The VEBA Arizona und Flarida base ball elubs have
finished their scasons until late Fall as the weather there gets
to0 hot. The Midwest and Eastern clubs are now in mid-
scason play. We are finally done with the COVID fears and
back to playing for the love of the gnme.

| enjoyed playing base ball, st the end of April, with the
Chicago Salmon against one of the Midwest's first vintage
chubs, the Hobar Dreep River Grinders af their “Field off
Dvenms,”, and umpiring at the Chicago Salmon’s home field,
the Historie Methodist Campground of Des Plaines in June
for matehes including the Elkbart County Railrodders dnd

the Valparaiso Lookouts. Yes both doys were cold and damp!

{Ingert both photes here: Grinder Field, & Gary Umpiring.)
All attending the 2023 VBBA Dayton Conference
had a good time. Thanks to Rich Moran of the
Clodbusters for putting it together. Keynote
Speaker Bob Kendrick, President of the Negro
Leagues Baschall Museum, gave the keynole
speech focused on the great Negro Leagues
Baseball Playvers.

and June Agenda. The board mects
via, ZOOM once s month. [is
members represent regions across
the United States.

Check out the VBBA Town Hall
Facebook , Instagram, and Twitter
pages 1o learn more aboit the
vintage base ball clubs’ activities.

Look for a new manthly VBBA
Podcast produced by Dusiyvn
Dubugue of the Menomonic Blue
Caps,

Welcome to Patrick Murphy,
the new VHBBA Western Trustee,

The 2024 VBBA Fort Myers Conference
is scheduled for March 15 through the 17,

o -
VISTABE BANE faLE
L R ! A L]

manager of the Arizona Higley
Haymakers, and new head of
the Friends of Warren Historic

The banguet will take place s the Edison Ford
Winter Estates, It is sponsored by the Florida Vagabonds,
Awkwards, and Shamrocks. Fort Myers is the Spring
training home of the Boston Red Sox and the Minnesota
Twins, 2024 VBBA Fort Myers Conference details: wiss
whba org

Todd Prg Daniels of the Springfield Long Mine, and an
emploves of the Tampa Ravs, 18 ofTering free tickets then to
the Tampa Rays Sprning Trasming games

Ballpark, in Bisbee, Arizona

Consider using the newly
trademarked VBBA logo to promote
the VBBA ot vour club’s events.

Contact me afl g3arender 1o get
vour VBBA pennant, and new
member club VBBA packet if you
have not received it yet.

Giet VBBA Historian, Bob
Sampson's, recently published book;
Ballists, Deadbeats, and Muffins:
Inside Early Baseball In Ilinots,

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME!
GARY THE PROFESSOR
SCHIAPPACASSE
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ABSOCIATION

REMEMBER AS YOUR CLUB PLANS FOR THE
FUTURE THAT THE VBBA IN ADDITION TO LIA-
BILITY INSURANCE, OFFERS ITS MEMBER BALL
CLUBS UP TO A 15% DISCOUNT ON SEVEN VEN-
DOR’S PRODUCTS. THE MERCHANT CODE FOR
VBBA MEMBERS IS VBBAI1996. THEY INCLUDE:

15% Discount
Phoenix Bats:
www.phoenixbats.com

Stockbridge Sewing Works:
www.stockbridgesewingworks.com

K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

19cbaseball:
www.19cbaseball.com

James Country Mercantile:
WWW.jamescountry.com

Smacker Bats:
www.smackerbats.com
Cooperstown Bats:

www.cooperstown bat.com

James Country Mercantile:
WwWww.jamescountry.com

10% Discount
K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

GET CONNECTED WITH THE VBBA
www.vbba.org

www.facebook.com/
vintagebaseballassociation

twitter.com/VBBA19C

www.instagram.com/
Vintage_Base_Ball_Assoc

VBBA Town Hall Facebook
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Evette
Griffore-Jacobson
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Ed Shuman
TRUSTEE
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Collin Miller
TRUSTEE

Bill Pollifrone
TRUSTEE
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VEBA Town Hall
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VBBA Town Hal

SIGN UP FOR THE NEWEST VBBA SOCIAL MEDIA PAGE. » 451 MEMBERS « CREATED 3 YEARS AGO « PRIVATE & VISIBLE

Only members can
see who's in the group
and what they post.
Anyone can find this
group.

1.Which VBBA member
club are you affiliated
with?

2.Do you identify
mostly as a player /
administrator / fan, and
what set of rules do you
generally play under
(e.g., 1859, 1864, 1872,
1937)?

3.How long have you
been a part of the
vintage base ball
community?

This VBBA Town Hall group is designed to
allow different vintage base ball (VBB) teams and
players to learn about upcoming events throughout
the nation. The intent is to enable folks from the
different parts of this country to have discussions
about how their seasons have been going and to
facilitate interclub relationships.

The VBBA Town Hall page is not intended to
be a place argue or discuss the various nuances of
a set of rules related to their form of play. It may
be stated that a certain club “plays by 1860 rules”
or “play the 1864 Beadle’s,” but it will not be
allowed for players to bicker about, for example,
whether a bell is rung following a tally or whether
it was in the rules to slide into a base. If a club
18 interested in participating in a match game
against a different club, the home team’s house
rules should always apply unless there is an in-
person agreement otherwise. If there are concerns
about how the rules are being presented, there
are several other Facebook pages to have those
discussions.

We would like for this group to be an outlet
to meet ballists from around the country and to
provide an avenue to possibly play with or against
each other if someone is traveling into a VBBA
club’s area.

Group rules
from the admins

1. Be Kind and Courteous
We're all in this together
to create a welcoming
environment. Let’s treat
everyone with respect.
Healthy debates are
natural, but kindness is
required.

2.No Modern Political
Discussions

Playful mentions of
the politics of the
time period you're
representing when
you play ball is okay,
but modern politics
tends to be divisive
when discussed online.
Therefore, it is not
permitted.

3.No Hate Speech or
Bullying

Make sure everyone
feels safe. Bullying of any
kind isn’t allowed, and
degrading comments
about things like race,
religion, culture, sexual
orientation, gender

or identity will not be
tolerated.




This vintmpe base ball issue
emerged a couple of years ago online,
ilthoiigh 18 ey habe Gome tp sooner
i one tokes the time 1o search, there
ore plenty of citatsons on advimcing
tstenling) anclior sliding in the pre-
Civil War era. Clewrly, it was part
of the game then and today; in some
places, if is an accepted practice, In
othess, for various reasons, it s used
rarely, il all.

The issue — the accuracy of
these practices in the earky pame —
shoubd be acknowledped. And ifit
is not wlowed, its absence should be
cxplinined (o spectalon as a custom/
practice and ol something prohilsited
by the rules. There should be
toleration both of its use und its non-
use, in the latter case especially il an
explanation is made.

