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The summer season of vintage
base ball events are in full swing.
So far there has been the World
Tournament at Greenfield Village,
National Silver Ball Tournament in
New York, 2024 Portage Vintage
Base Ball Festival in. Michigan,
Gettysburg National 19th Century
Base Ball Festival in Pennsylvania,
Doc Adams Old Time Base Ball
Festival at Beth Page Village
Restoration in New York, Rocky
Point Historic Base Ball Festival

in Warwick, Rhode Island, Second
Annual Congress of Ballist Festival
in Colorado, and Bay Area Vintage
Base Ball’s Sunset Kickoff Party.

VINTAGE BASE BALL
ASSOCIATION

Upcoming Series include the
Ohio Cup, Tennessee Association
of Vintage Base Ball’s season
ending playoffs, and the John
P. Martin All Star Series,
Connecticut.

I even found time to join the

Chicago Salmon as both a catcher
and umpire over the last few
weeks.

The Arizona Vintage Base Ball
League has added a second ladies
club and is working on their 2024-
2025 schedule. Historic Warren
Ballpark in Bisbee, Arizona is
getting their infield regraded. The
Florida clubs have already begun
recruiting for their upcoming
season starting in October.

The point of all this information
is to demonstrate that vintage base
ball is alive and well. It has come
out of COVID with the loss of a
few clubs and continued on.

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME!
GARY THE PROFESSOR SCHIAPPACASSE VBBA PRESIDENT
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=l Adalaat— VBBA Executive

board and trustees

REMEMBER AS YOUR CLUB PLANS FOR THE

FUTURE THAT THE VBBA IN ADDITION TO LIA- IXEXIEEEXEEXEXEEXTREEID
BILITY INSURANCE, OFFERS ITS MEMBER BALL

CLUBS UP TO A 15% DISCOUNT ON SEVEN VEN- Gary Schiappacasse
DOR'S PRODUCTS. THE MERCHANT CODE FOR PRESIDENT

VBBA MEMBERS IS VBBA1996. THEY INCLUDE: Chris Fusciardi

VICE PRESIDENT

15% Discount
Phoenix Bats:
www.phoenixbats.com

Quinn Naugle
SECRETARY

John Freyer

TREASURER
Stockbridge Sewing Works:
www.stockbridgesewingworks.com Bob Sampson
HISTORIAN
b KﬁPI|Wea\(er, LLC%. Ed Shuman
WWW.Dasepballamericaspastime.com TRUSTEE
19;:bt.‘:|sebkojallllz Dustyn Dubuque
www.19cbaseball.com TRUSTEE

James Country Mercantile: Collin Miller

WWW.jamescountry.com TRUSTEE
Bill Pollifrone
Smacker Bats: TRUSTEE
www.smackerbats.com
Tony Wicker
Cooperstown Bats: TRUSTEE

Www.cooperstown bat.com

Patrick Murphy
TRUSTEE

James Country Mercantile:
WWWw.jamescountry.com

10% Discount
K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

GET CONNECTED WITH THE VBBA i as;m.{_’

www.vbba.org - SRR L, L
_ www.facebook.com/ THE BASE BALL
vintagebaseballassociation BLAYER'S CHRONICLE
LAYOUT BY
twitter.com/VBBA19C KIDGARCIA.COM

www.instagram.com/
Vintage_Base_Ball_Assoc

VBBA Town Hall Facebook
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The VBBA Does
Social Media

2000

GARY THE PROFESSOR SCHIAPPACASSE
VBBA PRESIDENT

The VBBA started with its website
www.vbba.org. It also includes two
Facebook pages: VBBA Town Hall,
open to all closed group members
to share their vintage base ball
events, and VBBA — Vintage Base
Ball Association, meant to focus on
vintage base ball rules, and issues.

In addition, there is the VBBA
Instagram and “X” page. The
VBBA Instagram page’s focus is on
upcoming vintage base ball events.
“X” shares the headlines to current

4 | THE BASE BALL PLAYER'S CHRONICLE

vintage base ball stories of the
VBBA.

The VBBA YouTube page
shares recordings of most VBBA
conference presenters from 2014 to
2024. Find links to it at the VBBA
Home Page “video” link and at the
VBBA YouTube site.

Finally, we have also added the
VBBA Today podcast.

In the near future, the VBBA will
add the VBBA app.



