
VBBA President’s Corner 

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME!  
GARY THE PROFESSOR  SCHIAPPACASSE VBBA PRESIDENT

The Midwest and East Coast vintage base ball clubs 
are in hibernation as a single digit cold front is on its way 
this coming weekend.

The Mountain Athletic ended their 
season, October 19 vs. the Delhi Polecats in 
their “A Pitch for Doc Adams’ Hall of Fame 
Awareness game. No, Doc Adams did not get 
nominated or voted on this year for the Hall 
of Fame.

The St. Louis Brownstockings finished 
their season with the annual Goodwill 
Match, October 26. All of the clubs in the St. 
Louis area are invited for a simple game of 
base ball. Players for each team that day are 
simply picked from the pool of players that come to play 
ball.

Vintage base ball in Florida and Arizona is heating 
up. The Florida clubs almost got their season started on 
October 19th. Although Hurricane Milton was gone, the 
first scheduled game of the Florida season was called off 
because of the lack of players. 

The Diamond State Vintage Base Ball Club heads 
south to Florida to play in the Kissimmee Cup Festival on 
February 22. Last Year the the New York Mutual Base Ball 
Club made the Winter trip to Florida.

Arizona is also heating up with their vintage base ball 

season. Arizona Vintage Base Ball began its season with 
a new club the Globe Bears.November. The Maricopa 

Maidens took on the new all women’s club, the 
Millerettes Vintage Base Ball Club on Sunday, 
December 8.

The Midwest and East Coast vintage base 
ball clubs should consider making the trip 
South or West this Winter.

Both my club, the Chicago Salmon and the 
Springfield Long Nine made the trip to Prescott, 
Arizona. The Chicago Salmon made the trip to 
Fort Myers, Florida. 

Stay warm!
Looking ahead to the 2025 Vintage Base 

Ball Association Conference in Cooperstown, New York, 
the keynote speaker is Bill Spaceman Lee, of the Boston 
Red Sox. Presenters include Phil Dixon: Journey of 
Negro Leagues Statistics to MLB, Leslie Heaphy: Historic 
Struggles of the African American Ball Players, and Eric 
Miklich: The History of the Strike Zone. There will be 
plenty of time to visit the Hall of Fame.

The Conference takes place at the historic Otesaga 
Resort Hotel. Reduced room rates include a buffet 
breakfast. A Single occupancy is $208 plus applicable 
taxes and Double occupancy is $236 plus applicable 
taxes. There is a $28 charge for each additional guest. 

fall

2024
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LAYOUT BY 
KIDGARCIA.COM

REMEMBER AS YOUR CLUB PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE THAT THE VBBA IN ADDITION TO LIA- 
BILITY INSURANCE, OFFERS ITS MEMBER BALL 
CLUBS UP TO A 15% DISCOUNT ON SEVEN VEN-
DOR’S PRODUCTS. THE MERCHANT CODE FOR 
VBBA MEMBERS IS VBBA1996. THEY INCLUDE:

15% Discount 
Phoenix Bats:  

www.phoenixbats.com

Stockbridge Sewing Works:  
www.stockbridgesewingworks.com

K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

19cbaseball:  
www.19cbaseball.com

James Country Mercantile:  
www.jamescountry.com

Smacker Bats:  
www.smackerbats.com

Cooperstown Bats:  
www.cooperstownbat.com

James Country Mercantile:
www.jamescountry.com

10% Discount
K&P Weaver, LLC:  

www.baseballamericaspastime.com

GET CONNECTED WITH THE VBBA
www.vbba.org

www.facebook.com/
vintagebaseballassociation

twitter.com/VBBA19C

www.instagram.com/
Vintage_Base_Ball_Assoc

VBBA Town Hall Facebook
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Phil Dixon
-“Journey of Negro Leagues 
Statistics to MLB”

As I enter into my 45th year as a 
Baseball Historian, specializing 
on African Americans in this 
game, and others, believe 
me, I’m having more fun than 
ever imagined. I’ve seen lots of 
changes since my first book, but 
I certainly know the best parts of 
this baseball story are yet to be 
shared. Believe me! 

Dr. Leslie Heaphy 
“Historic Struggles of the 
African American Ball Players”
Associate Professor of History, 
Kent State

2024 Henry Chadwick Award
Leslie’s impact on Negro League 
research reaches beyond SABR. A 
voting member of the landmark 
2006 Baseball Hall of Fame 
Negro League committee, she 
had a hand in electing seventeen 
players and executives for 
inclusion in the Hall. 

Eric Miklich
“The History of Baseball’s 
Strike Zone”

1858 For the first time the umpire 
is allowed to call strikes on a 
batter that repeatedly refuses 
not swing at good balls. The 
umpire was required to warn 
the striker before calling a strike. 
After three strikes were called, 
the batter was bound to “make 
his run” to first base if the last 
called strike was not caught by 
the catcher on the fly or first 
bound. http://www.19cbaseball.
com/rules.html

National Baseball 
Hall of Fame 
Special Exhibit
The Black Baseball Initiative
Honoring and Celebrating the 
History of Black Baseball
Through a new exhibit, events 
and outreach programs, 
the Black Baseball Initiative is 
inspiring people by sharing the 
stories of those who overcame 
seemingly insurmountable 
challenges to play the game 
they loved while fostering 
an exploration of the deep 
connections between baseball 
and Black America.

