DA

[,

Thse VHEA offers you an
opportumity W enjoy a weckend in sunny
Flarido’s Fori Myers, March 15 fo the
March [Tih, Jotn in the fun and enjoy the
appartunity o spend time with memberm
of the vintage base ball communety

I have emoyed spending time this
Winter in Florida with the three Florida
vintage base ball clubs, Sumilay, lamary
28, ook o thoee hour orip o Eakoowond
Ranch's Bob (lardener Community Park
to watch the Bradenton Shamrocks,

Forl Myers Vagabonds, and Awigwnihs
games. Kevin Doyle, Captain of the
Wagabonds, ssked me to umpire the
games. MNext up was the Awkwoands
Kisstmmeee C'up ot Mloneer Village,
Saturday, February |7, In adilitmn to the
three Florida Clubs, the Muiun] Base
Ball Club ol New' York poined in the
EvETdil.

Epending time during the Winter
with vintage base bhall clisbs in Arizona
andd Florielas offers to those who play for
the: lowe ol the gaine, the opporissity (o
play ball year ronnst

Thia Winter's WV BHRA 2024 Fort

m'-ﬂ J . ,
’H|ﬂTEI 2023 - 393‘

by

1 ICICLY

LS

Myers Confierence includes watching
the Roston Red Sox play the Minocsots
Twina, or hanging oul with wintage hase
ball friends at the Millennial Brewing
Compoemy Friday, March |5,

Saturday, March 16, ks packed wih
vintige buse ball cxperiences of T amd
o the playing field. The morning offens
EXperl presentalions covering A range
of haschal| historses, From Florida fiom
the Civil War, corlicst Spring Tratningg,
the Navy, Black History, Umpiring, and
Imonc,

e 1he afternoon head over to
Hiwtoric Terry Park for the All-Comern
game. The stadsuny was built ps o spring
trarming ballpark for Conpse Moack’s
Mhilagdeiphm Athletics m 1925 serving
w5 a Sprog Training park for many
Mapor Leaguoe Hall Clabs. Cloge owt the
evediing with the atnaal W HEA banguast
mf Ilstorie Edbson and Ford 'Winter
Estates’ Biver Favillion

The night’s keyvnote speaker,

Susan Dellinger, tells the story of her
Hall of Fame grandfather, of Edd J
Waoanly, HOF 19620, and the 1919 Warld

Series between his club the Cincinmati
Reds and the Shoeless Joe Jackion’s
Chicagn White Sox. Closg out the
evening peking up your Silent Auwction
“winminga,”

Check out this year's VEHBA Fort
Myers Conference hitpefwwwovhba,
o 200 4-conference-registration/

O a somber nobe three significant
members of the vintage base hall
community hove passed away. Rick
“Uncle Jesne™ Brower of the Tennessce
Msociation of Vinlage Hase Hall,
Clordopn Olson, foundes i 199] of the
Kent Base Ball Teasn { KRBLC) of Grand
Rapuls, M1, and Ken Wenver, Kei
started K & P Wieaver with Poula that for
over 20 years has been making cuslom
Crvil War uniforms and vintage baschall
wniforms shipping them both nationally
andd infernationally

Spring is pust grovnd the cormner.
Vintage hade hall clubs in both the
bl plwest ponigl Exid have most of their
202 schedules sai up

Watch the VERA Soceal Media for
ihe new podeast, VEHA Today.

- FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME!
GARY THE PROFESSOR SCHIAPPACASSE VBBA PRESIDENT




ABSDOCIATION

REMEMBER AS YOUR CLUB PLANS FOR THE
FUTURE THAT THE VBBA IN ADDITION TO LIA-
BILITY INSURANCE, OFFERS ITS MEMBER BALL
CLUBS UP TO A15% DISCOUNT ON SEVEN VEN-
DOR’S PRODUCTS. THE MERCHANT CODE FOR
VBBA MEMBERS IS VBBA1996. THEY INCLUDE:

15% Discount
Phoenix Bats:
www.phoenixbats.com

Stockbridge Sewing Works:
www.stockbridgesewingworks.com

K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

19cbaseball:
www.19cbaseball.com

James Country Mercantile:
WWW.jamescountry.com

Smacker Bats:
www.smackerbats.com
Cooperstown Bats:

www.cooperstown bat.com

James Country Mercantile:
WWWw.jamescountry.com

10% Discount
K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

GET CONNECTED WITH THE VBBA
www.vbhba.org

www.facebook.com/
vintagebaseballassociation

twitter.com/VBBA19C

www.instagram.com/
Vintage_Base_Ball_Assoc

VBBA Town Hall Facebook
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2024 VBBA Fort Myers

Conference Presenters

John “Stinky” Jack Glenn
Baile Freyer Pelikan Miller
“Society of Baseball Research’s “Scraping Henry Chadwick’s “Vintage Base Ball’s “A Century of Fort Myers
Nineteenth Century Scrapbook” Enduring Legacy” Spring Training”

Overlooked Legends”

Kevin Dovl Dr. Susan Dellinger, Steve Flanagan
evin boyie KEYNOTE SPEAKER “Base ball during the US Civil War &
U.S. Navy Base Ball 1864 to 1910 “A Shadow in the Night”, the Unsolved early (1890-1910) base ball in Florida”

Mystery of the famous 1919 World Series.

. sl ny e
Dr. Leslie Heaphy Matt Holl Allen “Honest Al”
“19th Century Black Base Ball” Andre Shq er stqre
Connie Mack, Thomas Edison and the History Side Line Re—'enactor
of Spring Training in Fort Myers” & Umpire
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

Dr. Susan Dellinger

"A Shadow in the Night”, the
Unsolved Mystery of the
famous 1919 World Series.”