VBBA Town Hall

B Frivate group 476 mambors

Fal VPR DI PP sWBD P

VINTAGE BASE BALL

VBBA TOWN HALL MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS

VBBA Town Hall is a closed group Facebook page, meant to be a site for sharing to ongoing activities of the vintage base ball community.

Members are admitted once they have met the pages standards. Once accepted members of the VBBA Town Hall can post their club notices.

QUESTION 1. QUESTION 2. QUESTION 3.
Which VBBA member club Do you identify mostly as a player / How long have you been a
are you affiliated with? administrator / fan, and what set of rules do part of the vintage base ball community?

you generally play under (e.g., 1859, 1864,
1872, 1937)?

WRITE YOUR ANSWER.. WRITE YOUR ANSWER.. WRITE YOUR ANSWER...

VBBA TOWN HALL CLOSED GROUP RULES

ASK PEOPLE TO AGREE TO GROUP RULES.

1. Be Kind and Courteous 2. No Modern Political Discussion 3. No Hate Speech or Bullying

We're all in this together to create a Playful mentions of the politics of the Make sure everyone feels safe. Bullying

welcoming environment. Let's treat time period you're representing when of any kind isn't allowed, and degrading

everyone with respect. Healthy debates you play ball is okay, but modern politics =~ comments about things like race, religion,

are natural, but kindness is required. tends to be divisive when discussed culture, sexual orientation, gender or
online.Therefore, it is not permitted. identity will not be tolerated.

THE BASE BALL PLAYER'S CHRONICLE | 5
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There are over 200 vintage base ball teams across
the country, Find one in yous srea.

Sign the Petition

Support Doc Adsms for thve National Baseball Hall
of Fame, and read about The Abne: Doubleday

Myth

Huin the Priends of Warsen Halinari

Binhes Arssona's historie ball

Get Involved

Starting a team, or just looking to become a past of
the game? Here's how to get involved

About the Game

We play by the rules and custams of base ballas it
was played in its [ormative yeats

Warren Ballpark Built 1909
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Getting It Right

BOB SAMPSON
VBBA HISTORIAN

At the time this is being tapped into
a keyboard, the fate of Daniel Lucius
Adams’ campaign for admission to the
Base Ball Hall of Fame is unknown. A
number of good folks—in and out of the
VBBA—are taking the lead, working
to get him on the ballot for potential
admission.

This is a moment when baseball and
“history” intersect. By “history” I mean
the accurate, research-based exploration of
the past, one with little room for “legend”
and private agendas. We know, thanks
to books like John Thorn’s “Baseball in
the Garden of Eden,” just how inaccurate
much of the game’s history is and how it
was used for personal agendas.

For example, Albert Goodwell Spalding
Jr’s role in the Doubleday myth. As |
used to tell my students, Spalding is one
of those people who the more you learn
about, the less you like. In the Doubleday
myth, thanks to Thorn’s work, we find a
clear case where baseball history became
social history (which it is) but for bad
reasons. Spalding wanted two things—
an American origin for the game and
a way to glorify a religious cult, then
scandalized, with which he and his wife
were active. Presto! Pick an American
hero—Doubleday—conveniently dead and
unable to deny anything, who at one time
was head of the cult. To get the full story,
look at Thorn’s book.

Just as historians are constantly
researching well-trodden paths in
American history, looking at once-
overlooked sources and context, and
producing sometimes unsettling
conclusions, the same standards should be
applied to baseball.

Adams, while not the “father” of
the game, has a convincing case as an
essential founder—someone without

whom the game might have evolved

in different directions, even different
rules, and practices. Digging around in
antebellum New York City, its ball clubs,
and the National Association of Base Ball
Players, Adams crops up repeatedly at key
moments. He deserves induction.

In a larger sense, the discovery of
Adams’ role and importance in the
early game provides an example of solid
research by people interested in fact not
legend. Recently, I made a case before an
academic conference that baseball history
should be recognized and respected
as a branch of social history. Decades
ago, baseball history was the bailiwick
of sportswriters, many looking for an
attractive story rather than the truth, with
titles resembling “My Greatest Days
in Baseball.”” About three decades ago,
academic historians AND non-academics
using academic research standards
followed Dorothy and Harold Seymour
into the field.

