
THE BASE BALL PLAYER’S CHRONICLE | 1 

fall

2023

VBBA President’s Corner – Fall 2023
With Fall comes the end of the 2023 vintage base With Fall comes the end of the 2023 vintage base 

ball season for clubs in the Midwest, East, and even ball season for clubs in the Midwest, East, and even 
the West Coast. The Southern California Vintage the West Coast. The Southern California Vintage 
Base Ball League’s, eight member clubs, finish their Base Ball League’s, eight member clubs, finish their 
2023 Seasons on October 14th, www.socalvbb.com/2023 Seasons on October 14th, www.socalvbb.com/
clubs, the Bay Area Vintage Base Ball League’s ten clubs, the Bay Area Vintage Base Ball League’s ten 
member clubs, finish on September 24th, www.bavbb.member clubs, finish on September 24th, www.bavbb.
com.com.

If you are looking to play vintage base ball games If you are looking to play vintage base ball games 
all year round, then head South to Florida, and West all year round, then head South to Florida, and West 
to Arizona. The three Florida clubs started with a to Arizona. The three Florida clubs started with a 
preseason match on September 24th, the Vagabonds preseason match on September 24th, the Vagabonds 
Vintage Base Ball Club of Ft. Myers, Bradenton Vintage Base Ball Club of Ft. Myers, Bradenton 
Shamrocks Vintage Base Ball Club, and Awkward Shamrocks Vintage Base Ball Club, and Awkward 
Base Ball Club of Central Florida. Their season runs Base Ball Club of Central Florida. Their season runs 
from October 21 to April 27. The Arizona from October 21 to April 27. The Arizona 
Vintage Base Ball League, eight member Vintage Base Ball League, eight member 
clubs, games started, Saturday, October 14 clubs, games started, Saturday, October 14 
and end with the Bisbee Tournament on and end with the Bisbee Tournament on 
April 5th. http://arizonavintagebaseball.April 5th. http://arizonavintagebaseball.
org/schedule.org/schedule.

Looking ahead to this year’s VBBA Looking ahead to this year’s VBBA 
Board elections, if you are interested, Board elections, if you are interested, 
three of the six trustee positions are three of the six trustee positions are 
up, currently representing the Southern Region, up, currently representing the Southern Region, 
Bill Pollifrone, (Florida) Awkwards , Midwest Bill Pollifrone, (Florida) Awkwards , Midwest 
Southwestern Region, Tony Wicker, (St. Louis) Southwestern Region, Tony Wicker, (St. Louis) 
Brown Stockings,  Midwest Eastern Region, Ed Brown Stockings,  Midwest Eastern Region, Ed 
Shuman, (Ohio) Canal Fulton Mules. The Executive Shuman, (Ohio) Canal Fulton Mules. The Executive 
Board positions are up annually. The preference is Board positions are up annually. The preference is 
for those positions to be filled by veteran vintage for those positions to be filled by veteran vintage 
base ball members or experts in the job: treasurer, base ball members or experts in the job: treasurer, 
historian, reporter (secretary).historian, reporter (secretary).

Applicants need to apply no later than December. Applicants need to apply no later than December. 
The Election Committee consisting of the VBBA The Election Committee consisting of the VBBA 

President, a trustee, and VBBA member at large puts President, a trustee, and VBBA member at large puts 
together the slate of candidates.together the slate of candidates.

Plan on attending the 2024 Ft. Myers VBBA Plan on attending the 2024 Ft. Myers VBBA 
Conference, March 15 to March 17, hosted by the Conference, March 15 to March 17, hosted by the 
Florida Vintage base ball clubs. The nine presenter Florida Vintage base ball clubs. The nine presenter 
topics include: “Society of Baseball Research’s topics include: “Society of Baseball Research’s 
Nineteenth Century Overlooked Legends,” “A Nineteenth Century Overlooked Legends,” “A 
Shadow in the Night”, the Unsolved Mystery of the Shadow in the Night”, the Unsolved Mystery of the 
famous 1919 World Series, “U.S. Navy Base Ball famous 1919 World Series, “U.S. Navy Base Ball 
1864 to 1910,” “19th Century Black Base Ball,” 1864 to 1910,” “19th Century Black Base Ball,” 
“Florida Baseball,” “Vintage Base Ball’s Enduring “Florida Baseball,” “Vintage Base Ball’s Enduring 
Legacy,” “19th Century Clothing Fabrics,” “The Legacy,” “19th Century Clothing Fabrics,” “The 
Awkwards Base Ball Club in Post-Civil War Florida,” Awkwards Base Ball Club in Post-Civil War Florida,” 
and “Connie Mack, Thomas Edison and the History and “Connie Mack, Thomas Edison and the History 
of Spring Training in Fort Myers.” Learn more at of Spring Training in Fort Myers.” Learn more at 