With some clulw using stcaling
irl the early 2000w, it graduslly fided
after teams mutanlly apreed 1o
first shot policy: as long as one team
did not attempt it, the other club
wiowld mot. Urver time, this led go its
disappearance gmpng many clobs

A vintaps base ball ployers, we
have xn obligation to play with rules
revenlsd by ihe most recent and
scunle research. There has boen
it sem of change in solid historical
rescarch on the eardy gume since
modermn vintnge hase ball mse decades

mio. [n other words, it needs io be
pcknowledped ns something thar
oceurmed, certminby among cast coast
feamms and likely among others, cven

if it wis rarely or never mentioned i
fame pecounts. For the clubs choosing
niod 10 s i, ogain, it absence should
b explained as a varance from the
Exieting rules

Obwviously, one ciid talk abo
hivwe yoou are going fo poriny it W hot
cannot be questioned 1S i exigtence

Personally, | prefer not o call it
sicaling, ot least in the modem sense,
What you ane doing 15 running the
bases I0was par of the game. Ifwas
incumbeil of the runner 10 make his
run, his score. Thete i nothing wrong
with presenting it that way, One way
to stop rinning the bases is 1o have a
strong-armed catcher. That mary pai
an added burden on teams lacking
such o plaver. And if they choose 1o
b stesaling, @ needs to be explamed
ihat, agnin, this is o costom/prectice
and npt based on ithe rules.

The bottom line: stealing {ronmimng
the beses) end sliding were not
s i the pre-and-geost-Civil
War-crm bascd on research. While
10 i up fo each hewem ploving undier
ihe rubes of that penod whether o
allow is use, there needs 1o be a clear
explanation availuble 10 spectitors if
the decision is to ban the practices




VBBA 2023 Dayton

Conference Roundup

BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

Attending history and other
conferences since at least the late
1980s, I long ago lost track of their
number. Most sessions featured
interesting presentations by scholars,
ones that even if outside my fields of
interest proved illuminating. Some
left me excited, fired up about the
possibilities inherent in historical
research and writing, even reinforcing
a sense of community—an awareness
of being a small part of a larger
project. Yet, none of these sessions
brought a lump to my throat or forced
concentration to avoid shedding a tear.
None at least until Saturday morning.

On its surface, the panel discussing
the 25" anniversary of the founding
of a relatively unknown organization,
a narrowly focused one (as most
groups are) seemed rather routine.

It was a reflection on the creation of
the Vintage Base Ball Association
by many who brought it to life a
quarter century ago. But as I looked
at the presenters, their familiar

faces and heard their stories, a
sense of something beyond a simple
organization arose.

For starters, three of the panelists—
Doug Smith, Jim Tootle, and
Ed Shuman—triggered pleasant
memories of long-forgotten baseball
games played with the rules of the
1850s and 1860s on grass fields
resembling meadows more than a
diamond. And in the audience were
Don Andersen and others with whom
I’d spent many afternoons with on
such fields.

Like so many others, old friends
and new, they come from different
vocations. Smith, a former employee
of the Ohio Historical Society, became
an educator specializing in at-risk
students; Tootle retired from The
Ohio State University’s Department
of History and became a historian

of the game. Andersen is a retired
accountant.

In the early days of the Ground
Squirrels club, when I was helping
to run it, problems would arise.

Just like other groups there would

be personality conflicts, grumbles
about playing time, dissatisfaction
with the schedule and some days it
seemed like the club might fall apart.
A phone call to Doug Smith always
solved the problem and four decades
later the club still exists. Or reading
Tootle’s columns about the spirit of
the game, how it should be played,
the importance of an honor system
on close calls pointed to correct ways
to play. Don Andersen’s height and
bearing announced his importance
to the game, his physical skills,
especially while playing first base,
set him apart. More important was
his willingness to answer questions,
to help those new to the game to
understand not only its intricacies but
its true spirit—friendly competition,
fellowship, and education.

Other men and women (the game
varies from its ancestor in openness
to once-excluded groups) met through
it over the decades include police
officers, newspaper reporters, laborers,
draftsmen, hospital records specialists,
teachers, probation officers, computer
jocks, blue-collar and white-collar
workers, college students, a minister
or two and, in fact, just about any
occupation one can imagine. In other
words, a cross-section of society.

And a diversity of political opinion.
Neither do I know nor care much
about the political views of my fellow
players. In some cases, I know theirs
are quite different from mine and, so
what? We gather on the benches and
cross the foul lines to take the game’s
positions, not political positions.
There is a diversity of opinion, albeit

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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rarely expressed. More important
is the common ground upon
which we gather to celebrate

our community rather than our
factions. This seems particularly
important in these times.

We are a deeply divided
country and increasingly lack
the institutions that once brought
people of diverse opinions
together for common purposes,
thereby leavening and reducing
political antagonism. Service
clubs—Rotary, Kiwanis,
etc.—often filled that role or
the Masons and other fraternal
groups. Or churches where
politics tended to stay on the
other side of the entry doors.
The service clubs and fraternal
organizations are, in many places,
declining, numbers reduced as
new generations face increasing
competition for time from family
and work.

Places where we can come
together and get along are
endangered.

Vintage base ball provides just
one of the activities we pursue
for enjoyment and relief from
more serious things. One could
say the same about a bridge club
or a bowling league or anything
that brings people together in a
common interest. In this sense,
writing about vintage base ball
is universal. The same joys,
challenges, and memories are
experienced by nearly all of us in
our various endeavors.

But that is not why that
lump ran up my throat—these
thoughts came later. Perhaps it
is the relentless aging process,
the seemingly daily losses of
this ability or friend or familiar
place that leaves one longing for
some continuity. Friendships can
defy these depletions. And even
though I had not seen several
conference attendees for decades,
the old memories and feelings
mutually came to mind. And we

FOR THE

picked up like it was 1998 or
2004 and we gloried together in
what we shared.

Relationships formed amid
life’s unpredictable path.

A simple decision leads to
unexpected consequences. A
perceived “one-and-done” trip

to Ohio in 1992 opening an
unimagined world and interaction
with people unlikely to have been
met without that first choice. And
now it is hard to imagine one’s
life without those experiences
and friends.

Success and wealth can be
fickle and fleeting. This is not a
new thought. Age compensates
for its infirmities with greater
appreciation for friendship and
shared labor in a common cause.

At times like Saturday,
thoughts of what one has been
able to do, and the friendships
formed in doing so, ripple
through thoughts, propelling
that darn lump toward the
throat. Deeply felt gratitude is
an emotion, an appreciation for
finding oneself among good
companions.

Would not life be happier for
all if we set our compass in that
direction?