The key is to take the game off the
diamond and into the context of its time,
how it interacted with and reflected its era.
The late Jules Tygiel was one such pioneer
with his work on Jackie Robinson. Steve
Gietschier’s new book, “Baseball: The
Turbulent Mid-Century Years,” is another
example.

While the stories of Babe Ruth, Mickey
Mantle, Ty Cobb, and others are important
and colorful, placing them in the context of
their times leads to understanding of their
actions, acceptance, and challenges.

The selection of Adams for the Hall of
Fame ballot and election to Cooperstown
would send a clear message that a new
perspective—critical, inclusive, important,
and interesting—has entered the process
and, in doing so, started to correct the
errors of Spalding and others.

THE BASE BALL PLAYER'S CHRONICLE | 9
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Ball Club

MARK HERMAN
OREGON GANYMEDES

This year, the Oregon Ganymedes
Vintage Base Ball Club are celebrating
their

20th season of playing the sport of
vintage base ball. This all-volunteer
educational

outreach program of Oregon, Illinois’
Chana School Musenm has been playing
1858 to 1867 vintage rules base ball
games for the public since 2005.

The club is made up of players from
all occupations that have ties to the
small town of Oregon (population 3,600)
located about 100 miles west of Chicago.
Club members range in age from twenty
to seventy. Over 80% of the current team
graduated from Oregon High School
and all have learned to master the bare-
handed skills and rules differences
needed to play vintage ball. Well over
a hundred players have put on the gray
and red Ganymedes’ uniform since the

e

club was started twenty years ago.

“We play baseball the way it was
meant to be played to educate and
entertain our guests,” said Ganymedes
Captain, Mark Herman. “It was a game
designed for exercise and plenty of
exciting action for both the players and
spectators...the rules of baseball have
changed and evolved over the years from
when it first started in the mid-1800’s”,
Herman said.

The Ganymedes are ambassadors for
the City of Oregon when they host teams
at Oregon Park East and as they travel
throughout the Midwest and beyond
playing at historic towns, museums and
festivals. The Oregon team has developed
a reputation as one of the better vintage
base ball clubs in the Midwest.

To date, the club has played over 250
games against fifty different vintage base
ball clubs from eight states. Their home

games are played Saturday or Sunday
afternoons from May until August on

the open grass field next to the Chana
School Museum at Oregon Park East.
The games are free and spectators should
bring their own chairs or blankets to
watch the games from under the shade
trees at the park.

To mark the club’s 20th anniversary
season, the Oregon Park District added
a permanent scoreboard to the open
unimproved field at Oregon Park East
where the Ganymedes have played all
their home games since they began 20
years ago. The field has been named
“Iron Chest Field — Home of the
Ganymedes” to recognize the Oregon
Ganymedes Base Ball Club’s founder and
Captain, Mark “Iron Chest” Herman.

Local artist and sign painter, John
Barnhart designed and hand-lettered
the new scoreboard in the style of the



mid-1800° using colors and fonts that
were popular of the times. The score
board is complete with small numbers
to hang on nails to show the runs after
each inning of play. “John made us one
of the most beautiful and historically
unique vintage base ball score boards
in the country”, Herman said. “The
team is excited to finally get a proper
scoreboard for our beloved home field”.
During this year’s upcoming 2024
season, the club will have four home
doubleheaders at Iron Chest Field
as well as nearby away games in the
equally small towns of Creston, Grand
Detour and Malta. The Ganymedes
have also been invited to the 14-team
Portage Vintage Base Ball Festival
near Kalamazoo, Michigan in June as
well as the Gettysburg 19th Century
Historic Base Ball Festival in July. The
Gettysburg tournament will feature

thirty clubs from fifteen states held

on a farm adjacent to the Gettysburg
National Military Park in Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. “ The Ganymedes are
excited to finally get a chance to play
at the Gettysburg tournament and see
how we do against some quality Ease
Coast clubs”, Herman said.

The Ganymedes will once again
represent the state of Illinois at the
World Tournament of Historic Base
Ball 1867 rules event at The Henry
Ford Museum of American Innovation
Greenfield Village in Dearborn,
Michigan in mid-August. This will
mark the ninth time that the Oregon
club has been invited to this prestigious
12-team tournament that features the
best vintage base ball clubs from five
states. This is an extremely competitive
event that attracts thousands of
spectators and is the highlight of the

VINTAGE BASE BALL
ASSDCIATION

club’s season.