www.vbba.org/2024-presenters-guide/www.vbba.org/2024-presenters-guide/
Register at the Hilton Garden Inn Fort Register at the Hilton Garden Inn Fort 

Myers. Hangout with VBBA members at the Myers. Hangout with VBBA members at the 
Millennial Brewing Company, Join breakout Millennial Brewing Company, Join breakout 
sessions at Florida SouthWestern State sessions at Florida SouthWestern State 
College, play the “all comers” game at Historic College, play the “all comers” game at Historic 
Terry Park, and dine at the Edison Ford Winter Terry Park, and dine at the Edison Ford Winter 
Estates’ River Pavillion. All this for $80 for Estates’ River Pavillion. All this for $80 for 
VBBA members and VBBA member clubs. VBBA members and VBBA member clubs. 

See the details at https://www.vbba.org/2W024-See the details at https://www.vbba.org/2W024-
conference-registration/conference-registration/

Extra opportunities at this year’s conference Extra opportunities at this year’s conference 
include MLB Spring Training games: Boston Red include MLB Spring Training games: Boston Red 
Sox, Minnesota Twins, and Tampa Bay Rays. Stay Sox, Minnesota Twins, and Tampa Bay Rays. Stay 
Sunday and enjoy the Edison Ford Winter Estates Sunday and enjoy the Edison Ford Winter Estates 
annual Vintage Base Ball Tournament.annual Vintage Base Ball Tournament.

Finally, after seven years as the VBBA Treasurer, Finally, after seven years as the VBBA Treasurer, 
Paul Scooter Zeledon has decided to resign. Welcome Paul Scooter Zeledon has decided to resign. Welcome 
veteran VBBA member , John Stinky Freyer, as the veteran VBBA member , John Stinky Freyer, as the 
new VBBA Treasurer.new VBBA Treasurer.

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME!  
GARY THE PROFESSOR  SCHIAPPACASSE VBBA PRESIDENT
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LAYOUT BY 
KIDGARCIA.COM

REMEMBER AS YOUR CLUB PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE THAT THE VBBA IN ADDITION TO LIA- 
BILITY INSURANCE, OFFERS ITS MEMBER BALL 
CLUBS UP TO A 15% DISCOUNT ON SEVEN VEN-
DOR’S PRODUCTS. THE MERCHANT CODE FOR 
VBBA MEMBERS IS VBBA1996. THEY INCLUDE:

15% Discount 
Phoenix Bats:  

www.phoenixbats.com

Stockbridge Sewing Works:  
www.stockbridgesewingworks.com

K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

19cbaseball:  
www.19cbaseball.com

James Country Mercantile:  
www.jamescountry.com

Smacker Bats:  
www.smackerbats.com

Cooperstown Bats:  
www.cooperstownbat.com

James Country Mercantile:
www.jamescountry.com

10% Discount
K&P Weaver, LLC:  

www.baseballamericaspastime.com

GET CONNECTED WITH THE VBBA
www.vbba.org

www.facebook.com/
vintagebaseballassociation

twitter.com/VBBA19C

www.instagram.com/
Vintage_Base_Ball_Assoc

VBBA Town Hall Facebook
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Florida Southwestern State College

The River Pavillion Edison Ford Winter Estates

Millennial Brewing Company

Historic Terry Park

HILTON GARDEN INN FORT MYERS, FL 

2024
VINTAGE BASE BALL ASSOCIATION 

CONFERENCE • FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

What Is Your Club’s History

Good questions, and the answers 
might do more than simply satisfy 
curiosity.