RULES & CUSTOMS

COMMITTEE

Letting others help you with
your baseball research

Baseball, and base ball research can
be daunting at times. Digging through
old newspapers for hours at a time,
just to find one little nugget of info
1sn’t for the faint of heart, or those that
enjoy spending as much time outside
as they can. Is there a better way to get
information without having to dig into
the archives for an entire weekend or
two?

Well, yes there is. You can take
advantage of all the great people that
have already done all that
digging and have put that
digging into a more succinct,
and easy to find print. The
modern book!

But wait, how do I know
the book is historically
correct? Well, that is a tough

CORKY GASKELL

if you will, about the real story of where
baseball came from and how it took over
the nation.

Those first two books aren’t going
to help you understand the rules of the
game, but they will help you understand
the past, before the game became the
national pastime, and the who, what,
where and why the game is, what it is
today.

If you are more interested in the
rules aspect of the game, and how they
changed over time, the next
two books will help you more
than you can imagine. Very
well researched and written
for everyone and anyone to
understand.

First, “Strike Four” by
Richard Hershberger. This

one, but I will give you a few
that you can indeed trust to
get you accurate information
in an easy-to-read format.

Today I will share with you a handful
of my favorite books that have helped
me immensely in understanding not only
parts of the history of the game, but also
helping me in understanding the key
rules of the game.

The first two books I will share are
more for the history buffs. Those that
want to understand just how the game
started. The where, what, why and who
of the baseball beginnings.

First, “Baseball In The Garden of
Eden” by John Thorn. This book delves
into the early days of not only the game
of baseball, but also gets into the culture
of 19th century America.

Second, “How Baseball Happened”
by Tom Gilbert. It is a book of stories,

COMMITTEE CHAIR

book is a goldmine for those
interested in understanding
various rules, and how
they changed, and sometime why they
changed, over time. There are very
few stones left unturned in Richard’s
research, and the book will be hard

to put down once you start. It is also
organized very well when you have

to come back to look for something
specific, you can easily find it.

Second, “Base Ball’s 19th Century
Winter Meetings, 1857-1900”. This
book will take you in great detail, year
by year, what topics were discussed
at each winter meeting, and what
rules ended up being changed at those
meetings. The winter meetings were
held at the conclusion of each base ball
season, usually in the winter of course,
and you will get great insight into what
was going through the players minds

and why they wanted to or needed to
make changes.

This book has many authors, and four
of our Rules and Custom Committee
members participated in the writing of
this book.

Introduction + 1858, 1859. Bob
Tholkes

1857, 1871: Richard Hershberger

1862, 1863, 1864: Eric Miklich

1867: Marcus Dickson

Lastly, a reference book to consider
for those that are interested in stories
that shaped many of the innovations
of the game of baseball, I highly
recommend “A Game of Inches”. The
new, revised and expanded one-volume
edition, by Peter Morris.

When did catchers start giving signals
to pitchers?

When did pitchers actually try to get
the batters out?

When did we get to 60 feet, 6 inches?

When did bunts start? Fair fouls?

This book digs into so many “when
was the first this or that”, who was the
first to do “this or that”, and it is a fun
book to find little tidbits of info you
might find useful on trivia night!

You won’t regret your purchase of any
of these books, and they are written by
people I trust, and know that they are
giving me solid info done with solid
research, that can all be backed up by
citations of the day.

Happy reading, and as always, if you
have questions, reach out.

Corky Gaskell

Rules and Customs Committee Chair

rulesandcustoms(@vbba.org
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More Than a Game:

The Friendship and Festivity in Minnesota

The Minnesota Area 1860 Base Ball “league”
has always felt like a world of its own. This area
includes over a dozen teams from Minnesota
and two from Northwest Wisconsin. Due to the
geographic area in which these teams reside,
squads find ourselves playing one another more
often than not. The game seems to move a little
slower in this region, a more relaxed atmosphere
with an emphasis on razzing the other team for
a majority of the game. Players are not just
players, they are friends.

Going on my seventh year as the Manager
to the Menomonie Blue Caps, I have come to
realize, I do not play the game for the sport, and
I play for the camaraderie. I catch myself around
members of other teams, often reminiscing about
a great play someone made, a travel trip we took
or a memory [ made playing this great game.

In 2013, the Blue Caps played the Rum River
Rovers (MN) in a town I do not remember, but
it was for a Polkafest. Little did we know, upon
driving 90 minutes in the rain we were playing
in a freshly plowed pasture, this game would
become known as the “mud match.” Play had
to be stopped numerous times to find the ball

in the inches of mood we were up to our ankles
in. I still remember a low, tie score, when Marc
“Nessie” Morrison of the Rovers crushed one
into the cornfield. Our outfield, Wade “Bones”
Lambrigtsen went running and disappeared
behind the stalks. Ten years later, this match is
still talked about by the squads.

DUSTYN DUBUQUE
VBBA TRUSTEE,
NORTHERN REGION

Brian “Rugby” Warden of the Afton Red
Socks loves the action of vintage, it is the
only sport he has played other than rugby
(hence the nickname). Rugby is one of the
strongest strikers in our region, who relishes the
competition but admits, once the game ends, we
are all friends again. Dan “Shorty” Kennedy
of the Northfield Silver Stars not only loves
the historical aspect of the game, but loves the
family affair it has become. The games have
become a focus of travel for his family, with his
son also playing on the team.

Corky Gaskell, Rochester Roosters & VBBA
, loves playing with his home club and playing
in the area but has really enjoyed traveling
throughout the country. The Minnesota Area
1860 Base Ball area has worked to expand
outside the territory through the Minnesota
Union and other ballists/teams traveling to
different places throughout the country. Gaskell
has played in over a dozen states and sees
traveling as a “great way to help teach history,
make new friends and build bridges across the
state with people that share out passion.”

When teams travel to our neck of the woods,
it may feel a little different. It may feel a big
“homier” and a bit “slower” but it also feels
festive and joyous. Like all ballists, we love the
history and the game but sometimes, we may
love the friendly relationships just a little more.

Dustyn “Mad Dog” Dubuque

VBBA Trustee




Play base ball the way

they did before the
Civil War:

No gloves, no modern gear, no showboating

Vintage base ball scrimmage
and recruiting event

Noon-2 p.m. Saturday, August 12, 2023
at Bender Field No. 1
8700 Bender Road, Lynden

Base ball in 1860 was a gentleman’s game. It was civilized, leisurely, fun. Although competitive,
base ball was a game of sportsmanship. Base ball was a game of fielding. The batter was out
when a ball was caught on the fly or on one bounce, or when the batter swung and missed three
times. The pitcher delivered the ball with an underhand motion. Balls and strikes were not called.