Why eight men were
banned from baseball for their
lifetime is still an unsolved
mystery today! You will hear
this exciting story in the “voi-
ce” of a Baseball Hall of Famer
enshrined in Cooperstown NY.
Dr. Susan Dellinger has been
an active member of the
Society of American Baseball
Research (SABR) for close to
20 years. She has spoken on
her book, Red Legs and Black
Sox*, for baseball groups from
California, Canada, and New
York to the Seymour-Mills
Chapter of SABR in Ft. Myers,
FL. As a member of Hall of
Fame “royalty” (granddau-
ghter of Edd ] Roush, HOF
1962), Dr. Susan is intimately
knowledgeable about the
Cincinnati Reds ball club in
the early 20th Century. Her
grandfather was the Cincinnati
star “slugger” pitted against
Chicago’s Shoeless Joe Jackson
in the infamous 1919 World
Series.

Dr. Susan is an author and a
professional speaker residing in
Tampa, Florida with husband
and seventh-grade sweetheart,
Dr. Bob. Her books are publi-
shed in 8 languages including
Russian, Spanish, Chinese and
Arabic. Her hobbies include
piano, bridge and collecting
frequent flyer points.

Bob Baile

Society of Baseball Re-
search’s Nineteenth Cen-

tury Overlooked Legends.

The talk will cover descrip-
tions of the 15 selections of
the 19th Century Committee’s
Overlooked Legend Project
since 2009.

Bob Bailey is the Co-Chair-
man of the Nineteenth
Century Committee of the
Society for American Baseball
Research. He has been part of
the Committee’s leadership for
seventeen years. A member of
SABR for over 40 years, Bailey
has published 24 articles and
essays in SABR publications
since 1987. His article on the
National League dropping four
teams in 1900 was selected
as one of the 50 best articles
published by SABR since its
founding.

In addition to about 20
articles on 19th Century
baseball he has also written
articles about Playing Mana-
gers, Charlie Finley, the minor
league’s Junior World Series
and Dixie Series, Negro Lea-
gues and several book reviews.
He served as Associate Editor
for SABR’s Inventing Baseball:
The 100 Greatest Games of
the 19th Century. His book,
The History of the Junior
World Series was a finalist for
the Casey Award in 2004.

In a career outside baseball,
Bailey served as the CEO of
three hospitals, managed the
development of seven new
hospitals, and was one of the
first five executives that started
Humana’s HMOs in 1984. He
is a graduate of the University
of Kentucky and holds a mas-
ters degree from the University
of Cincinnati.

Allen "Honest Al”

Stare
“Side Line Re-enactor and
Umpire”

Al “Honest Al” Stare served
as umpire, first for the Orphans
and since 2007 with the Sprin-
gfield Long Nine at games
throughout the Midwest. He
also became an avid student
of the game as it was played
in the 19th century, especially
pre-American Civil War base
ball.. (The central Illinois
teams play by rules that were
set down in 1858.)

T

Kevin Doyle
U.S.Navy Base Ball 1864 to
1910.

During this period, baseball
grew in importance as a form
of competition between U.S.
Navy ships and a source of
ship pride. Baseball played by
crews in overseas ports, helped
spread awareness of the game
globally.

Kevin M. Doyle grew up in
Delaware County, Pennsylva-
nia as a Phillies and Reds fan.
He played organized baseball
through high school. Kevin
earned Geology degrees from
the University of Dayton (BS
81) and the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee (MS 83).
Afterwards he married Alison,
a fellow geology student,
and raised two sons together

while working for Unocal and
Chevron in Casper, Los An-
geles, London, Bangkok and
Houston. Kevin coached Little
League in Bangkok!

He retired from full-time
work in 2016 and settled
in Fort Myers, FL. Kevin
currently teaching part-time
and online for the Wichita
State University Geology
Department. He is a Society
of Baseball Research member,
presenting a poster on WWII
Coast Guard Baseball at the
2022 SABR50 Conference.
Kevin formed the Fort Myers
Vagabonds Vintage Base Ball
Club in 2019. Kevin’s interest
in both baseball and the U.S.
Navy is credited to his father,
Edward T. Doyle Sr., who ser-
ved as a U.S. Navy Gunner’s
Mate during World War II.

Dr. Leslie Heaphy

Topic: 19th Century Black
Base Ball.

Dr. Leslie Heaphy Associa-
te Professor, history at Kent
State at Stark. Vice President
for SABR and President of
Board for the IWBC. Writ-
ten and edited a number of
books on the Negro Leagues
and Women’s baseball as well
as numerous book chapters,
articles and presentations. She
has presented for the VBBA at

two previous conferences.
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Glenn Miller
A Contury of Fort Myers
Spring Training”

Cilenn Miller belicves
bz arrencled bis first speing
rrxining g in 1962 in St
Petersbung’s Al Lang Field.
Thie Se. Lonsts Cardinaks and
the Miew York HL‘L’-.. m thetr
inaupnaral seasomn, then trained
i St Pere. Ar the time, he was
o e[} obsmemend] i, Morw,
be's & busclall<dmessed senis
CIgEn

gy between then and now,
Miller covered sporm for the
Zi1. Petenburg Evening Inde-
pendenr amd Forr Myen News-
Prems izl in recent yeass s
wrHETET spring irsnkng preview
stories for Florida Weskly and
the occaskonal beseball featre.