VBBA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
MARCH 28-30, 2025

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

BILL LEE

THE OTESAGA RESORT HOTEL 
COOPERSTOWN, N.Y.

Red Sox HOF & 
Savannah Banana

• Single Room $208  • Double Room $236
• Registration at www.vbba.org

“The Life of a Famous Baseball Player”
Red Sox Hall of Fame, Savannah Banana
An American former professional baseball 
left-handed pitcher who played in Major 
League Baseball (MLB) for the Boston 
Red Sox (1969–1978) and Montreal Expos 
(1979–1982) Lee is known for his counter-
culture behavior, his antics both on and 
off the field, and his use of the “Leephus 
pitch”, Wikepdia
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Hey  
Mr. Spaceman

BY COLLIN “STUMPY” MILLER

VBBA EAST COAST TRUSTEE

A sneak preview of the 2025  
VBBA conference keynote address
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In 1966, the Byrds released 
Mr. Spaceman and William 
Francis Lee III (Bill) was in his 
sophomore year at the University 
of Southern California. Two 
years later, the leftie would help 
the Trojans to win the College 
World Series and get drafted by 
the Boston Red Sox in the 22nd 
round, going on to have a stellar 
professional career, making 
the All Star team in 1973 and 
retiring with 119 wins, 90 losses 
and a career 3.56 ERA. After 14 
seasons with the Red Sox and 
Expos, Bill’s last pitch in pro ball 
was in 1982 and he was inducted 
into the Red Sox Hall of Fame in 
2008.

But as you might know, the 
story of Bill Lee goes deeper 
than statistics. His love of the 
game developed at an early age 
having learned how to pitch from 
his grandmother, Annabelle Lee 
who pitched in the All-American 
Girls Professional Baseball 
League. At the time of this 
writing, Bill is still pitching at 78 
years old…In fact, according to 
his records, he has amassed 230 
wins and one save in amateur 
baseball for countless teams 
including his most recent run 
with the world-famous Savannah 
Bananas.

Here is how I came to know 
Bill through several long phone 
conversations and why I invited 
him to deliver the keynote for 
our 2025 VBBA Conference in 
Cooperstown…

Back when I played for the 
New Hampshire Granites 
Vintage Base Ball Club in 2012, 
I was visiting a client up in 
Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom 
and happened to notice a note 
with Bill Lee’s phone number 
that was posted in his workshop 
. Recalling that I’d heard Bill had 

a vintage team from Vermont 
called “The Green Mountain 
Boys” and wanting to play them 
sometime, I asked my client if it 
was the same Bill Lee that had 
pitched for the Sox and could I 
have his number. He said it was, 
and he had been working with 
Bill to possibly supply raw billet 
blanks to him for creating a 
signature line of wood bats called 
“Spaceman Bats” – a company 
he still runs today. That piece of 
scrap paper I wrote the number 
down on sat pinned to my kitchen 
bulletin board for 11 years before 
I finally got the gumption to ring 
this guy that I’d heard so much 
about. Everyone has a Bill Lee 
story. Here’s mine…

On a morning during the deer 
hunting season last Fall, I picked 
up the phone and dialed Bill’s 
number and we talked for over a 
half and hour about trees, wood 
and weather in the Northeast. 
He shared with me that if he 
could be anything other than a 
baseball player, he’d have been a 
forest ranger – that he’d almost 
went to study at University 
of Oregon due to its forestry 
program. I’m certain that Bill is 
the only former MLB All Star to 
have played vintage baseball. In 
the mid-2000’s former Yankee 
pitcher Jim Bouton sought to 
restore and promote historic 
Wahconah Park in Pittsfield, MA 
by making a run at monetizing 
an 1886 league called the Vintage 
Base Ball Federation. It was 
around the same time that the 
commonly used Vintage Base 
Ball Factory was born. In 2004, 
Bill came down to make a 
cameo pitching appearance with 
the Hartford Senators club that 
played the Pittsfield Hillies in the 
only network televised 1886-rules 
baseball game which aired on 

ESPN Classic. Some clubs that 
played in the Federation are still 
in existence and play the game 
according to post-1884 rules the 
year the pitcher started throwing 
overhand and players started 
wearing gloves specifically 
designed for catching a baseball.

Bill told me he’d love to come 
pitch in the Catskills sometime 
in a vintage game. After a recent 
scare he’d had with his heart, he 
was getting back his strength 
to return to his prior pitching 
form. By the time we had to 
bid farewell, I had made a new 
friend, and we’d talk several 
more times throughout last 
winter. He returned to the mound 
on June 8 when the Bananas 
played before a sell-out crowd at 
Fenway Park.