Foul balls were not considered strikes. Also, base ball in 1860 was two words.
For more information, call 928-300-0522, or visit:

Facebook:Whatcom Aces
or Facebook: PNWVintage Base Ball Association
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The Knickerbocker

JEFF ‘PINETAR’
KORNHAAS

VINTAGE BASE
BALLIST

Experience

The Knickerbocker Experience offers
an opportunity to experience the game as
it was originally played. Rules aren’t bent
or exceptions made to make it work. This
team, said VBBA Boardmember Collin
Miller, was created “as an outgrowth
of an idea that Pinetar had to play a
Knickerbocker game in conjunction with
the HOF induction weekend that never
happened in 2022 to honor Doc Adams.”

The intent is to provide a historically
accurate game of base ball by playing the
game as it was played in 1858, 1864 or
1865.

The goal is to provide people with a
chance to try playing it or watching it,
unrestricted by variations or customs -
just pure base ball.as it was meant to be.

The first KE match held on the first
morning at the 2022 Gettysburg 19th
Century Base Ball Festival versus the
Kennet Square Base Ball Club. The photo
recreates the 1849 photo of the KBBC
and the Brooklyn Excelsiors after a match
in Brooklyn, NY. The original image of
the two clubs is on permanent display at
the National Baseball HOF & Museum.

The Knickerbocker Experiences had
a successful inaugural season in 2022
and they are looking to follow it up with
another exciting season for ballists and
spectators alike.

ATENTATIVE 2023 SCHEDULE

AUG. 5-6: 26th Annual Doc Adams Old
Time Base Ball Festival @ Old Bethpage
Village Restoration, Old Bethpage, NY

AUG. 19: Inaugural Keystone BBC
Founders' Day (Special Event to honor
early baseball pioneer) @ Location TBD,
Columbia, PA

AUG. 19-20: 2023 Rocky Point Historic
Base Ball Festival @ Rocky Point State
Park, Warwick, RI

SEPT. 16: Inaugural Doc Adams Memorial
Classic @ Location TBD, New Haven, CT.

SEPT. 30-OCT. 1: second Cowtown
Scramble @ Creamery Field Vintage
Baseball Park, Bovina, NY

Updates will be provided as appropriate.

Make plans to come out and watch a
game, or better yet, join in on the fun.

For more information, visit The
Knickerbocker Experience Facebook
page or see our The Knickerbocker
Experience pages.

THE FOLLOWING KNICKERBOCKER
EXPERIENCE GAMES HAVE ALREADY
BEEN PLAYED IN 2023:

MARCH 30-APRIL 2: VBBA 2023
Conference (perhaps in conjunction with
the all-comers match) @ Carillon Field,
Dayton, OH

JULY 15-16: 2023 Gettysburg 19th Century
Base Ball Festival - Schroeder Farm,
Gettysburg, PA




BOOK REVIEW

Vintage Base Ball’s
Enduring Legacy

Vintage Base Ball’s Enduring
Legacy, Jack Pelikan, Punxsutawney,
PA: Pocol Press, 2023; 212 pages,
Appendix, Bibliography, and Index.
$21.95.

In 2011, James Tootle, a long-time
member of the Ohio Muffins vintage
base ball team, published “Vintage Base

Ball: Recapturing the National Pastime,” |

(McFarland & Co., Inc., Publishers), the
first serious work addressing the game
played coast-to-coast by over 400 by the
author’s count. Tootle’s work is both
a history and a how-to book for those
interested in launching vintage teams
and stands the test of time.

Added to that short list is
Jack Pelikan’s “Vintage Base
Ball’s Enduring Legacy.” Pelikan,
accountant who has worked in
the private sector and academia,
literally stumbled onto the
game while living in St. Louis’
historical Lafayette Square
Park neighborhood. One hot
summer Saturday in 2013 (those
familiar with St. Louis will perceive the
redundancy in “hot” and “summer” in
reference to the city), Pelikan and his
wife went for a walk.

“After reaching the park’s northwest
corner, where a group of men dressed in
full-length wool unforms reminiscent
of the Civil War appeared to be playing
some primitive baseball game, I briefly
convinced myself that I was either
hallucinating from the heat or traveling
through time,” he writes (p. 1). He soon
realized he was witnessing a “historical
re-enactment,” though he had to fight
off the temptation to intervene and note
missed calls and other variations from
the modern game. Finally, he asked
a player on the sidelines, the now-
deceased Jonathan “Charlie Brown”

JACK PELIKAN

Vintage Base Ball's
Enduring Legacy

=t 1, -

dack Molikin

FPaval TPeoas

Farris, who provided a

vintage base ball.” (p. 2)

Soon, Pelikan was
determined to watch and
learn more about the
vintage game. A decade’s
pursuit of this fascination
led to this book.

Approaching the game as a fan,
Pelikan seeks to encompass its
geographic and recreated eras variations,
noting that he has “remained steadfast in
my mission to shine a brighter light on
this unheralded piece of
Americana.” (p. 3)

Readers will find the book well-
organized. Part I, “Niche to National
Pastime—Origin and
Ascent of America’s Game
(c. 1840-1870), provides a
foundation for understanding
baseball’s early years.

Part I1, “Passed by the
Pro-s—Commercialization,
Corruption and Adaptation,”
deals with the various
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“15-minute crash course on

BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

problems encountered over the years by
the professional game and the resulting
disillusionment of some fans.

Modern vintage base ball enters on
page 97 in Part III, “Alive and Well—
Vintage Base Ball’s Revival.” Pelikan
approaches his primary subject by first
reviewing the “remergence” of the game,
moving on to examinations of five clubs/
programs from the Mountain Athletic
Club of Fleischmanns, New York, to
the Akron (Ohio) Black Stockings, the
Lafayette Square Cyclones of St. Louis,
the Ohio Village Diamonds, a women’s
club, and concludes with two western
clubs—the Fort Verde Excelsiors of
Arizona and the emerging Whatcom
Aces of Bellingham, WA.

Vintage clubs will find more helpful
information in the concluding sections.
An appendix contains several pages
of modern vintage base ball terms.
Pelikan’s bibliography is a good source
for the ongoing research into the early
game. And for those who wish to jump
around by topic or name, the Index is
helpful.

In the book’s Epilogue, Pelikan is
optimistic about the modern vintage
game’s future, finding compelling
evidence in the accounts of the clubs,
players, and communities he examined
in Part III. “While the clubs profiled
herein are but a small subset, their
dedication to historical preservation,
sportsmanship and camaraderie as
well as their optimistic outlook on
the vintage game’s future are
shared throughout the entire
vintage base ball community,”
he writes. (p. 211)

This book represents an
important addition to the
growing body of work on
modern vintage base ball.
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Higley, Warren Ballpark
and the Lost Dutchmen

First, I would like to
introduce myself, Patrick
Murphy, as the newest VBBA
board member.