For one thing, such knowledge will 
aid team leaders and players today to 
understand why they are stepping out 
on our game’s often rough and irregular 
fields. Who were those whose work and 
dedication made possible today’s game? 
What were the founding expectations? 

Many clubs rise and then disappear 
leaving little trace. Others, the folks 
at Beth Page Village on Long Island, 
NY, or at Ohio Village in Columbus, 
have weathered the tests of time and 
changing rosters. How many teams can 
claim direct or indirect descent from 
such pioneers? And how many are once 
or twice removed from the founding 
club.

An example: my club, the Rock 
Springs Ground Squirrels of Decatur, 
Illinois (now combined with the 
Springfield Long Nine to form the 
“Long Squirrels”) developed after a 
July 1992 invitation to visit and play the 
Ohio Muffins. The excellent experience 
that day soon led to the formation of the 
Ground Squirrels, who at the time were 
the only team in Illinois. In the coming 
years, teams in Illinois and Missouri 
started organizing, in some cases in 
part because of help from the Decatur 
team. And in St. Louis, the offspring of 
the Muffins and the Ground Squirrels, 
planted the seed for more teams. So, in 
the case of many teams in downstate 
Illinois and eastern Missouri, the family 
tree runs from Columbus, Ohio, to 
Decatur, to St. Louis and beyond.

There are similar stories with teams 
like the Deep River Grinders of Hobart, 
Indiana, or the late, lamented Kents of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, who were 

essentially vintage base ball’s Johnny 
Appleseeds in their regions.  The same 
is likely true of our friends on the east 
coast and in Colorado and Arizona, too.

Each line of descent may carry with 
it the customs, practices, and spirit 
of the founding club. It is no secret 
that many teams in Illinois model 
themselves on the Muffins and Grinders 
when developing how they play the 
game between the baselines and on the 
sidelines.

So, understanding our past may 
give us a clearer picture of the present. 
For instance, what is the history of 
differing practices and customs among 
many teams? Does it relate to the 
circumstances of their founding and the 
role models they followed?

We now have two good books, 
albeit with different approaches, on the 
vintage game. One by James Tootle, the 
other by Jack Pelikan. It is time to start 
filling in the blank spaces of our game’s 
history — the founding stories of clubs 
and why they play the way they do.

A club’s history does not have to be 
a full-blown academic project. Simple 
facts like the founding date, who were 
the first opponents, who were the role 
models can be obtained by plumbing the 
memories of former and present players.

And as VBBA Historian, I’ll be happy 
to help with suggestions and pointers. 
(rsampson@illinois.edu).

What is your club’s history?

Editor’s note: The VBBA invites you 
to tell us about your club’s history. 
Please email bch.cameraeye@gmail.
com with your team’s story (no more 
than 300 words) and a few photographs 
so we can publish your story in an 
upcoming VBBA newsletter.

In a recent VBBA Board meeting, someone asked  how much do 
we know about the origins and histories of the 400-plus teams 
playing vintage base ball these days? How many were influenced 
or nurtured by an existing team or simply popped up on their 
own? Also, how many players know anything about the history 
of their own team?
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  Bill Dieckmann 	 Marcus Dickson 	 Allen “Honest Al” Stare 	 Richard Hershberger 	 Bob Tholkes 	 Eric Miklich 	 Paul Hunkele

RULES & CUSTOMS 
C O M M I T T E E

VBBA Rules and 
Customs Quiz

CORKY GASKELL 
COMMITTEE CHAIR

1.	For what season did the National League start counting foul balls as strikes ?

2.	In what season did they go to 5 balls for a “walk” and 4 strikes for a strike out ?

3.	What was the first season they attempted to include the “infield fly rule” ?

4.	What was the first season players were permitted to overrun first base without 
risk of being put out as long as they didn’t attempt to run to 2nd base ?

5.	Bonus, what sport gave them the idea of allowing to overrun first base ?

6.	For what season was the strikers line replaced by the “batters box” ?

7.	What year, and In what league or association, was a hit batsman allowed to take 
first base ?

8.	In what year did the required size and weight of the base ball become the same 
size and weight restriction as a modern baseball ?