Fhe also weites smorics for
Ry Hobls Basehall’s prograens
s mewslernes. By Hlobbs
s an pamateur adull baschall
ofganization which holds its
anuss]l Woekd Series in Fort
Myers every lall. Mote thin
300 teams are expected
cofpete over (ive weels of
ply ot spring training verues
in 2024,

Wintoge Bose Balls
Endusing Legocy™

Jack Pelilon CFA, CISA,
CISSE s o bustness profosiio-
pal, university professor, SABR
member and author of Vinege
Buse Ball's Enduring Legacy
(Pocol Press, 2023), While
now 4 resident of Columbia,
MO, Mr, Pelilon grew up in
St. Lo and witnessed the
arca’s |9 cenaury hase ball
mewival while living in the
clty’s Lafayerte Square neigh-
borhood, home of one of the
first cepnized beine ball clubs
west of the Missizsippi and
il Mo PomEneng vinkge
clubs i":l: |.J.i|.|.l.i Perdecicn .‘l:l'l-l
Lafaverre Souane Cyclong)
Llltimately, the compelling vel
unhernkled sones behind the
virtage pume arud ba Pelikan's
imirivialed pasdions for beschall
history, research and seorytes
[ling were the caalyses for
Yintape Buse Ball's Enduring
Legpucy,

T A —

Juhn Stinky Freyer, fomser
Deep River Grinder player,
currend DIIL"JL'H Sﬂ.[lr.u.n:l,
formser edivor of the VBBRAS
*The Base Ball Flayes's Jour-
ral”, Ciarrerie WVBBEA Treasurer,
SARE meenber, co-suthor with
Mark Rucker of early base ball
hitseory hooko: 19th Century
Haseball in Chicago, 2003;
Chscapo Slugeers The Fme
75 Years (Images of Baschall)
J005; edited Peverelly's, Na-
thonal Clame, nimsdiction by
lobn Thom, MLE Hisorken,
2004,

“Bose ball during the LS Ci-
wil Wor & eorly [IBP0-1F101
bose ball in Florda®

Stephety Flanagan was bom
e Brookhm NY and moved o
Loeyg lulossd st o yoming age. He
remembers many sogies tokd
by hiba ddad abour the Brookhm
Diechigers, who had e i
San Francisco., In' 1962, the
WY Mets were bom, Stephen
v oy their fiot fama, He
collected boseball cands insd
plaved baseball on the neigh-
bt s, wery sinnibar
tor that depicted tn the mowvie
“Sandlot.” He went on fo play
High Scheol mnid College ba-
sehall. Bhie it didn't end there,
Seephen played semi-pno ball

urdl he was 49 yeams ald nnd
then joined & Senior Lesgnie
fior ployers 40+, He cooched his
itwn mona’ tess over o1 5-year

period and finally discovered
the Central Florida Awkwards
Vintage Base Ball Tenm afver
imorving to Flosida 0 2014,
Stephen bs o retired small k-
slrvess owier who has six kids
mrul mine prondksds, masvy of
I'I!.i.m FL‘I'E l'l‘.-iﬂ!l'h']u i1} .EII-

@nd the Hatory of Spring
Trarirg in Fort Myer,

The impact of Conmie Mock
arl the Athletic on apring
traiming in Fort Myern and the
apeing talmdng teams that fo-
llowek Plus, o peek at the new
spring tralring buseball exluibin
mt Edison Ford Winiter Estares

Holly Shaffer ts Progrum
Manager at Edeson & Fond
Winter Estates, She wos o bong-
time vobimtcer docent ut the
Joshus Chamberksin Misetn
aned & forimer edueator, She s
mn enthasinstic hasehal] fan,
|'e-;|.l!l|iu|.1:i:|$ of the Red S
Shie enjoys researching the his-
iary of speirg ordning in Fort
Miyers and Civil War lsisioey.

Mlare Andoes i the Cunitos
rial Reglstrar ot vhe Edison &
Fousd Winner Estates. o thia
ponition, he ploys an indegral
mde i collections managemest
i preservition, makmnbning
artifact catalog reconds, exhibsi
development and the interpre-
tation Of the Bdison & Ford
Winner Estnis,

s echoenticnal buckgroad
inchades a Masier of Amns
irn J’Elﬂilﬂf_-'ll SELLIIE Jﬂd
Posa - Pacealaureane Certifscate
{1 Musem Studies. He i
i mceber of the Amcrican
Alliznce of Museums, Florids
Ao lation of Museinms, and
Vintage Base Ball Association.
He hus appesred vn histosical
peoyraenaning feanmsed on Fox
il Wink news.



Boston Red Sox vs
Minnesota Twins Game

JETBLUE PARK, FRIDAY, MARCH 15 @ 6:05 PMEST
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

We have acquirned 20 tickets for the Red Sox - Twins game on March 15, The
time hus been moved 1o 605 PM. It interfieres with the lee Breaker, but not
evervone is an lee Breaker fan, Ticket price will be $43.50 per ticket.

Jet Blue Sisdiurn, Section 220 (3nd Base Grandsinnd), Rows 1, 2 and 3.

The tickets will need to be transferred by email to folks. We will need
their emnil address. They have to download the MBA app and open an scoount,
(That is how it is done these days), The digital tickets will appear in their MBA
Hallpark app. They can pay me by Venmo or in cash or check ot the conference.

Ali and | will offer unsold tickets to friends, family and our local HOA - 50 no
wurries sbout reimbursing us for unused tickets.




CORKY GASKELL
COMMITTEE CHAIR

RULES & CUSTOMS

COMMITTEE

VBBA Rules an

Customs Quiz

A

o

Bill Dieckmann Marcus Dickson  Allen “Honest Al” Stare Richard Hershberger Bob Tholkes Eric Miklich Paul Hunkele

Submit your answers to
rulesandcustoms@vbba.org.

Whoever gets the most answers
correct will receive a hand
made base ball, made by Corky
Gaskell.