Now there are some of my 
other friends in the vintage 
baseball circuit who played 
against Bill’s Green Mountain 
Boys. And their stories about 
Bill Lee inside the lines paint 
a picture similar to ones we’ve 
seen from his epic battles with 
Thurman Munson’s Yankees in 
the tumultuous rivalries with the 
NY Yankees in the 1970s. Bill is 
a fierce competitor and HATES 
to lose at anything. I’ll leave it at 
that for now, and you can meet 
him in our all-comers match 
on March 29 and stay for the 
dinner where we can go deeper 
into several interesting Bill Lee 
stories…But as Bill himself puts 
it, “Believe nothing of what you 
hear and only half of what you 
see.”

About the Author: Miller 
is Captain of the 1895 
Fleischmanns Mountain Athletic 
Club in the Catskill Mountains of 
New York State and is in the final 
year of his term as the VBBA 
East Region Trustee.

A sneak preview of the 2025  
VBBA conference keynote address
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I hope that your 2024 season was a great 
one and that you are already getting excited 
about the 2025 campaign that is just around 
the corner.

This letter is to remind you that 2025 dues 
are coming due.  Payment can be issued via 
check and should be made payable to the 
“Vintage Base Ball Association” and sent to 
John Freyer, VBBA Treasurer, 11924 S. 86th 
Ave, Palos Park, IL 60464.  Full Member Club 
Dues are $75 for one year, or $125 for two 
years, Associate Member Club Dues are $50, 
and Individual Member Dues are $20.  

Payments can also be made through our 
website (www.vbba.org) via PayPal.  If this is 
your first time paying via PayPal, please tell 
me and let me know if you have any issues.  
Please make sure that you include the team 
that you are submitting payment for and for 
the applicable year.

Regardless of whether you are paying via 
check or PayPal, I would appreciate it if you 
would include the following information 
with your payment:  Club Name, Primary 
Contact Person, address , phone number(s), 
e-mail address(es), and the name and same 
information if the club has a secondary 

contact person. Ideally, each club has one 
person who oversees the entire operations 
and one person who is responsible for game 
operations.    

We thank you for you VBBA membership.  
VBBA benefits include vendor discounts, team 
VBBA liability insurance, quarterly VBBA 
newsletter, historical accuracy support, access 
to a national network through the VBBA.org 
website, and 501c3 support.

We hope to see you at the VBBA 2025 
National Conference this March 28, 29, 30 at 
Cooperstown, New York.  It will take place 
at the Historic Otesaga Hotel. Take time to 
visit the National Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum. With key note speaker Bill Lee, 
presentations by Phil Dixon, Leslie Heaphy, 
and Eric Miklich it promises to be an exciting 
event, and a special historic way to kick off 
the 2025 campaign for most of our clubs.  
Information for this event is available on our 
website at www.vbba.org.

Whether you are an established club, a 
young club, or a brand new club, we are glad 
that you have chosen to be a part of the VBBA.  
It is our sincere desire that we serve you to the 
best of our abilities.  If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to ask. If you have any 
recommendations, we are more than happy to 
take them under advisement.

With that said, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me should you have any questions 
about your club’s membership status.  I can 
be reached via cell phone at 708-790-9313.  
Weekdays during regular business hours,  are 
better than weekends, to reach me, and I am 
also accessible via e-mail at either fryorama@
aol.com (preferred) or johnkfreyer@gmail.
com (secondary).

Respectfully,
John “Stinky” Freyer                                                                                                                             ​
VBBA Treasurer​

Dear Vintage Base Ball Clubs

JOHN FREYER
VBBA TREASURER

2025 dues are coming due
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Since then, off-and-on discussions occurred during 
Executive Board meetings, ideas were exchanged, inclusion 
criteria were discussed, and the concept sharpened.

 “Vintage Base Ball Pioneers” is the result. A simple 
philosophy supports the idea: “Honoring key influencers 
in nineteenth century baseball over the last fifty years and 
counting.”

 Contributions to the game rather than simple playing 
skills are the primary nomination/admission criteria. Playing 
statistics such as batting average, runs batted in, fielding 
average are difficult to compare, especially considering the 
differing eras and rules used by VBBA clubs. Plus, some clubs 
do not keep statistics or even keep track of won-loss records.

 “Pioneers” status represents 
overall contributions to the game. 
There is no shortage of candidates. 
Old Beth Page Village and Ohio 
Village programs from the early 
1980s on alone constitute multiple  
candidates, individuals whose work 
and inspiration grew the game along 
the East Coast and throughout the 
Midwest.  Clubs in other regions—
Arizona and Colorado, for example--have similar individuals 
worthy of inclusion. And what about women, as  club leaders 
or players,  who broke gender barriers?  It is time the VBBA 
recognized and honored these individuals and others.

 Admission to “Pioneers” status is easy. Each club can 
nominate individuals who made key and far-reaching 
contributions to vintage base ball, its spread, its spirit, and its 
goals.  Simply send in a name along with a two or three-line 
explanation of their contributions and a photograph. These 
will be posted on the VBBA page.

 We hope to add to the “Pioneers” over time.
 

BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

VBBA  Announces 
New Honor
About two years ago, the 

VBBA Board was approached 
with an idea — a Vintage Base 

Ball Hall of Fame, something 
seen as a way to honor 

individuals whose work and 
commitment advanced the 

game in significant ways 
beyond the foul lines.  
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The first article comes from 
Wednesday, July 7, 1858 

Match Game of Base Ball Clubs. 
– A match game of Base Ball will 
be played on Wednesday, Suly 
(sic) 7th, on the ground, corner of 
South Halsted and West Harrison 
Streets, commencing at 1 P. M., 
between the Union Base Ball Club, 
of Chicago, and the Downer’s 
Grove Base Ball Club.  Some rare 
sport may be anticipated.

​Some rare sport, indeed!  The 
next day, Thursday, July 8, 1858) 
the paper reported:

Base Ball Match. – A match 
game was played yesterday 
afternoon between the Union 
Base Ball Club, of this city, and 

the Downer’s Grove Base Ball 
Club.  Notwithstanding the hot 
weather, the sport was excellent.  
A spacious tent was erected on 
the Club’s grounds, corner of 
South Halsted and West Harrison 
Streets, for the accommodations 
of visitors.  The Downer’s Grove 
Club came off victorious, the 
“country boys” being excellent 
players.  In the evening the Union 
Club entertained their victors, at 
which several good speeches were 
made, after which the whole party 
attended the theater in uniform.

The story didn’t even give the 
final score!  Obviously, the final 
outcome was not as important as 
the fact that Base Ball was a game 
amongst friends for exercise and 
comradery.

TERRY KRAS
PLAYER & UMPIRE

Base Ball in Chicago 
in 1858,as Reported in 
the Chicago Tribune

As a member of a Vintage Base Ball team, I often sit on the bench 
between innings or roam the sidelines as an umpire and wonder how 
what we do compares to how things were done back in 1858.  The team I 
play for, the Deep River Grinders, like many other Chicago Area teams 
tell our cranks that we play by the rules and customs of 1858. But do 
we?  Being so close to Chicago, and having access to a Newspapers.com 
subscription (all articles and pictures are copyright Newpapers.com), I 
decided to see what was reported about this new game called Base Ball 
in the largest newspaper in the area at that point, the Chicago Tribune.  
I ran a search through the 1858 issues for references to “Base Ball” and 
found 10 articles that tell quite a story.
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I can also imagine the other 
attendees at the theater that evening 
sitting with the players, still in their 
uniforms after a hot day on the field.  
It must have been breath-taking!

The very next day, Friday, July 
9, 1858, there was a letter from the 
‘Associated Congress of Base Ball 
Clubs’ as to the rules that were 
previously adopted by the New York 
Convention.  They sent the note in 
hopes that a standard set of rules 
would help to popularize the game.  
Interestingly, except for the “out on 
one bound” rule and disqualifying a 
player who makes an out for the rest 
of the inning, the rules are pretty 
much the same rules that are used at 
every level of play today!

Two weeks later, the Chicago 
Assembly unanimously accepted the 
standardized rules.  As reported on 
Friday July 23, 1858

​Base Ball-At a convention of 
Base Ball Clubs held in this city, 
July 21st, the rules established by 
the “Associated Congress of Base 
Ball Clubs” in New York were 
unanimously adopted for governing 
the play of the Clubs assembled.

​​Wm. B. Willard, Secretary
Unfortunately, they did not list 

the teams who were in attendance.  
It would take a couple more weeks 
before the first Base Ball game in 
Chicago was played by the new 
rules.  The following Challenge 
and Acceptance was published in 

the Tribune on Tuesday, August 17, 
1858.

Chicago, August 14, 1858 – To the 
Secretary Excelsior Base Ball Club, 
Sir:-The undersigned, a committee 
appointed by the “Union Base Ball 
Club” in performance of the duty 
assigned them, would challenge 
your Club to a friendly match game 
of Base Ball on the Prairie Cricket 
grounds, Thursday, August 26, at 2 
o’clock P. M..  The game to be played 
in accordance with the established 
rules of the N. Y. B. B. Clubs.

William Jauncey, James Furney, 
Committee.

Gents:- At a meeting of the 
“Excelsior Base Ball Club” held 
Saturday evening, August 14th, your 
communications were laid before 
them and unanimously accepted.  
Hoping that an amicable feeling may 
always exist between the “Unions” 
and “Excelsiors,” we remain,

Yours truly,, John R Ford
Sec’y C. B. B. C.
To Wm. Jauncy and Jas. Furney, 

Committee on matches.
Now that is gentlemanly!  It took 

another week to iron out the details, 
and on Thursday, August 26, 1858 
the paper reported

Base Ball. – The lovers of this 
noble, charming game, will not 
forget the great match between 
the Union and Excelsior Base Ball 
Clubs, which comes off to-day 
(Thursday) at two o’clock on the 

grounds of the Prairie Cricket Club, 
near Bull’s Head.  This is the first 
match of the season, and deserves 
encouragement.  The nines comprise 
the flower of each Club, and have 
been in rigorous training for some 
time past preparatory for this 
match.

The Committee have 
made arrangements for the 
accommodation of a large concourse 
of spectators, and numerous tents 
have been erected for the benefit 
of the ladies.  The Madison street 
omnibus runs to and from the 
ground every half hour.