9.	In what year was the maximum length of a base ball bat set to 42 inches ?

10.	In what year was it required by rule that the home team bat last ?

Submit your answers to 
rulesandcustoms@vbba.org. 

Whoever gets the most answers 
correct will receive a hand 
made base ball, made by Corky 
Gaskell. 

In case of ties, all entries with 
the most correct answers will 
be put into a drawing and one 
winner will be chosen. 

Answers must be submitted by 
midnight CST, November 30th, 
2023.

Respectfully submitted,

VBBA Rules and Customs 
Committee.



6 | THE BASE BALL PLAYER’S CHRONICLE

The Deep River Grinders often 
hear from other teams that playing 
on Grinder Field is a magical 
experience and a highlight on their 
schedule. The field is unique as it 
is surrounded on three sides by the 
Deep River, with a sugar shack and 
sawmill in the outfield like 
guards daring you to take 
your best shot. However, 
if you ask any Grinder 
what makes Grinder Field 
special, they will almost 
certainly say, “the cranks.”

Over the years, the 
gentlemen in blue have 
developed a following of spectators, 
who have bucked historical accuracy 
and gleefully taken up the moniker 
of cranks. These dedicated fans 
cheer on great hits and plays, moan, 

and groan at poor play, and laugh 
along with all the hijinks. On a 
sunny summer afternoon, you can 
expect to see Grinder field swell, as 
close to 400 spectators line the field 
to see the Grinders play.

Over the course of the past 30 
years, a base ball game at 
Grinder Field has become a 
summer tradition for many 
families who pack a picnic 
and spend a Sunday afternoon 
with us. The Grinders have 
celebrated with cranks during 
marriage proposals, birthday 
parties, and gender reveals.

Recently, the team has been the 
subject of a homily at the local 
Catholic parish.

The team has also said farewell to 
many cranks over the years, but the 

field holds their memory and some 
families have returned to honor their 
loved one’s wishes by spreading 
their remains there.

This past year, the Grinders took 
a road trip to nearby Elkhart and 
noticed two familiar faces sitting 
under the shade of a nearby tree. 
Donna and her son were there 
because her dad, Stacey, used to 
come to all the Grinder games both 
home and away. Unfortunately, 
Stacey passed away several years 
ago, but Donna saw that we would 
be nearby in Elkhart and wanted to 
attend the match in memory of her 
father.

This special relationship between 
Grinders and our Cranks isn’t 
accidental but has been intentional 
since day one. The Grinders present 

Where the magic lives 

RYAN J. TRISLER

Discovering the magic of Grinder Field
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the game as it was played in 1858 
when it was played for exercise 
and comradery between friends. 
Whether on the field, or sitting 
outside the baselines, anyone who 
visits Grinder Field is a friend. At 
any point during games, you can 
look into the crowd and see a few 
gentlemen in blue walking through 
the crowd. Sometimes they’re 
equipped with a ball and bat ready 
to educate on the history of Vintage 
Base Ball. But oftentimes they’re 
catching up with someone they’ve 
not seen in a while, welcoming 
someone to their first match, or 
cracking jokes with old friends. 
The fun, and tradition continues 
even after the game ends, when 
dozens of kids race to home plate 
knowing it’s their turn to pick up a 

bat and be a Grinder.
Vintage Base Ball, no matter 

where it’s played, is a special 
experience. Teams across the 
nation weave together history and 
nostalgia with sportsmanship and 
fun. Through a mixture of careful 
cultivation and a good amount 
of luck, the joy of the game has 
spread and stuck with hundreds 
of people who’ve chosen to spend 
a Sunday afternoon with us. The 
not-so closely guarded secret 
about Grinder Field is that there is 
magic when you cross the bridge 
and step on the field on a Sunday 
afternoon. The magic begins with 
the cranks, a love for the game and 
the laughter and camaraderie that 
the Deep River Grinders bring to 
the field.





Baseball: The Turbulent Midcentury Years, Steven P. 
Gietschier; Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 2023; 
465 pages plus illustrations, acknowledgements, notes, and 
bibliography, hardback $44.95.

