmc+�
mns�ax�lYbghmd-
zHe�Y�uhmsYfd�aYkkhrs�vYmsr�sn�ad�sqtd�sn�sgd�
shld�odqhnc�ne�okYx+�vd�Yqd�sgd�bnloYmx�sn�
trd+“�oqnoqhdsnq�AqhYm�BYqsdq�rYxr-
RlYbjdq�AYsr�Yqd�gYmclYcd�ax�bqYesrldm�
’hmbktchmf�BYqsdq(�adghmc�Y�kYsgd�---�rgYohmf+�
rYmchmf+�rsYhmhmf.�oYhmshmf�Ymc�rsqhohmf�sgd�
aYsr�itrs�khjd�sgd�nqhfhmYkr�aYbj�hm�sgd�07//r-
Vhsg�Y�pthbj�stqmYqntmc�adsvddm�0,1�
vddjr+�sgdrd�aYsr�Yqd�Ykk�@ldqhbYm+�vhsg�Ykk�
@ldqhbYm�snnkr�Ymc�lYsdqhYkr-
zVd�adkhdud�hm�ptYkhsx�ne�ptYmshsx+“�BYqsdq�
rYxr-�Sgdhq�oqhbhmf�hr�bnlodshshud�Yr�vdkk-
zVd�knud�sgd�ghrsnqx�ne�sgd�aYrd�aYkk�aYs+�
vghbg�akddcr�hmsn�ntq�oYrrhnm�enq�lYjhmf�
sgdl-�Vd�Yqd�nardrrdc�vhsg�aYrd�aYkk�aYsr-“�
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-
BnmsYbs�AqhYm�BYqsdq�Ys�rlYbjdq;bnlbYrs-
mds�nq�uhrhs�rlYbjdqaYsr-bnl.uhmsYfd-

UAA@�udmcnq�ronskhfgs