In case of ties, all entries with
the most correct answers will
be put into a drawing and one
winner will be chosen.

Answers must be submitted by
midnight CST, November 30th,
2023.

Respectfully submitted,

VBBA Rules and Customs
Committee.

In the fall 2023 newsletter, we asked you to
show your knowledge of 19th century baseball
by responding to the following questions.

The following are the answers.

According to Corky Gaskell, The winner of the hand
made base ball is Jeff “Pine Tar” Kornhaas, who did
his research and got 9 out of 10 correct.

Question No. 1: For what sea- Question No. 2: In what
son did the National League season did theygoto 5
start counting foul balls as balls for a walk and 4
strikes ? strikes for a strike out ?
Answer No. 1: 1901. Bonus if you Answer No. 2: 1887.

knew it was enacted in the AL in 1903.
Now, to get the full story as to the
difference between a ball batted foul,
or a ball illegally batted (both known as
foul strikes in different periods), check
out the book “Strike Four,” by Richard
Hershberger.
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Question No. 3: What was the
first season they attempted to
include the infield fly rule?

Answer No. 3: This one is a bit com-
plicated, but here goes. In 1890 the Play-
ers League added verbiage to include a
form of the infield fly rule. In 1894 the
National League added language but it
was written in a way that didn’t fully
incorporate it as we know it, and the

rule as we know it is a 20th century rule.
Most 19th century club will not have to
worry about this rule, but umpires should
be aware of what is a catch versus a ball
that is trapped as teams will try to turn
the double or triple plays. You will get
an excellent review of this interesting
rule in the aforementioned book, “Strike
Four.”

Question No. 4: What was the
first season players were permit-
ted to overrun first base without
risk of being put out as long as
they didn’t attempt to run to
second base?

Answer No. 4: 1871, however in

1872, they added language stating that

the runner could be put out if tagged

after making a turn toward second
base.

Question No. 5: Which sport gave
them the idea of allowing to ove-
rrun first base?

Answer No. 5: Base Ball on ice.

Question No. 6: For what season
was the strikers line replaced by
the batters box?

Answer No. 6: 1874.

Question No. 7: What year, and in
what league or association, was
a hit batsman (first) allowed to
take first base?

Answer No. 7: The American
Association, 1884.

Question No. 8: In what year did
the required size and weight of
the base ball become the same
size and weight restriction as a
modern baseball?
Answer No. 8: 1872, but note that in
1871 the current modern ball did fit

within the spec, but it also allowed for a
slightly larger ball as well.

Question No. 9: In what year was
the maximum length of a base
ball bat set to 42 inches?

Answer No. 9: 1868.

Question No. 10: In what year
was it required by rule that the
home team bat last?

Answer No. 10: 1950.
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THE BAD-
TEMPERED
INJUNCTION

“Don’t elect bad tempered men in your club, no matter how
noted as players they may be. Leave them out, for they will
eventually do more injury to a club than benefit.”

So wrote Henry Chadwick, considered along with Daniel
Lucius “Doc” Adams, as one of the most influential pioneers
during baseball’s earliest years. You can find this quote on page
75, in Haney’s Base Ball book of Reference, an 1867 publication
edited and largely written by Chadwick.

In many ways it is a curious book — at least to modern eyes.
Only 23 of its 139 pages deal with rules. The rest of the pocket-
sized book, reproduced by The Henry Ford and distributed to
new clubs by the VBBA, addresses many other
matters ranging from Chadwick’s understandably
brief history of the game and its origins, 26 pages
on the duties and responsibilities of umpires, nine
on how to keep score, another three on the model
base ball player, including his moral attributes,
followed by instructions on organizing a club,
encompassing model constitutions and by-laws.
The remark above quoted appears in this section.

My three decades’ experience in the game
shows the validity of Chadwick’s advice, as it
reinforces another recommendation immediately preceding the
bad-tempered injunction.

“It is desirable to secure the services of one or two men in a
club who will take as much interest in its welfare as if it was a pet
stock company, yielding them large pecuniary returns. Without
such supporters, no club will flourish long as a general thing.”

What was Chadwick up to? Well, as noted in a column
earlier this year, Chadwick had an agenda. He promoted in game
coverage and in publications like Haney’s Base Ball Book of
Reference, both scientific and gentlemanly play. He wanted base

BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

ball played well but he also desired it to uphold moral standards.

Other parts of the book give interesting prescriptions for
playing the various positions, batting, selection of a bat, pitching,
and, again, the physical and moral attributes necessary to be a
successful catcher or fielder.

We need many more detailed studies of baseball’s explosive
growth through post-Civil War America — not just the top teams
but the everyday clubs that perhaps played for only a year or
two before falling before the rising tides of competition, costs,
gambling, and other factors. To what extent did these long-
forgotten clubs read and follow Chadwick’s recommendations?
Were Haney’s and Beadles’ guides widely circulated
among players or only seen, if at all, by club leaders?
Perhaps some day we will have detailed studies on
Eastern clubs aside from the leading ones and ones
for Ohio and Wisconsin and California and places in
between. Maybe the next researcher to add a brick to this
wall of knowledge is now at work in one of history’s true
virgin fields.

In the meantime, it is good to contemplate what
Chadwick was up to and why he organized and wrote
Haney’s Base Ball Book of Reference in this way.

Time would reveal that Chadwick was on the right track in his
conclusion:

“. .. whether Base Ball be regarded as a desirable means of
physical exercise, an exciting game for the masses, a recreation
for the refined classes of the community, or an out-door sport
devoid of every objectional attribute to the most fastidious
moralist could charge it with possessing, it is equally to be
commended to the patronage of every reputable citizen, North,
East, South and West, as the most suitable game for the national
out-door sport of the American people.”