It sounds like a very festive 
atmosphere was anticipated and, 
after reading of the “rigorous 
training” involved I began to doubt 
whether we really did have anything 
in common with the players of that 
era.  Unfortunately however, on 
Friday, August 27, 1858 the paper 
reported:

Postponed on Account of Weather.-
The Base Ball Match which was to 
have been played yesterday between 
the Union and Excelsior Clubs was 
postponed on account of the rain.  It 
will come of on the first fair day.

The first reported “rain out” 
of a Base Ball game! It must have 
been a bad weekend as the game 
wasn’t played until the following 
Monday. As reported in the paper 
on Wednesday, September 1, 1858

Base Ball.-On Monday a base ball 

CONTINUED ON PG10
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match was played between the Union and Excelsior 
Clubs, resulting thus:  Union, 11 ; Excelsior, 17. 

The Union Base Ball Club came away on the 
losing end, but didn’t give up hope.  It only took two 
weeks to schedule the return match.  On Monday, 
September 13, 1858 the paper announced:

Ball Playing – The return match between the 
Union and Excelsior Base Ball Clubs comes off on 
Monday afternoon, 13th inst., on the Prairie Cricket 
grounds, near Bull’s Head.  The Madison street 
omnibuses run to and from the grounds every fifteen 
minutes.

It certainly didn’t have quite the build-up that the 
first match had but it seems as though the teams had 
a very spirited game, this time undeterred by the 
weather.  On Tuesday, September 14, 1858 the paper 
reported the first box score.

Base Ball Clubs.- The return match between 
the Union Base Ball Clubs was played yesterday 
afternoon, with the following result:

After the conclusion of the match the Clubs 
returned to the Union Park House to partake of a 
collation, and adjourned at the late hour, the time 
being spent in speech making, pleasant repartee, 
merry jokes, and singing.  We was glad to note the 
good feeling that was evinced by the members of each 
Club on this occasion, and trust that our citizens 
will take more interest in this truly healthful and 
entertaining game.

So, although the Union once again were bested by 
the Excelsior, it sounds as if they shrugged off the loss 
to partake of friendly pleasantries and celebration 
with their worthy opponents, and that is when I 
realized that the vintage players of today really do 
exemplify what the Base Ball players of yesterday 
demonstrated, and except for the “rigorous training” 
part (in most cases), are worthy successors to the 
trail blazers of days gone by.

CONTINUED FROM PG9



Modern vintage base ball is blessed with many 
unique and interesting playing fields. Anyone 
who has ever played on Grinder Field near Hobart, 
Indiana, has vivid memories of the Deep River flowing 
behind right and center fields, or the old sawmill in 
right center, or the Polo Grounds-like dimensions 
of left field, seemingly extending to somewhere 
in Michigan. Or the Old Methodist Campground in 
Desplaines, Illinois, where batters hope a good strike 
does not ricochet off one of the numerous trees once 
occupying the infield.

 
No doubt, there are other special places 

from the east coast to San Francisco, from 
upper Wisconsin to Florida, grounds upon 
which we trod, playing and celebrating the 
early game.

 
Yet, the two places are not only unique 

but historic, playing grounds which grew the 
game from their soil with spores drifting into 
nearby states and regions. One, of course, is 
Old Bethpage Village, New York, birthplace 
of the modern vintage game in the early 1980s. 
The second, not far behind in terms of chronology, 
is Muffin Meadow located at the Ohio History 
Experience in Columbus, Ohio.

 
Now, Muffin Meadow awaits the frost, snows, and 

frigid temperatures of an Ohio winter, as it begins 
what may be a multi-year rest. The old Ohio Village 
living history is set for renovations, work that may 
take more than one year. According to the Ohio 
Muffins Vintage Base Ball Club, it is unclear when—or 
even if—the field will once again hear bats upon balls, 
yells of spectators, the language of the old game.

 
If there is “sacred ground” in vintage base ball, 

surely Old Bethpage Village and Muffin Meadow 
share legitimate claims to the title. The provenance 
lies not in wins or losses nor attendance nor any 
obstruction to play. Instead, they share fertility, an 
ability to replicate the game and its spirit beyond 
state lines.

 

My own club, the old Rock Springs Ground 
Squirrels of Decatur, Illinois (now the Long Squirrels 
Club of Decatur and Springfield) was “born” on Muffin 
Meadow in the summer of 1992. Invited there to play 
the Muffins, the unorganized, pick-up team that 
traveled east along Interstate 70, received a thorough 
drubbing but also an exposure to and love for the 
game.

 
Returning home, the ragtag group organized a 

club, at the time the only in Illinois and the lonely 
outpost of the vintage game between 
Indiana and Colorado. This merely replicated 
a process that had already populated Ohio, 
Michigan, and Indiana with vintage clubs by 
a simple process: play the Muffins at Muffin 
Meadow, catch the “bug,” go home and start 
your own club.

 
And like many other clubs, the new 

Ground Squirrels found themselves doing 
the same as they invited pick-up squads 
to play at their home field, inspiring many 

to start their own clubs. It would be interesting 
to know the number of clubs that were born after 
playing the game for the first time on Muffin Meadow. 
And even more interesting, how many clubs were 
“grandchildren” of the Muffin Meadow experience?