So, what is a Ganymede? The name
Ganymede was first linked to the City
of Oregon when the famous journalist
Margaret Fuller visited Oregon in
1843. During the city’s 4th of July
celebration, she observed an eagle
drinking from a spring on the bank
of the Rock River and authored the
poem “Ganymede to His Eagle” which
was published nationally. According
to Greek mythology, Ganymede was
a youth that was carried off by an
eagle to Mt. Olympus to become the
cup bearer to the gods. As a result of
her poem, Ganymede Spring and the
City of Oregon soon became tourist
attractions.

To learn more about the
Ganymedes visit the Oregon
Ganymedes Vintage Base Ball Club
Facebook page.
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What do farmer’s markets and
craft fairs have to do with vintage
base ball? Plenty, it turns out, at
least for the newest lllinois club, the
Champaign Clippers.

Back in the fall of 2022, Doug
Burgett and Jed Willard, who had
finished a partial season with
another club, decided to launch a
new team in the Champaign-Urbana
area. This was not the first effort
in and around the twin cities, the
center of a metropolitan area of
236,514 people, according to the US
Census Bureau.

For about twenty years, various
plans to form a vintage club in
the area have risen only to expire
before a ball was ever pitched. The
two communities, home to the
University of lllinois main campus
and countless tech and info-related
firms and surrounded by thriving
bedroom communities, seemed
the ideal place for our game to take
root. But between competition from
Big 10 sports and thriving arts and
entertainment, gaining attention
is a challenge. And attention—
visibility—is a key to attracting
players and supporters.

“It was Doug’s idea,” says Jed
Willard, “being a new club we were
looking for ways to get the word
out.” But the timing seemed poor.
By late fall, many outdoor events,
such as traditional farmer’s markets
featuring fresh produce, have
folded their tents.

“We were desperate to get
recognition,” Burgett explained,
“and we realized there were indoor
markets during the holiday season
in November and December. It
turned out to be an incredible
experience.”

Sitting up a table at the Urbana
Winter Market surrounded by crafts
dealers and “the button man,” the
two stood for four hours, at first
wondering if anyone would stop
and talk. Wearing the prospective
team’s uniform, the pair soon
found people stopping and asking
questions.

“People wanted to know why
we were there,” Burgett says.
“Some had questions about vintage
base ball. Others just wanted to
talk about baseball in general,
sometimes sharing their own
memories.”

After going back to the event in
2023, the pair had four pages filled
with names of people who either
wanted to play or learn more about
the game or receive updates on the
team’s progress.

“Over the course of both years

combined we’ve received around
forty direct sign-ups (close to four
pages of names) for some sort of
contact for the club, including
players, fans, and others, via just
the Winter Market, getting about 20
names each year,” Williard explains.

“Our total list now has right at 70
player and/or umpire contacts and
another 20 contacts for fans. Nearly
half of those contacts came from the
efforts at the winter markets. The
other half were contacts we already
had or came from people who found
us via social media efforts, our
website, and other efforts.”

Attention began to be paid.
WILL, the local public radio and
television outlet, did a radio
interview with them. Word started
to spread on social media.

“A community site, ( https://
www.chambanamoms.com/),

is a wildly popular social
platform in our community. It gets
information in front of people,
especially family-friendly events,”
Willard explained. “We were getting
seen in the community.”

Among those expressing interest
at the 2022 Urbana Winter Market
(the followed up with another
appearance at the 2023 event) were
city council members and business
owners

“We found that during the
off-season, the Hot Stove League,
people just want to talk about
baseball. We gave them their
chance,” Willard says.

Through that first market, the
club found an umpire—a difficult
post for new clubs to fill.

“He’d umpire youth league
sports and got tired of the
controversy but wanted to try
vintage base ball after we explained
what the game was about,” he
added.

Both market appearances
resulted in a contact list of about 70
people. About 20 of these turn out
for the club’s home game in a local
park. The list is divided into players,
who get regular communications
about practices and games and
another category for supporters,
who get fewer posts but are
updated on team activities.

The club also makes use of social
media, Facebook, and Instagram,
and makes small advertising
investments on each to reach
potential supporters.

Using James Tootle’s book
on vintage base ball as one of its
guidelines, the Clippers club has
steadily built itself up, its roster
approaching 20 players and a
gradual increase in games. Both
men emphasized they are focusing
on sustainability and a democratic
organizational structure.