Closely examining skillful writing reveals the hidden 
infrastructure of organization, intent, and creativity. Superb 
writing, as found in Steven P. Gietschier’s masterwork, is more 
than well-constructed sentences, creative use of the language, 
and applications of humor and enlightenment at precise points. 
Gietschier touches all these bases with the expertise of Lou Brock 
grazing the corner of second base on his way to third.

And the reason he does this consistently over nearly 500 
pages of text can be found in the book’s organization and the 
intentions, the mental decisions that built smooth 
infrastructure upon which to hang the book.

Let’s start with the initial idea. The late Harold 
Seymour and Dorothy Seymour Mills produced 
in the 20th century strong histories of baseball. 
They were among the pioneers in making the 
study and exposition of baseball’s history a topic 
for serious scholars, far removed from the old 
template My Greatest Days in Baseball as told to 
. . . The pair approached the game as a business, 
a social phenomenon, something that intertwined 
US history from the early 19th century. They looked behind the 
scenes at the gritty and challenging details leading to the rise of 
professional leagues and the challenges each faced. But their work 
ended in the early 20th century period. Many balls have crossed 
the plate since then. Major changes have occurred, not the least 
being destruction of the game’s color line and the emancipation 
of professional baseball players. Minor leagues sprang to life and 
expired. New ballparks rose, fell to wrecking balls, statistical 
analysis opened new ways of viewing the game, and two World 
Wars and too many smaller wars occurred.

Gathering information for American baseball at mid-20th 
century, both major league and minor league, while placing it in 
historical context yet somehow capturing the flavor of a changing 
game and its personalities confronted Gietschier as he took on the 
task.

Research began, revealing what surely was a mountain 
of notes, typed on small cards or pieces of paper, piling up 
relentlessly to a seemingly impenetrable mass. And how to 
make that trove of information understandable and, importantly, 
arranged in such a way as to not only tell a story but one that 
engaged a reader, kept her or him, turning the page, venturing 
into the next chapter, and assimilating all that knowledge without 
choking?

Having read the book, I can say several things with certainty, 
a conviction forged by taking similar journeys (on a smaller 

level) to Gietschier’s. First, it is extremely well-written. It is 
a masterwork, one that will remain the definitive word on 
the game’s history during the period addressed. It is full of 
surprises as the author injects new information the intricacies of 
a baseball’s stitching and the impact of the threads, the various 
rumors and realities of lively balls, the tensions between the major 
and minor leagues, the ineptness of some baseball executives 
and the brilliance of others, undermines the myth of Kenesaw 
Mountain Landis’ supposed dictatorial powers, and other things. 
For example, during the so-called golden age of New York 
City’s Yankees, Giants, and Dodgers, all the clubs were losing 
spectators.

The brilliance of the book emerges quickly. The author 
explains it himself, taking time to elaborate on the 
organizational pattern he will use throughout. Each 
chapter begins with an individual, allowing the reader an 
immediate connection with flesh and blood. Sometimes the 
individual is a well-known one like Connie Mack. Another 
is the little-known American League President Ernest 
Sargent Barnard. In all cases, he uses each story to provide 
both an entry and conclusion to the larger story. Barnard or 
Mack or the others will dominate for a few pages, then fade 
away as the context of their times emerges, and suddenly 
pop back up at the end providing a neat summary.

Gietschier uses secondary sources, especially non-baseball 
books, such as James T. Patterson’s Grand Expectations: The 
United States, 1945-1974, illuminate what was happing in the 
world outside the ballparks and how those events impacted the 
game.

The concluding chapter neatly ties up loose ends and provides 
closure to stories seen in earlier chapters. The bibliography alone 
makes it a must-have volume for any serious student of the game.

In many ways, Gietschier’s book reminds me of another 
creative triumph, the movie “Oppenheimer.” With a three-hour 
running time, the film may frighten off some viewers. But when 
I watched it, I found the time passing so fast, my attention so 
fixed on the screen and the masterful organization of the script, 
the plot, the fine acting, and all the technical work, that it did not 
seem like three hours.

And so, Gietschier gives us nearly 500 pages — a huge 
challenge in a world increasingly relying less on print. Attention 
spans are depleted by electronic and social media. Who will read 
such a book?