 
For now, Muffin Meadow lies silent, awaiting the 

sounds of construction and renovation this spring on 
the old Ohio Village. What, if any, effect this work will 
have on its future is uncertain.

 
Hopefully, the folks in charge will realize that this 

small patch of ground with a short right field and left 
and center fields that drop off into a gentle ravine IS 
sacred ground.

 
For now, memories of Muffin Meadow fill the 

minds of those who once played upon it, little caring 
about wins and losses only about the fun and spirit of 
the game. It is the birthplace of modern vintage base 
ball in the Midwest. It is sacred ground.

BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

HISTORIAN’S CORNER
Sacred Ground
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A few of these items might 
warrant club discussions to try 
to remove them from the 19th 
century presentation, should it be a 
goal of your to present the game as 
historically accurate as you can.

Base coaches.  Peter Morris 
in “A Game Of Inches” notes in 
Chapter 7 notes that prior to 1872, 
any direction for base runners generally came 
from the “bench” area (meaning where the 
teammates were located whether there was a 
bench or not).  In 1872, rules specified that a 
base runners teammates had to be at least 15 
feet away from them. In 1874, they limited it 
to just the captains and one other player being 
allowed to be that close.  If you are representing 
years prior to 1872, I would encourage you to 
NOT use any base coaches, and give direction 
to the runners from the “bench” area.  Like 
most teams, that would be 10 other players 
shouting 10 different things.  (Smile)

Catcher trailing the batsman to first base o 
cover for a mis throw to first.  Again, from “A 
Game Of Inches”,  Morris notes that “backing 
up plays” by any position was not common 
place until the early 1870s.  The backing up 
of first base by a catcher really didn’t catch on 
(pun intended) until the 1880s when Henry 
Chadwick noted in the New York Clipper, 
December 1880, that the Chicago club had 
instances of both the pitcher and the catcher 
backing up throws to first base.  Again, if you 
are playing rules from earlier than that, you 
should try to avoid sending the catcher down to 
back up first base.

Batsman stepping out to ask for time, or 
just stepping out to gather himself. Time outs 
were not really a thing in the early years of the 
game.  Generally, it would be for a lost ball, 
or an injury that would warrant such a call 

by the umpire. While we can’t say 
there were NO instances of umpires 
granting a time out for a player in the 
early years, the umpire does NOT 
have to give a time out whenever 
asked, and it is up to the batter to 
be ready and if no time out is given, 
the pitcher has the right to pitch, no 
matter where the batter is standing, 

and the umpire can render a call on that pitch.  
So be careful as just backing out thinking you 
get a free time out call.  If the umpire doesn’t 
grant it, play on.

Pop up slide. Richard Hershberger has a 
nice article on sliding in general, and how and 
when it took form, but the modern pop up slide 
really didn’t make any newspapers until 1887 
when the New York Sun noted the “stunning 
way” Roger Conner slid into base and then 
stood up.  Again, understand what year you are 
playing and adjust accordingly.

Warm up pitches between innings.  
Evidence of pitchers taking practice pitches 
before a game, or between innings is really 
non existent until the 1870s.  Now, does that 
mean it didn’t exist before that ?  Well, we 
don’t know for sure.  This is a case where we 
can’t prove it did, or did not exist, but given 
the time of games, and the emphasis on trying 
to move the game along for other reasons, we 
can speculate they didn’t do it.  Not much of a 
sales pitch (pun intended) for NOT doing it, but 
if you want to err on the side of the most likely 
scenario, then don’t do it.

There are many other instances one could 
bring up, but for sake of time and print space, 
please take note of the ones mentioned here, 
and should you have questions about any other 
modern practices you see happening, reach out 
to the Rules committee at Rulesandcustoms@
vbba.org

Watch Out for 
“modern” practices

On Facebook, there was a good discussion on “modern” practices, making their way into the 
historical presentations we do for the 19th century game.  While these things may not be “illegal”, 

they really have no period citations to show they should be a part of our game.

CORKY GASKELL
CHAIRMAN, RULES AND 
CUSTOMS COMMITTEE
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Their responsibilities include communicating with 
the vintage ball clubs in their region and sharing 
the information of those clubs with the Board, and 
addressing concerns of their clubs.

In addition, based on their skills they may be 
part of the different Board Committees: Marketing 
Committee, Rules and Custom Committee, Regional 
Liaisons, Membership Committee, Nominating 
Committee, Judiciary Committee, Communications 
Committee, Sideline Interpreter Committee, 
Convention Committee

Understand that the VBBA’s Board has regional 
representatives. Candidates are recruited from each 
of the U.S. regions to run for Board positions. 

The following trustees are either up for re-election 
or retiring, Collin Miller, Eastern Region, 
Patrick Murphy, Western Region, and 
Dustyn Dubuque, Trustee, Northern 
Region. 

The Executive Board: President, 
Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Historian serve for one year 
terms. Currently, those candidates run 
unopposed. The current VBBA Board 
practice is to submit those five positions 
unopposed, with the option of a write in 
vote. The goal is to maintain a consistency from year 
to year in the day-to-day business of the Board. 