Dennis Pops Wiegmann

' I
{ 7y .2

Former VBBA President, VBBA

Secretary, Founder of the Huntington

Champion Hilltoppers, and Black
Flags BBC of Droverton

Helen The Wild Sicilian
DeGeatano

Former VBBA Trustee, founder of the
Douglas Dutchers BBC

Ed Molasses Shuman

Former VBBA Secretary, Founder of
the Canal Fulton Mules VBBC in 1994

VINTAGE BASE BﬁLLI
ABBOCIATION

Article III.

Executive Board

SECTION 8. VETERANS BOARD.

1. POWERS.

The Veterans Board members serve the Executive Board in
the role as an advisory body. They are eligible to participate

in Executive Board meetings.

2. NUMBER.

There can be no more than seven member of the Veterans
Board. They may serve on the Veterans Board for life, as

long as they are able.

3. ELIGIBILITY TO SERVE

The Veterans Board members must have served on the
Executive Board for a minimum of four years. They are

chosen by a majority vote of the Executive Board



Rick “Uncle Jesse” Brewer’s

Memorial

In late November, the Tennessee
Association of Vintage Base Ball lost
one of its most esteemed members.
Rick Brewer, or “Uncle Jesse” was
known in almost any vintage base ball
circle you could come across.

Rick was born in January of 1950
and grew up on a dairy farm. If you'd
ever met him and shook his hand,
you’d know that those cows sure
had it rough. His hands were made
for vintage base ball. It was like he
always had a glove on. Rick’s love for
baseball started with the Yankees. His
Dad would play Yankees games on
aradio hanging in the barn because
they realized it kept the dairy cows
calm and they produced better. This
instilled a love for the Yankees that
Rick would carry with him his en6re
life. One of his yearly escapes was
to travel to Tampa to watch Spring
Training.

Rick got into the vintage base
ball world when one of our founding
ballists, Trapper “Mammas Boy”
Haskins went into the Co-Op where
Uncle Jesse was working to buy liner
for fields. Rick asked him what he
was playing, and Trapper explained
vintage base ball to him. From that
moment, he was all in. From 2020
on, Uncle Jesse held positions on the
board of the Tennessee Association of
Vintage Base Ball, and he was named
Commissioner of our league for the
2021 and 2022 seasons.
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Rick loved to play anywhere and
everywhere he could. I started playing
in our league in 2017 and Rick would
ride with me to away matches all
over the Eastern part of the States.

I’ll never forget his optimism when it
came to base ball. Mind you, he hated
to lose, but no matter if he won or lost,
he’d say base ball was “The most fun
a boy could have with his pants on.”

One of my favorite stories about
Rick was on a trip to Chicago around
2020. We had limped up there from
Tennessee with 9 ballists and we
played 3 matches on Saturday and
2 on Sunday. We got in the truck
and had to drive all the way back to
Nashville to make it to work the next
morning. I remember driving 7 hours
before pulling over the I-65 bridge
in Louisville and finally telling Rick
that [ needed him to drive for a while.
Rick kind of giggled and reached
up to turn on the cabin light. He had
secretly been drinking his signature
Yuengling’s since leaving Chicago
and I had no idea. The floorboard was
nothing but empty cans. (He told me
later that he had them in his bag and
he kept pouring them into a cup while
I was driving so I wouldn’t notice.)
He then fell asleep until I pulled into
Nashville. I couldn’t be mad at him.

I figured if he could do that at 70, he
deserved not to have to drive.

Looking back at his services
that we held at his team’s field in

Murfreesboro, there were tons of
stories like that. I don’t think I've

met a single person that didn’t like
Rick. From farming friends to dairy
friends, Co-Op friends to vintage
base ball friends; Everyone had a
story to tell about Rick. It’s going

to be tough taking the field without
him this season. He made such a
major impact on so many people in
such a short 6me. Smacker Bats has
his willow on their website, so his
fans can swing that monstrosity of a
fence post. In December of 2023, the
Tennessee VBB Board of Directors
voted unanimously to rename the
Commissioners Award to the Rick
Brewer award. That award goes to

the ballist that goes above and beyond
to represent The Associa6on to the
highest standard throughout the year.
Personally, I can’t think of a higher
honor. All we can do now is learn
from him and try to fill his shoes as
best as we can. One thing’s for sure,
no matter how bright the sun shines or
how green the grass gets this spring, it
will feel like something’s missing.

Until we meet again,
old friend. Strike well.

Rocky “Stonewall” Jackson
Commissioner,
Tennessee Association of
Vintage Base Ball



Membership in the
Vintage Base Ball
Association is open and
available to clubs as well
as to individuals who
would like to support
the organization.
Memberships are vital
to the organization’s
success.

« FULL MEMBER CLUBS

$75/year or $125/two years*:

full-fledged vintage club nines who play
at least six games a year.

« ASSOCIATE CLUBS

$50/year*:

vintage clubs who play less than six
games/year

 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
$20/year*:
individual ballists, civilian interpreters

VINTAGE BASE BALL
ABLOCIATION

Full
Member
Clubs

Associate
Member
Clubs

Individual
Membership

Base Ball Player’s
Chronicle newsletter

Ve

Ve

Invitation to National Convention

Ve

Ve

VBBA Directory Listing

Ve

Voting Rights (2 votes)

General Liability Insurance

The VBBA is covered whenever a local
team plays. If, for example, a spectator
gets hit by a stray ball and sues, the
policy will respond to cover the natio-
nal organization. If the local team has
no money, but is recognized as a VBBA
member club then litigant will go to
where the money is, the VBBA.