So, what are the ways a fledgling
club can overcome a community’s
seeming indifference to the game?
Maybe a table in an indoor winter
market isn't a bad place to start.

From left to right: Doug
“Boomerang” Burgett, Santa,
Kyle “Dutch” Sturm (back), Jed
“Jester” Willard (front)




HIAD LH ARTH H\ M REGT

EADIP DOUBLIDAY.

Drive

BY BRUCEALLARDICE
HEAD OF “CIVIL WAR
BASEBALL" SABR

SUBCOMMITTEE

a bat-ball game,
but with no base
running or scoring.
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David Block’s seminal Baseball
Before We Knew It discusses this
bat-ball game.

In 1862, during the Civil War,
L. N. Rosenthal, an artist from
Philadelphia, created an engraving
of a Union Army encampment
named Camp Doubleday [near
Washington D.C.]. The illustration
depicts the headquarters of the
Seventy-sixth Regiment of New
York State Volunteers, who had
named their camp after their highly
respected commanding officer,
General Abner Doubleday.

In the engraving, two men in
the midst of the parade ground are
shown to be playing an unusual
game. Using baseball bats, they
appear to be hitting a ball back and
forth in a manner similar to tennis.
None of the other soldiers in the
scene are involved in the game,
which would tend to rule out the
well-known two-batter informal
“scrub” game known as two-old-cat.

In all likelihood, the two men
were engaged in an obscure pastime
called drive ball. As described in
The Boy’s Book of Sports, published
in 1835, the game consisted of two
players facing each other with bats,
who took turns striking a ball back



and forth.

Each player hit the ball from the spot
where he retrieved it, with the objective
being to advance ground on the opponent.
This could be done by preventing a batted
ball from getting too far behind you, or,
when it was your turn, by driving the ball
as far as possible beyond the other player.
According to The Boy’s Book of Sports,
“the space of ground passed over will
readily show who is the victor.”

... If not for Abner Doubleday’s
association, we would pay this little
heed, but it is a matter of curiosity, if not
amusement, to place baseball’s legendary
noninventor in such close proximity to a
game involving bat and ball. 1

Another description of drive ball is in the
memoirs of a New Hampshire man born in
1831.2

‘Drive Ball’ is a game for two players
only, who are placed each with a bat, at
some distance from, and facing each other.
The ball is then knocked back and forth,
from one to the other, each endeavoring to
drive it as far as possible, where it must be
picked up and knocked back to the other
player, who is at liberty to advance as
near as he pleases. If he advance too near,
however, his opponent will be likely, with
a vigorous stroke, to force him to retreat
again. The space of ground passed over
will readily show which is the victor.

A third description of the game shows
drive ball did NOT involve running bases,
or anything like scoring runs, and thus
differed greatly from baseball: 3

Then there was a lively game called
“drive ball,” in which, after “tossing up”
to see who should have the first strike, two
companies separated, leaving a space of six
or eight rods between them; then the ball
was knocked from one side to the other,

the object of each party being to drive
their opponents farther and farther from
the starting point. From whatever place
the ball was caught it was knocked back
with the bat and at this place the catching
party had to rally for their new stand. Each
side strove to catch the ball before its force
was spent and to knock it as far as possible
beyond the position of the other side.

It appears the game could be played one-
on-one, or by a small team.

There are several other 19th Century
mentions of drive ball.

An old “fogy” recalled playing drive

ball and wicket as a youth. See the New
London (CT) Daily, Feb 24, 1857. Another
in the Waterbury (CT) Democrat, July

11, 1908 recalls that 60 years ago “the
three or four clerks from the three or four
stores enjoying a game of drive ball on the
green.” See also the Waterbury Democrat,
May 19, 1891.