The VBBA By-Laws allow all officers to be 
eligible for re-election, succeeding themselves 
in their present roles for no more than three (3) 
consecutive terms, except for the Treasurer. The 
term of the Treasurer may be extended at the 
discretion of the Board. The current practice is to 
also extend the Historian and Secretary’s term at the 
discretion of the Board. 

VBBA member club members are welcome each 
year to volunteer to run for the VBBA Board. They 
may submit their application to the Nominating 
Committee for approval. The Nominating 
Committee consists of the VBBA President, a 
Trustee appointed by the President, and a

VBBA Member in Good Standing to be named by 

the President.
The business of the Board is managed under the 

direction of the Executive Board. The Executive 
Board meets monthly.

Elections are conducted annually with each full 
member club casting two votes for each

No more than two (2) members of the same club 
shall serve on the Executive Board at a time.

President chairs the monthly meetings of the 
Executive Board and the annual meetings of the 
full membership. The Board is notified of the 
monthly meetings by email or text, setting the date, 
and time, of the ZOOM meetings, and the agenda. 
The President provides leadership to the Executive 
Board and serve as liaison and spokesperson of the 

Association.
Vice President The Vice President 

shall have and perform such other 
responsibilities and duties as are 
delegated by the President.

Secretary shall take the minutes of 
the monthly meetings of the Executive 
Board, and the annual business meeting 
of the Association. The Secretary 
shall provide copies of minutes to the 
Executive Board promptly (preferably, 

within a week) after a meeting.
Treasurer shall collect and deposit all funds 

received by the Association, and pay all obligations 
of the Association as directed by the Executive 
Board. The Treasurer shall maintain a record of all 
transactions and of the Treasury and shall produce 
financial reports on behalf of the Executive Board..

Historian shares the history of baseball with the 
Board and the VBBA membership.

Committees: Rules and Customs Committee, 
Nominating Committee. Judiciary Committee, 
Communications Committee, Sideline Interpreter 
Committee.

I have shared the general information for next 
March 29, 2025 election now to encourage members 
of the VBBA dues paying clubs to consider running 
for office.

VBBA Annual Election 
Advance NoticeGARY  

SCHIAPPACASSE 
VBBA PRESIDENT

Each year the VBBA holds an annual election for its Board members. The Executive 

Board comprising of the president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and historian are 

elected annually. Three of the six trustees are elected each year for a term of two years.
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Name: 

Position: 

2025 VBBA 
Candidate 
Questions
 

Please answer each question to the best 

of your ability.  Your answers will be 

included on an election edition of the 

VBBA newsletter which will be distributed 

to member teams.  The members will use 

this document when voting for Officers 

and Trustees.  The questionnaire will be 

posted in at least 1 edition of the newsletter.  

Please answer the questions and return it to 

Quinn Naugle.  You can return it by email 

toqnogg52@gmail.com, or by US Post to: 

Quinn Naugle 1208 Mossman Ave,

Springfield  IL 62702

1. How long have you been 
involved in vintage base ball?  

2. What was your first experience with vintage 
base ball?  How long have you participated? 

3. What is your favorite vintage base ball 
experience?   What do you like best about 
vintage base ball?
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4. What talents or experiences that would 
make you an asset to the VBBA board?

5. Do you have any experience in the VBBA?  
If so what role(s) did you have?

6. Do you know the mission of the VBBA?   
What do you see the mission to be  
(The mission statement for VBBA can be found on the website under 

“About”.)

7. What do you think the VBBA needs 
to do to expand its public presence?

8. What direction would you like to see the 
VBBA move?

9. What role would you like to have in the 
future of the VBBA?

10. What committees does the board need 
to fulfill the mission of the VBBA?   
(Current committees are listed on the website under “Officers, 

Trustees and Committees”.)

11. What needs to happen to make the 
VBBA a vibrant and growing organization?  

 

2 0 2 5  V B B A  C A N D I D AT E  Q U E S T I O N S
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Veterans Board

Former VBBA President, 
VBBA Secretary, Founder of 
the Huntington Champion Hi-
lltoppers, and Black Flags BBC 
of Droverton

Former VBBA Trustee, founder 
of the Douglas Dutchers BBC

Former VBBA Secretary, Foun-
der of the Canal Fulton Mules 
VBBC in 1994

Dennis Pops 
Wiegmann

Helen The 
Wild Sicilian 
DeGeatano

Ed Molasses 
Shuman
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Join or Renew your 
membership in the VBBA 

V B B A  M E M B E R S H I P

Membership in the 
Vintage Base Ball 

Association is open and 
available to clubs as well 

as to individuals who 
would like to support 

the organization. 
Memberships are vital 

to the organization’s 
success.

	
• FULL MEMBER CLUBS  

$75/year or $125/two years*:  
full-fledged vintage club nines who play 

at least six games a year.
	