***\IBBA member clubs must contact
the VBBA for VBBA certificates of in-
surance as required by specific venues
and dates ***

SIS

Access to Base Ball Historical Archivists

Access to Rule Interpretations for Reenactments

Page with Team Picture, Schedule and Brief History

Annual Membership

Paying online? Be sure to include your team name In the "Special

Imtructhors.®

v
N}
75
Donastr

550
Donats

S0
Donate



National Association of Historic

Base Ball Clubs Kicks Off in 2024.

TOM “BIG BAT”
FESOLOWICH

BASE BALL

There’s a new organization in vintage base

ball that is starting in 2024. The National
Association of Historic Base Ball Clubs will
start play this season. The organization is open
to any 19th century base ball club that is looking
to play under the strict rule interpretation of the
year they play. The Association has started with
24 charter clubs stretching from Maine down to
Baltimore, Maryland. They also have associate
members in Virginia and Kentucky as well as
Pennsylvania.

The NA can trace itself all the way back to

2007 when it started as the Maryland State
Championship series. The Easton Fair Plays
(now the Talbot Fair Plays), the Elkton Eclipse,
and the Chesapeake & Potomac Club started
playing for the state championship. Not long
after, C&P broke in to 3 different

are from. If you have less than 5 years of
experience, you can apply to be an associate
member. The NA’s primary goals are to
promote the accurate play of its member clubs;
to publicize the clubs; to act as a resource
for the clubs and individual players for rules,
customs, language, equipment, and structure;
and to grow the game. There is no charge to
become a member and there is no structure to
the Association—it is just an affinity group.
Members of the NAHBBC are encouraged to be
or become members of the Vintage Base Ball
Association (VBBA) as it is a sub group of the
VBBA who both have very similar goals yet
nothing adverse to the other. The NAHBBC is
open to any club who interprets a year of play
from 1857-1899.

The NAHBBC has some ambitious

clubs including the Chesapeake
Club (Baltimore), the Potomac
Club (Washington) and the

Old Dominion Club (Northern
Virginia). Arundel and Havre de
Grace soon joined in as well. As
new clubs were formed outside
of the state, the league added

ViNTaGE pane pALL

undertakings in 2024 including
setting up the proper way to score
a game and encouraging each club
to get its own scorekeeper. They
are encouraged to keep score

like Alexander Cartwright would
have using his own scoresheets.
Teaching the craft of umpiring is

the Flemington Neshanock

- ABBEOCIATION

also high on the NA’s list for 2024.

and the Delaware Diamond

States. It quickly expanded again to include
Lewes and Milford, Delaware; Philadelphia,
Harrisburg, West Chester and Kennett Square.
The new venture was called the Mid Atlantic
Vintage Base Ball League. It was very good

at promoting vintage base ball in the lower
Mid-Atlantic region and was a good scheduling
tool as well as a way to bounce ideas off of
each other. After another year it expanded to
include most of the clubs in New Jersey as well
as the Brooklyn Atlantics, Brooklyn Eckfords,
the New York Mutuals, New York Gothams
and Providence Grays. After Covid struck, the
League took a back seat as clubs tried to right
themselves and get back on track. In the fall of
2023, the MAVBBL decided to rebrand itself to
be more inclusive of clubs all over America.
Existing clubs with at least 5 years of experience
of playing base ball the way it appears in rule
books from the year they interpret can apply
for full membership regardless of where they
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All the clubs’ schedules and results
will appear on the NAHBBC dot com website
as well as standings for those clubs who like to
be on the competitive side. Rules and vendors
will also be available on the website as well
as a players’ forum where, once registered,
players can ask questions about rules, uniforms,
or whatever historical interest they may have.
Cleaning up the “historical zones” around the
benches and playing field are also paramount
to presenting the game in the most historically
accurate way as possible. Clubs have pledged
no modern wrist watches, no plastic water
bottles and no modern bats among other things.
If your club is interested in joining, just contact
us and we will pass along the information to
you. Also, if you are interested in starting a new
club and want to play by our interpretation of
the game, contact us and we will help you every
step of the way. We are looking forward to our
inaugural season and would love for you to join
us if you would like!



Kenneth J.
Weaver

Tt

SEPTEMBER 29, 1951 - FEBRUARY 1,

Kenneth ). “Kenny” Weaver, 72, of
Chrange, beloved husband of 46 years
to Puula Rappa Weaver, passed sway
on February |, 2024 surrounded by his
family at Yale New Haven Hospital
his dog, Paisley Mae. Brother of Shirley
Weaver of Woodbridge, Marilyn Eggers
of Fairfield, Robert (Eileen) Weaver
of Stratford, Albert (June) Weaver of
Barbara Harrington. Brother-in-law
to Richard (Cindy) Rappa of Penficld,
NY and George (Josephine) Rappa of
Ansonia. Kenny is also survived by many
loving nieces, nephews, great-nieces

He was born in Milford on
29, 1951 son of the late Albert and Bessie
Kenmy was o materials engineer for

K & PWEAVER, LLC

2024

Dresser Industries.

Ken enjoyed woodworking and
remodeling his home. He was a Civil War
Reenactor, bonoring his ancestors that
ﬁﬂsll‘linlhemﬂuwinihnwiﬂ

" and “Gods and Generals.™

He also had a passion for early bascball
from the 19th century and was a vintage
baseball player for many years. He staried
a business with Paula over 20 years
mwwmﬁbﬁq
them both nationally and
When it was time to rﬂmhmﬂh
ihundhln:ﬁﬂ;nutmlhhuhﬂmﬁh

ln'ﬁumfﬂnw:n.mumill
contributions may be made to the Juvenile
Dinbetes Research Foundation www.jdrf,
org or the CT Humane Society www,
cthumanc.org. Sign Kenny's guest book
online at www.portofuncralhomes net.

hitEe) ferwiwes lagacy cemdunl sbHusriemd nhiegister  norme S benndth- weover -ahituary Tids 34 773108



Gordon Olson

APRIL 5,1943 - JANUARY 18, 2024

Gordon L. Olson, Grond Fapids Crity
Historian Emerius, dicd on January 1§,
2024 ot the age of 30, A man of strong
principle and generosity, even o bewrt ns big
a% his wasn't enough to overcome the many
miedical challenges he faced in the losi two
vears of his life.