In 1821 in Stockbridge, Massachusetts,
several students “found a great deal of time
for out-door sports, and this was divided
between base-ball, driveball, one, two, and
three hole-cat, hop-scotch, and marbles.”
An 1839 children’s book gives a description
of a (fictional) game of drive which is much
like the descriptions above. 4

An 1849 book of sports contains a
section called “Playing Ball,” which
includes “drive ball” among the six most
common bat-ball games: “There are a
great number of games played with balls,
of which base-ball, trap ball, cricket, up-
ball, catch ball and drive ball are most
common.” 5

From this evidence we can conclude that
drive ball existed as early as 1821, and that
the game was centered in the northeast
United States. One might infer that this
game was “won” when one player hit the
ball past, or drove his opponent past, some
agreed end-line. It differed from other
fungo-like games in that the other games
usually featured one batter (not two), with
that batter being replaced by a fielder when
the fielder made a certain number (or type)
of catches. 6

How closely does this game relate to
baseball? Well, it appears to be American,
and it involves hitting a ball with a bat,
the ball to be caught be fielders. It can be
played by a team, though individual play
seems to be more common.

But beyond that, there isn’t much
resemblance. There’s no pitching; it’s more
of a fungo-like game. There are no bases,
let alone base-running. There are no foul
lines, no umpire, no written rules, no
batter’s box, no balls or strikes, no outs, no
innings.

It predates New York rules baseball,
but doesn’t seem to have left its mark ON
baseball. But perhaps some youngsters,
playing drive ball, honed some batting
skills that served them well when baseball
came along.

One other thing we know about drive
ball: if it was played today, Aaron Judge
would be one of its star players!
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Aaron Judge.
Drive Ball Star?

1. David Block, Baseball Before We
Knew It (U. of Nebraska Press, 2005),
pp. 48, 198.

2.F.B. Sanborn, New Hampshire
Biography and Autobiography
(Private Printing, Concord, NH, 1905),
p.13.

3.“Recollections of a Man of Fifty,” in
Smalley’s Magazine (1891, vol. 9, issue
8),p. 10.

4.F. A.P.Barnard (1809-89), in his
“How | was Educated” (The Forum,
1886), p. 223. Jacob Abbott, Calebin
Town (1839), p. 122.

5.Babcock’s Juvenile Pastimes; or
Girls’ and Boys’ Book of Sports (New
Haven, S. Babcock, 1849), summarized
in Block, p. 212.

For a description of a later game also
called “drive ball,” see “Games we
used to play,” New York Sun, Oct. 14,
1900. Here, the ball is hit with the
hand, not a bat—in common with the
1500s fungo-like game of Balloon Ball.
Itappears this game was an 1890s
invention. See the Salem (OR) Daily
Capital Chronicle, May 11, 1896.

6.See Protoball’s “Glossary of
Games” at https://protoball.org/
Fungo(FamilyofGames) for the many
other fungo-style bat-ball games.



The 19th
Century
Base Ball

We have learned that base ball, the game, goes back
way before the 1800s.

We have learned that there were various forms of base
ball, the game (New York, Massachusetts, town ball, etc.)

We have learned that people were credited with
“inventing” base ball, the game, when in reality, that
turned out to be a myth.

We have learned that people have been credited with
doing things in getting base ball, the game, started, that
later, were found out to be false.

We have learned that a club we thought was the first
organized club in baseball, the game, might not have been
the first.

Base ball, the equipment, while it is listed as a
secondary definition, was needed for all those people
) smarter than me, to have something to write about.

CORKY GASKELL For this article, I choose to write about that piece
CHAIRMAN, RULES AND of equipment called the baseball in hopes of sparking
CUSTOMS COMMITTEE interest in learning more about how it impacted the game.

My interest in the ball started during my research about
the game. As I was searching for articles to help me
understand how the game was played, I came across an
article that mentioned Daniel Lucius "Doc” Adams, and

Base ball, the game.

3 as [ dug into him a bit, I found that he was one of the first
Base ball the plece people to make base balls in the mid-19th century. When
of equipment used people gathered to play but were without a ball, he found
a way to make one for them to keep the game alive. When
to play the game. he searched high and low to find someone to help him
make them, and found a Scottish saddler to help with how
The fOl‘mel' has to make a cover for the ball. Without “Doc” doing what
b . t t b t he did, some clubs may not have had a proper ball to even
ccn written apou play.
] I 'was in the process of learning how to make a 19th
and Studled by century base ball to help my vintage club show a bit more
historical accuracy on the field, but as I dug in to Doc,
many people’ mHCh I found myself wanting to learn more about the process
smarter than me. used to make those base balls in the 19th century.

Pioneer ball makers like John Van Horn and Harvey
Ross were able to supply the clubs of the late 1850s and
early 1860s but as the number of clubs grew, so did the
need for more ball makers.