• ASSOCIATE CLUBS  
$50/year*:  

vintage clubs who play less than six 
games/year

	
• INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP  

$20/year*:  
individual ballists, civilian interpreters

Base Ball Player’s  
Chronicle newsletter

Invitation to National Convention

VBBA Directory Listing

Voting Rights (2 votes)

General Liability Insurance
The VBBA is covered whenever a local 
team plays. If, for example, a spectator 
gets hit by a stray ball and sues, the 
policy will respond to cover the natio-
nal organization. If the local team has 
no money, but is recognized as a VBBA 
member club then litigant will go to 
where the money is, the VBBA. 

***VBBA member clubs must contact 
the VBBA for VBBA certificates of in-
surance as required by specific venues 
and dates ***

Full
Member 

Clubs

Associate 
Member

Clubs
Individual

Membership
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Cooperstown Bat Company

Since 1981, Cooperstown Bat Company has 
specialized in game bats for play, custom 
personalized engravings and autographed 
bats.
Their pro model bats are available for players 
of all levels from the beginner through to 
the Major Leagues. Cooperstown bat is being 
used in several MLB organizations, American 
Legion, Babe Ruth, travel team, and high 
school players.
Cooperstown Bat Company also makes 
various vintage base ball bats, including 
acorn, knobless, bottle bat and split grip 
(double knob). You can see their bats being 
turned at the company’s factory location in 
Hartwick, just 15 minutes from Cooperstown.
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit cooperstownbat.com for more 
information.

 
James Country Mercantile
James Country Mercantile started life in 1985 
as James Country Muzzleloading, right in the 
heart of the area which bred and nurtured 
Frank and Jesse James.
James Country Mercantile is now one of the 
largest sutleries in existence, offering a full 
line of historically accurate goods, custom 
sewing, research, consultation, and associated 
services. Don’t forget when ordering to use 
your VBBA Member Code vbba1996 to get 
your 15% discount. Visit jamescountry.com 
for more information.

 
K&P Weaver
Since 1994, K & P Weaver, LLC features 
reproductions of historic vintage base ball 
uniforms of the 19th Century and early-20th 
Century, equipment and more.
K & P uniforms, clothing and accessories can 
be found across the ballfields of America to 

historical landmarks and museums such as the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame, Smithsonian 
Institution, MLB All-Star FanFest, and 
they’ve been seen in the HBO Documentaries 
“The Curse of the Bambino,” “Hitler’s Pawn,” 
and films such as “Dummy Hoy” and “Cop 
Out.”
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 10% 
discount due to rising material costs for the 
purchase of team shirts, and knickers and 
trousers.
Visit baseballamericaspastime.com for more 
information.

 Stockbridge Sewing Works
Stockbridge Sewing Works has all of your 
19th century needs for hats and other sewing 
projects.
Contact Norma Hildebrand to discuss hats, 
banners, and any other items she may be able 
to make for you. No head to big or too small. 
Fit and quality guaranteed. Hand crafted one 
at a time in the USA.
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit stockbridgesewingworks.com 
for more information.
 

Phoenix Bat Company
Since 1996, Phoenix Bat Co. has been 
crafting wood bats outside of Columbus, 
Ohio. Phoenix Bats starts by purchasing only 
pro-grade wood to deliver a quality bat to you 
and pros alike. Their bats are only made from 
American top-grade woods like rock maple, 
yellow birch and northern white ash. History 
and Background of Phoenix Bat Co.
Founder and former owner Lefty Trudeau 
started playing 19th Century baseball for the 
Ohio Historical Society in 1991. In 1996, he 
was restoring old houses for a living and had a 
small wood shop.
“The Historical Society knew my shop 
included an old lathe and they asked if I could 
make some bats typical of the 1860s,” Trudeau 
recalled. “I agreed. Little did I expect how 
much I would have to learn or how much fun 
I would have. Not only did my team like the 
bats but the teams we were playing started 
asking me to make bats for them as well.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit phoenixbats.com/vintage-bats 
for more information.

 

19th Century Base Ball
If you want to get the ball that started it 
all, then you want 19th Century Base Ball. 
Call Eric Miklich at 631-796-5200 or e-mail 
info@19cbaseball.com.
Said Ron Swoboda, star of the 1969 New York 
Mets, 19cBaseball.com is “truly a one-of-a-
kind resource for in-depth information related 
to the history of our great sport. I encourage 
all baseball enthusiasts to visit the site to 
learn more about how the game really began.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit 19cBaseball.com for more 
information.
 

USA Smacker Bats
USA Smacker Bats makes all its bats by hand, 
not by machine.
“If a vintage ballist wants to be true to the 
time period of play, we are the company to 
use,” proprietor Brian Carter says.
Smacker Bats are handmade by craftsmen 
(including Carter) behind a lathe ... shaping, 
sanding, staining/ painting and striping the 
bats just like the originals back in the 1800s.
With a quick turnaround between 1-2 
weeks, these bats are all American, with all 
American tools and materials.
“We believe in quality of quantity,” Carter 
says. Their pricing is competitive as well.
“We love the history of the base ball bat, 
which bleeds into our passion for making 
them. We are obsessed with base ball bats.” 
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA 
Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount.
Contact Brian Carter at smacker@comcast.
net or visit smackerbats.com/vintage.

VBBA vendor spotlight