The answer is simple: anyone who enjoys a good story, has 
curiosity, who is interested in baseball either as a game or a 
cultural factor or both. Anyone who wants the pleasure of turning 
a page to make one happy discovery after another.

This is what the scholarship and talent of Steve Gietschier has 
offered us. We’d best take advantage of it.

The Turbulent 
Midcentury Years

BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN
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In early October, VBBA President Gary 
Schiappacasse listened to an interview with 
Dylan Platz of the Tennessee Association 
of Vintage Base Ball on The Roller Out the 
Barrel Podcast on how Rick “Uncle Jesse” 
Brewer is doing.

Good news, Rick is out of ICU. He has 
been in the hospital in Chicago since, Aug. 
23. According to Dylan, Rick was on his 
way home from visiting family in Canada, 
when he became ill and was rushed to a 
hospital in Chicago when his plane landed 
there.

According to VBBA Region Trustee 

Tony Wicker, Uncle Jesse developed a blood 
clot in his knee that got infected.

Dylan said that Rick is just back to 
eating real food, starting with apple sauce. 
His hospital health went from bad, to 
good to bad, to finally good. Rick’s son 
Nick “Mitts” Brewer, at one point flew 
home, landed, learned his dad’s health had 
relapsed and drove back to be with Rick in 
Chicago.

Rick is now out of the hospital and back 
home in Tennessee. He still has a ways to 
go before he is fully recovered.

Rick “Uncle Jesse” Brewer has been the 
Commissioner of the Tennessee Association 
of Vintage Base Ball. He has played on 
the Hog N’ Hominy travel club of the 
Tennessee Association of Vintage Base 
Ball. Rick was a VBBA trustee for two 
years.

To learn more about Rick’s story 
and possibly donate to the GoFundMe, 
Rally4Rick: Support Rick Brewer and 
Family click on the links below.

Rick “Uncle Jesse” Brewer’s  
Road to Recovery

BILL HELM
VBBA SECRETARY

  
Rally4Rick: Support Rick Brewer and Family 
Fundraiser for Luke Brewer by Dylan Platz : Rally4Rick: 
Support Rick Brewer and Family.  
Rally4Rick: Support Rick Brewer and Family.  
$10,580. raised of $10,000 goal • 95 donations.

www.gofundme.com/f/rally4rick-support-rick-brewer-and-family

THE ROLLER OUT THE BARREL PODCAST
DYLAN PLATZ      STONES RIVER SCOUTS, TN
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-cepfg-14beb0e
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Join or Renew your 
membership in the VBBA 

V B B A  M E M B E R S H I P

Membership in the 
Vintage Base Ball 

Association is open and 
available to clubs as well 

as to individuals who 
would like to support 

the organization. 
Memberships are vital 

to the organization’s 
success.

	
• FULL MEMBER CLUBS  

$75/year or $125/two years*:  
full-fledged vintage club nines who play 

at least six games a year.
	

• ASSOCIATE CLUBS  
$50/year*:  

vintage clubs who play less than six 
games/year

	
• INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP  

$20/year*:  
individual ballists, civilian interpreters, 

Base Ball Player’s  
Chronicle newsletter

Invitation to National Convention

VBBA Directory Listing

Voting Rights (2 votes)

General Liability Insurance
The VBBA is covered whenever a local 
team plays. If, for example, a spectator 
gets hit by a stray ball and sues, the 
policy will respond to cover the natio-
nal organization. If the local team has 
no money, but is recognized as a VBBA 
member club then litigant will go to 
where the money is, the VBBA. 

***VBBA member clubs must contact 
the VBBA for VBBA certificates of in-
surance as required by specific venues 
and dates ***

Full
Member 

Clubs

Associate 
Member

Clubs
Individual

Membership
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Cooperstown Bat Company

Since 1981, Cooperstown Bat Company has 
specialized in game bats for play, custom 
personalized engravings and autographed 
bats.
Their pro model bats are available for players 
of all levels from the beginner through to 
the Major Leagues. Cooperstown bat is being 
used in several MLB organizations, American 
Legion, Babe Ruth, travel team, and high 
school players.
Cooperstown Bat Company also makes 
various vintage base ball bats, including 
acorn, knobless, bottle bat and split grip 
(double knob). You can see their bats being 
turned at the company’s factory location in 
Hartwick, just 15 minutes from Cooperstown.
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit cooperstownbat.com for more 
information.