Aside from being a board
member, I also captain the
Higley Haymakers here in
Arizona. We are one of the
newest teams in the
Arizona Territories
Vintage Base Ball
league and recently
completed our first
season. The season
came with great
success as we were
able to win the league
championship.

The Arizona
League has been on
a bit of a resurgence since the
COVID-19 pandemic hit the
league pretty hard. Headed by
Scott Shaw as commissioner,
the league added three new
teams, including an all-women’s
team. A total of seven full-time
teams comprise the Arizona
league from all corners of the
state. Our season, which runs
October to April, completes

PATRICK MURPHY
WESTERN REGION
TRUSTEE

with the Copper Classic
Tournament at historic Warren
Ball Park in Bisbee, Arizona.
This year saw a record crowd
both Saturday and Sunday, a
great measure of the rebirth of
the Arizona league.

The Copper Classic,
which just finished
its 12th annual
tournament, is put
on by a nonprofit
called the Friends
of Warren Ballpark.
The mission of the
organization is to
preserve the ballpark
and its amazing
history.

Built in 1909,
the ballpark has a rich history
of baseball and football. The
Friends of Warren Ballpark
has been headed by Judy
Anderson who has been the
director since its creation. Judy
and her husband, Mike, who
is the historian for the group
and the ballpark, are stepping
down this year. In talking with
Judy, I have decided to take the

reins of the organization and
continue the amazing work she
has accomplished. I grew up
in a house that overlooked the
ballpark and have memories of
hearing the crack of a bat echo
throughout the park. Keeping
this small part of baseball
history alive is a goal I will not
stop working toward.

During the summer, we
are putting together the first
Arizona travel team. Made up of
players from across the Arizona
Vintage League, the travel team
will go by the name The Lost
Dutchmen. This is a tribute to
the famous myth about a mine
in the Superstition Mountains of
Central Arizona.

We will travel to Colorado
to play in their 30th celebration
in late June. Our second stop
brings us to the Ohio Cup
where we have been invited to
participate in the festivities. We
look forward to taking this great
thing we have going on to some
new places. Keep an eye out for
us and put Arizona on your base
ball map.



SUMMARY OF 2023 VBBA CONFERENCE PRESENTATION:

“Ballists, Dead Beats,

and Mulffins:

Inside Early

Baseball in Illinois”

Sharing information from
my new book, only the second
detailed study of a state’s
experience with baseball between
1865 and 1870, I tried to focus
on things that might be of interest
to vintage base ball players and
clubs. The book is a social history
of the game and the times.

First, over 1,000 teams were identified in
Illinois during that era, the vast majority of
them outside the City of Chicago and some
in places no longer appearing on
maps. These were “organized”
male adult and juvenile clubs, who
formed to play baseball largely
among themselves with a “first
nine” for challenge matches with
other clubs. These clubs organized
under and followed principles
outlined by Henry Chadwick in
his baseball guides—the bulk of
the material focusing not on rules
rather on how to play the respective positions
and with considerable emphasis on the game’s
gentlemanly standards. These clubs functioned
as clubs with dues, regular meetings, by-laws,
committees, and fund-raisers.

More often than not, clubs traveled to other
communities by the state’s growing railroad
network and/or riverboats. Only in a few cases
did teams travel over the state’s primitive
roads.

While baseball coverage was not only

i
BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

extensive but professionalized on the East
Coast by writers such as Chadwick, Illinois
editors encountering the game were, like the
hundreds of spectators who turned out, largely
unfamiliar with the game and its fine points.
Game accounts easily created more questions
than they answered and tended to focus on the
game’s pageantry and rituals.

The book was researched by examining
nearly every extant Illinois newspaper from
that time—most of which are not digitized
and unavailable online. If one wants to truly
understand the game’s scope and impact, there
is no way to reach that goal without exhaustive
research on a microfilm reader machine.

Spectators savored “muffin games,” (games
addressed in detail by Peter Morris in his fine
book, “But Didn’t We Have Fun.” These games
pitted “heavyweights” against “lightweights,”
doctors against lawyers, clerks against their
counterparts in other stores, married men
versus bachelors, and clubs made up on
the spot for fun.

Factors leading to the collapse of the
[llinois game’s “honeymoon period,”
involved increasing competitiveness
driving by local rivalries, gambling,
and the use by a few teams such as
the Forest City Club of Rockford
and the Chicago Excelsiors of paid
professionals. While the game never
went away—becoming largely focused on
junior clubs (14-16 years old), the early
adult clubs died out with the exception of
Rockford’s. The adult clubs came back a few
years later in the form of town teams.

A key event representing the “old” game’s
disappearance came when the Cincinnati Red
Stockings, returning from the 1869 trip to the
West Coast, stopped in Quincy and humiliated
the local Occidental Senior Club, 51-7. The
Occidental Seniors never played another game.



Membership in the
Vintage Base Ball
Association is open and
available to clubs as well
as to individuals who
would like to support
the organization.
Memberships are vital
to the organization’s
success.

« FULL MEMBER CLUBS

$75/year or $125/two years*:
full-fledged vintage club nines who play
at least six games a year.

« ASSOCIATE CLUBS

$50/year*:

vintage clubs who play less than six
games/year

« INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
$20/year*:
individual ballists, civilian interpreters,

%

L
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TION

ALDBODLIA

Full
Member
Clubs

Associate
Member
Clubs

Individual
Membership

Base Ball Player’s
Chronicle newsletter

Ve

Ve

Invitation to National Convention

Ve

Ve

VBBA Directory Listing

Ve

Voting Rights (2 votes)

General Liability Insurance

The VBBA is covered whenever a local
team plays. If, for example, a spectator
gets hit by a stray ball and sues, the
policy will respond to cover the natio-
nal organization. If the local team has
no money, but is recognized as a VBBA
member club then litigant will go to
where the money is, the VBBA.

***\BBA member clubs must contact
the VBBA for VBBA certificates of in-
surance as required by specific venues
and dates ***

SIS

Access to Base Ball Historical Archivists

Access to Rule Interpretations for Reenactments

Page with Team Picture, Schedule and Brief History

Annual Membership

Paying online? Be sure to include your team name In the "Special

Imtructhons ™

v
Vv
75

Donate

550
Donate

520
Donate



Bob Kendrick
brings 2023 VBBA

conference to its feet




Saturday, April 1 had been a long day by
the time the Vintage Base Ball Association’s
Conference Banquet opened that evening. A
busy morning of panels on the early game and its
many facets was succeeded by a delightful lunch
Carillion Brewing in Dayton, Ohio and then, a
shortened game played against a backdrop of
bone-chilling winds and spitting snow. Attendees
had time to get warm again before the banquet
opened at 7:30 p.m.

It was well after 7:30 when Bob Kendrick,
president of the Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum, finally approached the speaker’s
lectern and then only after some
last-minute technical wizardry from
Jim Knoblauch of the Vermilion
Voles of Danville, IL, revived a
malfunctioning PowerPoint system.