The more research I did, the more I realized that the
process of making a base ball was not something that
was discussed much in print. I found bits and pieces here
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and there, and with the help of a few
SABR friends, I pieced together
enough to give me a pretty good idea

of the process.
The author, making vintage
baseballs

First, I would need to acquire an
India Rubber tree. Well, that wasn’t
going to happen, but I did find some
good deals on rubber bands that
would have to suit my need. In the
early days, the proper way to make
the core was to get rubber from a
tree, much like people today would
get sap from a maple tree to make
syrup. The rubber would harden into
a “blob” and they would use sharp
blades to cut it into strips, and wrap
them to form a rubber ball core.

I discovered a couple articles in
my research that showed just how
creative they could get when making
a base ball when rubber was not
readily available.

One, in the 1884 Brooklyn Daily
Eagle, an article talked about clubs

Ball-making materials, from author’s collection

near the great lakes using the eyeball
of a large sturgeon fish as the rubber
core. I personally have not tried this,
but I will just take their word for it.

Another article references the use
of cut up strips of leather from an old
pair of rubber boots or shoes, so you
can see when the need for a base ball
arose, the instincts of the ball player
was to sacrifice as needed (pun
intended) to make that ball.

Once I had the rubber ball core
made, I needed to find the best blue
woolen yarn to wrap around it. Well,
as it turns out, this best blue woolen
yarn was only used on the top of the
line base balls, and other balls were
made with just any yarn or string
you might find. I found that making
a ball with all woolen yarn of any
color made the ball a bit too heavy
for the specs provided in the Beadles
Dime Guides of the day. I found
using a less historical synthetic yarn
for the first two winds, and then the
good woolen yarn for the final wrap
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produced a ball that not only carried
well but felt good on the hands
during play.

Once the ball was wrapped with
yarn, it then needed a cover. My
research indicated that the most
common leather used was sheepskin. |
didn’t find any reference to horse hide
until later in the 19th century. The
first few base balls I wrapped with
sheepskin looked good, but that cover
did not hold up well for game play.
The skin was pretty thin. The sheep of
the 19th century must have been much
tougher than the sheep of the 21st
century. There was eventually a use of
cowhide, and I found in my personal
ball making experience, it was the right
choice, as the ball held up well, through
multiple games if needed.

As I researched the cover, I also
found that even though the “four petal”
or “star pattern” shaped cover was the
most popular, there were other shapes
used to make the ball. I surmised that
they needed a way to use up smaller
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pieces, or scraps, and not let them go to
waste. The belt ball was one pattern that
allowed to use smaller pieces. It is not easy
to make, but once you learn how, you can
lower the amount of leather you end up
scrapping.

I wasn’t able to find any good articles
on the material used to stitch up the ball. I
found references to twine and string and
from viewing pictures of older base balls,

I can see that choosing the wrong material
would lead to a ball falling apart much
quicker than one might care. When I see
pictures of 19th century base balls that held
together nicely, for example some at the
baseball hall of fame, I often wonder what
they used to stitch those base balls with. In
my personal base ball making, I have found
using a waxed sinew not only gives a good
look, but it holds up even better than the
leather itself.

Once [ was able to piece together enough
info to help me with the base ball making
process, I needed to figure out the right size
and weight. The Beadles Dime Guides of
the day provided me with the proper spec
for each year, and I was able to make a nice
table of the specs as they changed over
time. I was also able to find old newspaper
accounts to get the specs prior to 1860, the
first year of the Beadles Guide.

Here is a quick table that shows how
the base ball changed size and weight over
time from the early 1850’s through 1872.

The size and weight of the base ball
has not changed since 1872. The modern
baseball played with today has those same
specs as 1872. The only changes made
were the use of machinery that made the
ball much harder than a hand-made ball.

The manufacturers of base balls also
grew over time. As I mentioned before,
Van Horn and Ross were two of the first
to make a go of it, and soon after, as the
number of teams grew, more and more
people got in on it.

Edward Horsman out of Philadelphia,
Harrison Harwood out of Massachusetts,
Andrew Peck and Irving Snyder, John
Whiting and George Ellard were a few
that jumped in during the 1860s and
early 1870s. A bit later, Louis Mahn,

Al Spalding and Al Reach jumped in, the
latter, while working with Ben Shibe was
one of the first to bring on equipment to
help the process along.