Born on April 5,1943, in Frederic,
Wisconsin, Gordon Olson grew up on a
farm. His parents instilled a strong work
ethic im him and his three siblings along with
i progressive political attinsde, Throughout
his life Gordon was not without opinons and
wits not shy about sharing them, On occasion
be'd ruffle some feathers, often with fongue
in eheek. He maintained a healthy cuniosity
nndd an engaging sense of bamor. He claimed
thiat he did not have o soft sade. But he did.
And e disployed o lifelong love of animals,
doting back to his earliest days on the farm,
wlomge with an enduring love of baoks

Olson pitended local elementary and
high schools and excelled af sports, He
hudd 1o, There wens about 20} boys in his
gradunting cluss of 40 and every ong
was expected to play for the varsity.

Oson then anended Wisconsin State
University, Hiver Falls, where he exrned o
BS degree in history, followed by an M5
in teaching. [t was here be miet his futune
wife, Christine Bronispewski, They were
murried in 1968, In 1969 he attended the
Liniversity of Wyoming to begin work on
his Phi). During this time, he served as
curator of the Wyoming State Muscum.
In 1972, while attending a seminar af

KENT BASE BALL TEAM (KBBC)

Colonial Williamaburg, Olson met Grand
Rapids Public Muoseum Director Weldon
Frankfsrer who offered him the job of
Assigtant Director of the Museum, The
Dlson’s relocated e Michigan and Gordon
worked for the Museum untl 1979 when
he was named 10 the newly-created post of
Cirmnd Rapids City Historean, just one of a
small group of city historians in the counry,

Olson thrived in his new job. He embraced
his new community and became the primary
resolurce for city history. He welcomed all
who visited his office a1 the Grand Rapids
Publie Library with research questiois or
just to share slonies, He was an avid listener,
And his reputation traveled well It was
often sid that snyone visiting from Crand
Rapids to amywhere in the continental LS.,
and sometimes bevond, would eventually be
asked if they knew Gordon (Hson, His home
community knew him well end showed it
appreciation. After his retirement from his
city post he was named Grand Rapids City
Historing Emeritus, In 2002 he carned the
Albert Baxter Award from the Grand Rapids
Historical Soctety, and in 2014 he was
the initin] recipient of the Kutsche Office
of Local History Award, an honor later
changed 1o the Gordon Olson Awird

Gondon originmated and/or presided over
projects that included the city's historical
marker and riverfront exhibit and ethnic
history programs, the Great Lakes Beadwork
traveding exhibit, Downtown Grrand Rapids
willing tours und videos, o Festival of the
Arts Downtown History Tour, and well over




a thousand programs and lectures to groups
throughout the community, In addition, he
wiis & sought-after member for numerous
organizations and was a willing volunteer.
He served on the boand of the Historical
Society of Michigan and was & founding
member of the National Council of Public
History. He also aught history at Grand
Olson authored over 40 books and
articles and served as editor on many
others, Among these were the exhibit
catalog Beads: Their Use By Upper Great
Laukes Indinng, A Grand Rapids Sampler,
Grand Rapids: A City Renewed; Grand
Rapids and Its People, a local history text
10 Freedom, the story of the Viemamese
in West Michigan; Thin lee: Coming of
Age in Grand Rapids, co-edited with
Reinder VanTil; A Michigan Polar Bear
Anderson’s World War | memoir of service
in northern Russin; The Notorious [siac
Earl and His Scouts, the story of LL [nanc
scouts he commanded during the Civil War,
Amway, Steelcase Inc., Mary Free Bed
Hospital, the Grand Rapids Foundation,
Rabert B. Annis Water Resources Institute
at GVSL, Clark Retirement Commaunity,
and lrwin Seating Company, His writing
cureer led him to become one of the original
members of 8 community of writers and
literary enthusinsts that still meet woekly a
Olson maintained his bove affair with
sports by continuing to play into his exrly
605, He was a founding member of the
Gilmour Gorillas and o regular on the Old
Yellers City Rec softball teams, He formed
and managed a vintage baseball team (no
gloves), the Kent Base Ball Club, from
1991 to 2012, taking his team to venucs in

Michigan such s Fallshurg, Douglas, Bay
car mﬁmmm

Mﬂ:ﬂmwmmﬁmm
Kents also visited communities throughout
hhlﬁwudﬂhﬁphnn.rﬂu

1uurumuuhdﬂumulljrltllhuﬂd¢
Park that drew as many as 16 teams from
throughout the Midwest.
history in a marriage filled with adventure.
Christine was well known in the community
ns well, o5 a fine anist and as o teacher o
Kendall College of Art and Design. She is
currently a docent 4t The Grand Rapids An
children, he und Christine enjoyed their
mniy nieces and n And Gardon
casily became a fother figure to countless
students, teammates, ond friends, young
and old. The Olson’s were also experienced
world travelers, Gordon recently fulfilled a
ﬁmﬂm“vﬁmmm

llﬂ-

Gordon is survived by his wife Christine,
his brother Gary (Kim), and his sisters Carol
{Ted Fox), and Lots {Jerry Peterson), as well
as many nieces and nephews.