In other words, those sitting at
the round tables in the Doubletree
Suites banquet room were a bit
groggy from the day’s events and
the meal. A situation no speaker
relishes. But Kendrick, whose
friendly manner and ingratiating personality won
new friends all day, quickly engaged and kept
the audience’s attention.

His talk on not only the museum he heads
but the sad history of racial discrimination in
baseball was interspersed with anecdotes about
the great Negro Leagues stars, especially Hall
of Famers Buck O’Neill and Satchel Paige.
Hanging on every word, following the superb
organization and delivery of his message, the
audience rose at the end for a prolonged standing
ovation.

Everyone knew they had witnessed
something special and learned many important
things.

Organizers could not have asked for a better
conclusion to the Marcy 31-April 2 event, and
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attendees had much to talk about on Sunday the
2" and the days beyond.

Rich Moran, of Dayton’s Clodbuster Club,
and his wife worked tirelessly before and
during the conference, creating “swag” bags for
attendees, arranging the luncheon at Carillon
Park, planning the all-comers game, and a
thousand-and-one other behind-the-scenes tasks
that added up to success.

Saturday morning’s presenters included the
Ohio Muffins’ Tracy Martin, who displayed
historic uniforms, Richard Heinick’s talk on
Pennsylvania’s role in the segregation of baseball
in the mid-1860s, and a lively panel
including Jim Tootle, Ed Shuman, and
Doug Smith, on the history of the VBBA
and the goals of the original organizers.
VBBA vice president Evette Griffore
Jacobson (Scrappy) and a living history
specialist from Carillon Park, reviewed
proper mid-19* century dress and new
VBBA Archivist Eric Laudenbacher
spoke on the “art of umpiring.” VBBA
Secretary Bill Helm, a Washington state
newspaper editor, shared tips on connecting with
local media and communities. VBBA Historian
Bob Sampson presented his research into the
arrival, rise, and decline of baseball in Illinois
between 1865 and 1870.

The conference concluded Sunday morning
with the VBBA Board and general membership
meetings.

Concurrent with the conference, a silent
auction was held, raising $800 thanks to many
generous donations. VBBA President Gary
Schiappacasse later reported that the total is the
highest in recent memory.

There are many things to remember about
this year’s conference. Each attendee took away
diverse memories, but all are not likely to soon
forget Bob Kendrick and his message.



VBBA Monthly Board
eeting Agenda

June 25, 2023 6:00 PM CST

Call to Order: 4 pm Pacific 6 pm Central 7 pm Eastern

ROLL CALL:
Dubuque, Dustyn,
Helm, Bill,

Jacobson, Evette Griffore,
Patrick Murphy,
Miller, Collin,
Pollifrone, Bill,
Sampson, Bob,
Schiappacasse, Gary,
Shuman, Ed,

Wicker, Tony,
Zeledon, Paul Scooter,
Laudenbacher, Eric,

Menomonie Blue Caps,
Whatcom Bay Stars,
Early Risers,

Higley Haymakers,
Mountain Athletic Club;

Trustee, Northern Region
Secretary

Vice-President, Midwest Eastern
Trustee, Western Region
Trustee, Eastern Region

Awkwards Vintage Base Ball of Central Florida, Trustee, Southern Region

Rock Spring Ground Squirrels,

Chicago Salmon,

Canal Fulton Mules, Trustee,

St. Louis Brown Stockings,
Chicago Salmon,

Historian
President
Midwest Eastern

Trustee, Midwest, Southwestern Region

Treasurer
Archivist

Secretary’s Report: May meeting minutes, Summer Newsletter
Treasurer’s Report: VBBA 2023 Dayton Conference Financial Review, Membership Renewal, Financial Report, New Member Clubs

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Review, 2023 VBBA Dayton Conference: VBBA
gift membership to Negro League Baseball Museum
c/o museum president (Bob Kendrick)

11.2024 VBBA Dayton Conference: Corresponded

23 times over the last month. October bio & photo
website deadline § presenters, including Susan
Dellinger, grandfather, Ed J Roush, Red Legs and
Black Sox, Keynote? Not John Kruk, Mailing
provided VBBA mailing list

Florida SouthWestern College, our Conference venue,
is requiring a different form from what was provided.
297

Edison Ford Winter Estates will hold the annual
Vintage Base Ball Tournament on Sunday, March 17
Conference also coincides with MLB Grapefruit
League Spring Training. Two teams have home
stadiums in Fort Myers, the Minnesota Twins and the
Boston Red Sox.

III. Trademark Status: Evette Update

IV. VBBA Banners: One returned, the other? Not Blue
Grass Barons, Lexington, Kentucky???

V. Working on “cloud” site through website for VBBA
records.

VI. Regional Reports
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NEW BUSINESS:

1. VBBA Correspondence Other Business:

2. Added Patrick Murphy contact information to
VBBA website

3. Search for new VBBA Treasurer...Illinois
preference.

4. VBBA Correspondence: Located Tally Me, Sir!
June 27, 1994 Sports Illustrated article: Vintage Base
Ball for Roger Mooney, Eric Laudenbacher Contacts:
Roenoke, Virgina, Jeffrey Wilson, from 1886 rulees,
San Francisco Eagles, Bay Area Vintage Baseball,
www.bavbb.com looking to play ball while attending
Hollins University for a 6 weeks course in children’s
literature. North Carolina: Ginny Miller, looking for
vintage base ball games, Dinner on the Diamond,
Fort Wayne, IN, Kristen Kimmel requesting bawe
ball re-enactors. “They did take a run down facility
and really make it nice. They hold a lot of tourneys
there.” Dennis Pops Wiegmann; Chesapeake Nine
Vintage Baseball Schedule request, Paulette Volunteer,
Jerusalem Mill, pxjones@comcast.net, Bay Villagers,
David Burton Adams, looking for Cleveland area
VBBC to play, Certificates of Insurance: Westfield
Wheelmen: Doc Adams Old Time Base Ball Festival
/ August 5 & 6, 2023, Hillsdale People Townball
Club, Westfield Wheelmen for their home field for the
2023 season. Book Review The Beckoning World by
Douglas Bauer request, Jack Pelikan book.