 
James Country Mercantile
James Country Mercantile started life in 1985 
as James Country Muzzleloading, right in the 
heart of the area which bred and nurtured 
Frank and Jesse James.
James Country Mercantile is now one of the 
largest sutleries in existence, offering a full 
line of historically accurate goods, custom 
sewing, research, consultation, and associated 
services. Don’t forget when ordering to use 
your VBBA Member Code vbba1996 to get 
your 15% discount. Visit jamescountry.com 
for more information.

 
K&P Weaver
Since 1994, K & P Weaver, LLC features 
reproductions of historic vintage base ball 
uniforms of the 19th Century and early-20th 
Century, equipment and more.
K & P uniforms, clothing and accessories can 
be found across the ballfields of America to 

historical landmarks and museums such as the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame, Smithsonian 
Institution, MLB All-Star FanFest, and 
they’ve been seen in the HBO Documentaries 
“The Curse of the Bambino,” “Hitler’s Pawn,” 
and films such as “Dummy Hoy” and “Cop 
Out.”
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 10% 
discount due to rising material costs for the 
purchase of team shirts, and knickers and 
trousers.
Visit baseballamericaspastime.com for more 
information.

 Stockbridge Sewing Works
Stockbridge Sewing Works has all of your 
19th century needs for hats and other sewing 
projects.
Contact Norma Hildebrand to discuss hats, 
banners, and any other items she may be able 
to make for you. No head to big or too small. 
Fit and quality guaranteed. Hand crafted one 
at a time in the USA.
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit stockbridgesewingworks.com 
for more information.
 

Phoenix Bat Company
Since 1996, Phoenix Bat Co. has been 
crafting wood bats outside of Columbus, 
Ohio. Phoenix Bats starts by purchasing only 
pro-grade wood to deliver a quality bat to you 
and pros alike. Their bats are only made from 
American top-grade woods like rock maple, 
yellow birch and northern white ash. History 
and Background of Phoenix Bat Co.
Founder and former owner Lefty Trudeau 
started playing 19th Century baseball for the 
Ohio Historical Society in 1991. In 1996, he 
was restoring old houses for a living and had a 
small wood shop.
“The Historical Society knew my shop 
included an old lathe and they asked if I could 
make some bats typical of the 1860s,” Trudeau 
recalled. “I agreed. Little did I expect how 
much I would have to learn or how much fun 
I would have. Not only did my team like the 
bats but the teams we were playing started 
asking me to make bats for them as well.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit phoenixbats.com/vintage-bats 
for more information.

 

19th Century Base Ball
If you want to get the ball that started it 
all, then you want 19th Century Base Ball. 
Call Eric Miklich at 631-796-5200 or e-mail 
info@19cbaseball.com.
Said Ron Swoboda, star of the 1969 New York 
Mets, 19cBaseball.com is “truly a one-of-a-
kind resource for in-depth information related 
to the history of our great sport. I encourage 
all baseball enthusiasts to visit the site to 
learn more about how the game really began.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit 19cBaseball.com for more 
information.
 

USA Smacker Bats
USA Smacker Bats makes all its bats by hand, 
not by machine.
“If a vintage ballist wants to be true to the 
time period of play, we are the company to 
use,” proprietor Brian Carter says.
Smacker Bats are handmade by craftsmen 
(including Carter) behind a lathe ... shaping, 
sanding, staining/ painting and striping the 
bats just like the originals back in the 1800s.
With a quick turnaround between 1-2 
weeks, these bats are all American, with all 
American tools and materials.
“We believe in quality of quantity,” Carter 
says. Their pricing is competitive as well.
“We love the history of the base ball bat, 
which bleeds into our passion for making 
them. We are obsessed with base ball bats.” 
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount.
Contact Brian Carter at smacker@comcast.
net or visit smackerbats.com/vintage.
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