It 15 impossible to simmartae a life such
43 Gordon Olson’s. There are mofe storics
than there is time to adequately tell them.
This being saiid, a memorizl will be held
fior Gordon at a date vet to be announced.
In the meantime, donations in his name can
be made to: The Literucy Center of West
Michigan, the Kutsche Office of Local
History at GVSL, and the Grand Rpids
Public Library Foundation.
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Baseball Presentations at Edison and Ford Winter Estates
March 15, 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.

The presentations will be on the history of spring training in Fort Myers and Roberto Clemente and
the Pittsburgh Pirates during the team’s time in Fort Myers. Included with Estates admission. Free for
Edison Ford members.

Vintage “Base Ball” Game at Historic Terry Park
March 17, 11 a.m.

Three teams (the Fort Myers Vagabonds, Bradenton Shamrocks, and the Central Florida Awkwards)
will play in a small tournament format by 1860s rules. Players will wear vintage uniforms, no gloves,
and use wood bats and lemon peel baseballs. Baseball was spelled with two words during that time.
Tickets: 55 for adults; students & children 18 and under admitted free.

EdisonFord.org - 239-334-7419




[@7 VBBA vendor spotlight

COOPERSTOWN BAT COMPANY

Since 1981, Cooperstown Bat Company has
specialized in game bats for play, custom
personalized engravings and autographed
bats.

Their pro model bats are available for players
of all levels from the beginner through to

the Major Leagues. Cooperstown bat is being
used in several MLB organizations, American
Legion, Babe Ruth, travel team, and high
school players.

Cooperstown Bat Company also makes
various vintage base ball bats, including
acorn, knobless, bottle bat and split grip
(double knob). You can see their bats being
turned at the company’s factory location in
Hartwick, just 15 minutes from Cooperstown.
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit cooperstownbat.com for more
information.

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE

James Country Mercantile started life in 1985
as James Country Muzzleloading, right in the
heart of the area which bred and nurtured
Frank and Jesse James.

James Country Mercantile is now one of the
largest sutleries in existence, offering a full
line of historically accurate goods, custom
sewing, research, consultation, and associated
services. Don’t forget when ordering to use
your VBBA Member Code vbbal996 to get
your 15% discount. Visit jamescountry.com
for more information.

Banrbioll Aiiicd s Pl - & & P Reeeee Ll

K&P WEAVER

Since 1994, K & P Weaver, LLC features
reproductions of historic vintage base ball
uniforms of the 19th Century and early-20th
Century, equipment and more.

K & P uniforms, clothing and accessories can
be found across the ballfields of America to

historical landmarks and museums such as the
National Baseball Hall of Fame, Smithsonian
Institution, MLB All-Star FanFest, and
they've been seen in the HBO Documentaries
“The Curse of the Bambino,” “Hitler’s Pawn,”
and films such as “Dummy Hoy” and “Cop
Out.”

Member Code vbbal996 to get your 10%
discount due to rising material costs for the
purchase of team shirts, and knickers and

trousers.
Visit baseballamericaspastime.com for more
information.

STOCKBRIDGE SEWING WORKS

Stockbridge Sewing Works has all of your
19th century needs for hats and other sewing
projects.

Contact Norma Hildebrand to discuss hats,
banners, and any other items she may be able
to make for you. No head to big or too small.
Fit and quality guaranteed. Hand crafted one
at a time in the USA.

Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit stockbridgesewingworks.com
for more information.

PHOENIX BAT COMPANY

Since 1996, Phoenix Bat Co. has been
crafting wood bats outside of Columbus,
Ohio. Phoenix Bats starts by purchasing only
pro-grade wood to deliver a quality bat to you
and pros alike. Their bats are only made from
American top-grade woods like rock maple,
yellow birch and northern white ash. History
and Background of Phoenix Bat Co.

Founder and former owner Lefty Trudeau
started playing 19th Century baseball for the
Ohio Historical Society in 1991. In 1996, he
was restoring old houses for a living and had a
small wood shop.

“The Historical Society knew my shop
included an old lathe and they asked if I could
make some bats typical of the 1860s,” Trudeau
recalled. “I agreed. Little did I expect how
much [ would have to learn or how much fun
[ would have. Not only did my team like the
bats but the teams we were playing started
asking me to make bats for them as well.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit phoenixbats.com/vintage-bats
for more information.

! : .
19TH GENTURY BASE BALL

If you want to get the ball that started it

all, then you want 19th Century Base Ball.
Call Eric Miklich at 631-796-5200 or e-mail
info@19cbaseball.com.

Said Ron Swoboda, star of the 1969 New York
Mets, 19cBaseball.com is “truly a one-of-a-
kind resource for in-depth information related
to the history of our great sport. I encourage
all baseball enthusiasts to visit the site to
learn more about how the game really began.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%

discount. Visit 19cBaseball.com for more

information.

USA SMACKER BATS

USA Smacker Bats makes all its bats by hand,
not by machine.

“If a vintage ballist wants to be true to the
time period of play, we are the company to
use,” proprietor Brian Carter says.

Smacker Bats are handmade by craftsmen
(including Carter) behind a lathe ... shaping,
sanding, staining/ painting and striping the
bats just like the originals back in the 1800s.
With a quick turnaround between 1-2
weeks, these bats are all American, with all
American tools and materials.

“We believe in quality of quantity,” Carter
says. Their pricing is competitive as well.
“We love the history of the base ball bat,
which bleeds into our passion for making
them. We are obsessed with base ball bats.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount.

Contact Brian Carter at smacker@comcast.
net or visit smackerbats.com/vintage.
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