5. Other Business:



VBBA Monthly Board
Meeting Minutes

May 21, 2023 6 p.m. CST

Call to Order: 4 p.m. Pacific, 6 p.m. Central, 7 p.m. EasternRoll Call:

Dubuque, Dustyn,

Helm, Bill, Whatcom Aces,
Jacobson, Evette Griffore, Early Risers,
Murphy, Patrick, Higley Haymakers,

Miller, Collin,
Pollifrone, Bill,
Sampson, Bob,
Schiappacasse, Gary,
Shuman, Ed,

Wicker, Tony,
Zeledon, Paul Scooter,
Laudenbacher, Eric,

Menomonie Blue Caps,

Mountain Athletic Club;

Awkwards Vintage Base Ball of Central Florida,
Rock Spring Ground Squirrels,

Chicago Salmon,

Canal Fulton Mules,

St. Louis Brown Stockings,

Chicago Salmon,

Trustee, Northern Region
Secretary

Vice-President, Midwest Eastern

Trustee, Western Region

Trustee, Eastern Region

Trustee, Southern Region

Historian

President

Trustee, Midwest Eastern

Trustee, Midwest, Southwestern Region
Treasurer

Archivist

Secretary’s Report: April meeting minutes, Summer Newsletter
Board approved April meeting minutes. Working on newsletter, should have content finished in about 3 weeks.

Treasurer’s Report: VBBA 2023 Dayton Conference Financial Review, Membership Renewal, Financial Report, New Member Clubs

Of the $1,500 allocated to NLBM for Bob Kendrick’s keynote speech at this year’s conference, March 31-April 2, $500 went to the museum, with
the remaining $1,000 for reimbursement to Bob Kendrick.

OLD BUSINESS:

I. Review, 2023 VBBA Dayton
Conference: Bob Sampson Summer
Newsletter 2023 Conference Summary,
VBBA gift membership to Negro League
Baseball Museum c/o museum president
(Bob Kendrick, trending down of VBBA
Conference attendance.

Collin Miller wants 2025 VBBA
conference held at Cooperstown,

N.Y., site of Baseball Hall of Fame.
Wytheville, Virginia also wants to hold
2025 conference. Bill Helm needs to
officially offer Bob Kendrick honorary
VBBA membership.

7 presenters, Keynote?, Mailing list
requested, 501 (c) (3) certificate, Free
Tampa Bay Rays tickets at conference.
Florida folks still trying to get former
MLB first baseman John Kruk, a Florida
resident, to be keynote speaker for the
2024 conference.

Tom ‘Pig’ Daniels works for the Rays and
has offered to give conference attendees
free Rays spring training tickets for

the Friday game the day the conference
begins. Ballpark, St. Petersburg, is 118
miles from Fort Myers, the conference

site.

I11. Bob Sampson Book, May release:
Ballists, Dead Beats and Muffins: Inside
Early Baseball in Illinois

Bob gave presentation and autographed
books. About 28 people attended.

IV. Trademark Status: Evette Update:
Evette not present at meeting.

V. VBBA Banners: One returned, the
other? Blue Grass Barons, Lexington,
Kentucky

Banners, 3 of them, cost about $1,000.

Gary said he lost track of where they are.

Eric L. will be in Kentucky in July, will
look then for them.

VI. Working on cloud site through
website for VBBA records.

Gary said he has old VBBA records the
board wants to get onto our website.
“We’d like material warehoused, would
SABR let us store it with them? Patrick
will check with Jacob Pomrenke, former
commissioner of Arizona vintage
league also employed by SABR in
communications.

VII. Regional Reports

Bill Pollifrone, via email: Nothing much
to report from the southeast. Our season
is coming to a close. Fort myers and
Bradenton play one more game next
weekend and then we’re done with ball in
Florida until October.

Tony Wicker, via email: All teams have
started up and are playing somewhere.
We had games under the Arch two weeks
ago that went very well. Unfortunately,
this even will only take place once this
year, but we did have a big turnout with
lots of people stopping by. There were
three games taking place in conjunction
with the Cardinals game so big crowd.
Game last month between the St. Louis
Brown Stockings and Westerns of
Topeka in Joplin was a big hit. We played
one, nine inning game between two high
school games. Joplin would like to try to
make this a one day festival each year if
possible. Will be in contact on working
with them. Trying to see if we can get a
team started up there. Too soon to tell.
Several regional games were being
played last weekend and this past
weekend at home fields. Brown Stockings
and the Lafayette Square Cyclone took
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the game to McNair Park in St.
Charles County for the first time
and drew a crowd of people to watch
there. About 15 years ago, the St.
Charles Capitals had a team but
folded after a couple of years, so we
are trying to bring the game back to
St. Charles. No interest yet in getting
another team started out there. The
St. Charles Explorers were a team
for the last couple of years, but
never had a home field and ended up
combining their team with the St.
Louis Perfectos last year before both
clubs decided to take a break for the
coming year.

Coming up in a few weeks is the
Barclay Festival in Lafayette Park
for the City of St. Louis hosted by
the Lafayette Square Cyclone where
about six teams will play over two
days in which the Lafayette Square
will host home tours, flea markets
around the park and the vintage base
ball game inside the park. Will play
1860 rules on Saturday and looking
at doing 1860, 1868 and possible
1887 rules on Sunday of that festival.

Collin Miller, via email: I just got
home at 6 p.m. from our home
opener with the Providence Grays
were we played 9 inn of 1895 and

9 inn of 1864. I got into some other
projects that needed attention

when I got home ... I have nothing
substantive to report on important
games for the East with two
exceptions:

1) The Delhi Polecats BBC and
Saugerties Base Ball Club (SBBC)
had their first match and it was the
first match ever for SBBC. They got
smoked but that’s pretty typical for a
new club.

2) The new Springfield Base Ball
Club (MA) is looking to stage a
recreation of an 1898 all Puerto
Rican baseball game that occurred
back then. They are looking to have
this game sometime this season with
the Providence Grays.

Also...

There were several vintage

baseball clubs present at the Fred
Ivor Campbell 19th Century
Baseball Conference for SABR in
Cooperstown on April 28-29. Matt
Albertson from the Athletic BBC of
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Philadelphia, Bob Tholkes (formerly
of the Quickstep BBC in MN)
spoke, Brian “Cappy” Sheehan of
the Essex Base Ball Club, and your’s
truly presented their research on
19th century baseball research. (See
photos attached). It’s nice to tie our
historical research into what we do
as vintage ballists and this meeting is
likely the best forum to showcase it.
There were a few other 19c¢ ballists
in attendance from the Flower City
Base Ball Club in Rochester NY and
the Diamond State Base Ball Club
(DE).

I also learned that Otesaga is getting
very expensive and I will likely be
exploring alternative hosts for our
2025 conference. We may be able

to have it at the HOF with offsite
catering in a banquet hall around the
corner if I can pull it off.

As an aside ... Found a photo

from an English children’s book

of games published in 1744 - the
earliest known reference to baseball
in the world. There are only 3 or

4 in existence. Historian on early
baseball David Block brought it to
show during the artifacts showcase.
Eat your heart out Doubleday.

Patrick Murphy: Arizona base

ball seasaon ended in April. He is
captaining an all-star team that is
traveling to Colorado at the end of
June, also playing a couple of July
4 games and will play the Ohio

Cup on Labor Day weekend.Patrick
is also now leading the Friends of
Warren Ballpark nonprofit group
that supports the ballpark used for
the Arizona league’s annual end-of-
season tournament in Bisbee, Copper
City Classic.

Ed Shuman: Ohio basaeball is active.
Teams are playing. League Park is
hosting the Shamrocks. Canal Fulton
Mules, Shuman’s team, will be one
of the teams at one of their events.

Bob Sampson: New Champaign
County team played an 1886 game in
Bloomington, went well. Regarding
stealing or not stealing bases,
Sampson said the solution is for
people to understand that this is a
diverse world. Gary said that “1% is

that obsessed wiuth stolen bases.”
Bill Helm: Tentative plans for
August game with Seattle-area
hardball team.

Eric Laudenbach: Guys are
practicing 2x week getting ready for
June 12 game then a Fathers Day
festival the following weekend.

Gary Schiappacasse: All is good in
Illinois.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. VBBA Correspondence: Chicago
Salmon, Blue Island Blue Caps

2. Search for new VBBA Treasurer
... Illinois preference.

Three people offered the position,
each said NO. Scooter told Bob
sampson there’s no chance he’d
reconsider.

3. VBBA Correspondence:
Chesapeake Nine Vintage Baseball
Schedule request, Paulette Volunteer,
Jerusalem Mill, pxjones@comcast.
net, April 24, renamed A League

of Our Own WWII Girls Baseball
Living History League on VBBA
website, Paid InMotion Hosting
$19.99 to Renew VBBA domain

for one year, Bay Villagers,

David Burton Adams, looking

for Cleveland area VBBC to play,
Certificates of Insurance: Westwood
Wheelmen & Membership renewal,
Book Review The Beckoning World
by Douglas Bauer request, the
current VBBA link for Spalding’s
base ball guide repaired, stealing
argument posted on VBBA Town
Hall page, critique of Douglas
Dutchers uniform shirts, Jack
Pelikan book. Gary said he’d
promote the Pelikan book on the
VBBA Town Hall page. Pelikan
interviewed several VBBA board
members. Bob Sampson and Bill
Helm each have a copy of it.

4. Other Business:

Adjourn: 5:30 p.m. Pacific, 7:30 p.m.
Central, 8:30 p.m. Eastern



COOPERSTOWN BAT COMPANY

Since 1981, Cooperstown Bat Company has
specialized in game bats for play, custom
personalized engravings and autographed
bats.

Their pro model bats are available for players
of all levels from the beginner through to

the Major Leagues. Cooperstown bat is being
used in several MLB organizations, American
Legion, Babe Ruth, travel team, and high
school players.

Cooperstown Bat Company also makes
various vintage base ball bats, including
acorn, knobless, bottle bat and split grip
(double knob). You can see their bats being
turned at the company’s factory location in
Hartwick, just 15 minutes from Cooperstown.
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit cooperstownbat.com for more
information.

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE

James Country Mercantile started life in 1985
as James Country Muzzleloading, right in the
heart of the area which bred and nurtured
Frank and Jesse James.

James Country Mercantile is now one of the
largest sutleries in existence, offering a full
line of historically accurate goods, custom
sewing, research, consultation, and associated
services. Don’t forget when ordering to use
your VBBA Member Code vbbal996 to get
your 15% discount. Visit jamescountry.com
for more information.

Banrbioll Aiiicd s Pl - & & P Reeeee Ll

K&P WEAVER

Since 1994, K & P Weaver, LLC features
reproductions of historic vintage base ball
uniforms of the 19th Century and early-20th
Century, equipment and more.

K & P uniforms, clothing and accessories can
be found across the ballfields of America to

VBBA vendor spotlight

historical landmarks and museums such as the
National Baseball Hall of Fame, Smithsonian
Institution, MLB All-Star FanFest, and
they've been seen in the HBO Documentaries
“The Curse of the Bambino,” “Hitler’s Pawn,”
and films such as “Dummy Hoy” and “Cop
Out.”

Member Code vbbal996 to get your 10%
discount due to rising material costs for the
purchase of team shirts, and knickers and

trousers.
Visit baseballamericaspastime.com for more
information.

STOCKBRIDGE SEWING WORKS

Stockbridge Sewing Works has all of your
19th century needs for hats and other sewing
projects.

Contact Norma Hildebrand to discuss hats,
banners, and any other items she may be able
to make for you. No head to big or too small.
Fit and quality guaranteed. Hand crafted one
at a time in the USA.

Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit stockbridgesewingworks.com
for more information.

PRO
H BASEBALL

PHOENIX BAT COMPANY

Since 1996, Phoenix Bat Co. has been
crafting wood bats outside of Columbus,
Ohio. Phoenix Bats starts by purchasing only
pro-grade wood to deliver a quality bat to you
and pros alike. Their bats are only made from
American top-grade woods like rock maple,
yellow birch and northern white ash. History
and Background of Phoenix Bat Co.

Founder and former owner Lefty Trudeau
started playing 19th Century baseball for the
Ohio Historical Society in 1991. In 1996, he
was restoring old houses for a living and had a
small wood shop.

“The Historical Society knew my shop
included an old lathe and they asked if I could
make some bats typical of the 1860s,” Trudeau
recalled. “I agreed. Little did I expect how
much [ would have to learn or how much fun
I would have. Not only did my team like the
bats but the teams we were playing started
asking me to make bats for them as well.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit phoenixbats.com/vintage-bats
for more information.

19TH CENTURY BASE BALL
If you want to get the ball that started it

all, then you want 19th Century Base Ball.
Call Eric Miklich at 631-796-5200 or e-mail
info@19cbaseball.com.

Said Ron Swoboda, star of the 1969 New York
Mets, 19cBaseball.com is “truly a one-of-a-
kind resource for in-depth information related
to the history of our great sport. | encourage
all baseball enthusiasts to visit the site to
learn more about how the game really began.”
Don'’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit 19cBaseball.com for more
information.

USA SMACKER BATS

USA Smacker Bats makes all its bats by hand,
not by machine.

“If a vintage ballist wants to be true to the
time period of play, we are the company to
use,” proprietor Brian Carter says.

Smacker Bats are handmade by craftsmen
(including Carter) behind a lathe ... shaping,
sanding, staining/ painting and striping the
bats just like the originals back in the 1800s.
With a quick turnaround between 1-2
weeks, these bats are all American, with all
American tools and materials.

“We believe in quality of quantity,” Carter
says. Their pricing is competitive as well.
“We love the history of the base ball bat,
which bleeds into our passion for making
them. We are obsessed with base ball bats.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount.

Contact Brian Carter at smacker@comcast.
net or visit smackerbats.com/vintage.
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FOR THE GLORY
OF THE GAME