Louis Mahn, who had the official ball
of the American Association in 1882,
also tried a new style in 1878, when he
introduced a “double cover” ball. He
made a ball with cover a bit smaller than

regulation, then added a second cover, to
help reduce the amount of balls that would
be lost due to a cover breaking or falling
off. That didn’t catch on, so to speak, but
he was willing to try.

There is debate on who, and when, the
modern figure eight shaped cover came to
be. Some would argue Harwood and Sons
developed it in the late 1850s, and others
might argue it came a bit later. However,
that style of ball didn’t catch on until later
in the 1860s. Do we know why for sure
that it took that long? Well, I don’t know
for sure, but in my trials and tribulations
of making a figure eight ball, I think I have
a pretty good idea why. When making a
ball using the figure eight patterns, it takes
two patterns to make the ball. Both of
those patterns have to be perfectly alike
in order to line up the holes and have the
ball stitched without pockets forming. I
have found cutting two of those patterns
by hand, does not allow for much luck
in getting everything to line up. My
theory has been until someone invented a
punch pattern to cut the leather, the making
of a hand made ball using the figure eight
patterns was not a successful venture.
Again, that is just my conjecture. Evidence
may turn up later to lend credence to
another reason.

With the single piece of leather pattern,
it is much easier to stitch up the ball when

The author, making vintage
baseballs
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the pattern is not cut perfectly. While there
may still be a pocket that creeps in, it is
much less likely, at least in my experience
of making them.

I mentioned earlier the size and weight
restrictions on the base ball, but in the
process of making the ball, there was no
restriction on how much rubber, or how
much yarn to use. In 1871, they restricted
the weight of the rubber to just 1 ounce,
and then in 1872, that one ounce had to
be vulcanized (heated and formed into
a solid ball). That was an attempt to
standardize the ball so all clubs played with
the same style of ball. Prior to that, some
clubs preferred a deader ball, while some
preferred a livelier ball, so challenging
clubs that were to provide the ball had a
bit of an advantage. The Cincinnati Red
Stockings were one case, where George
Ellard, their ball maker, made their base
balls a bit less lively since they were known
for lighter hitting and great defensive play.
They didn’t want the big hitters from other
clubs knocking the ball over the outfielders’
heads.

There are “vintage base ball clubs” that
play, or make an attempt to play, by the
rules of various years of the 19th century.
Some do a really good job portraying the
game as it was played, while others, not so
much. But they all need a base ball to get
the game going.

I started making 19th century base balls
for my home club that would play by the
rules of 1860. Over time, other clubs have
inquired about them and now purchase
them from me, as I can make a ball from
any year represented in the chart I showed
earlier. Ihave also taught many others how
to make them, to lighten the load on my
hands. I enjoy teaching people as it gives
them the chance to have a more historical
look in their games, and also, a show and
tell item to talk about with their spectators.

If anyone would like to see my
presentation on the making of a 19th
century base ball, from the presentation
I gave that the FRED SABR conference
in Cooperstown back in 2019, I would be
happy to share that with you. Or, if you
want to learn more about how to make a
base ball, or want to try making one on
your own, you can reach out and I can
direct you to the YOU TUBE videos I have,
or walk you through the process via ZOOM
or other online presentation means.

I can be reached at
cc.gaskell@gmail.com
for more information.
Corky Gaskell, Rochester, MN



Membership in the
Vintage Base Ball
Association is open and
available to clubs as well
as to individuals who
would like to support
the organization.
Memberships are vital
to the organization’s
success.

« FULL MEMBER CLUBS

$75/year or $125/two years*:
full-fledged vintage club nines who play
at least six games a year.

« ASSOCIATE CLUBS

$50/year*:

vintage clubs who play less than six
games/year

« INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
$20/year*:
individual ballists, civilian interpreters

VINTAGE BASE BALL
ASSOCIATION

Full
Member
Clubs

Associate
Member
Clubs

Individual
Membership

Base Ball Player’s
Chronicle newsletter

Ve

Ve

Invitation to National Convention

Ve

Ve

VBBA Directory Listing

Ve

Voting Rights (2 votes)

General Liability Insurance

The VBBA is covered whenever a local
team plays. If, for example, a spectator
gets hit by a stray ball and sues, the
policy will respond to cover the natio-
nal organization. If the local team has
no money, but is recognized as a VBBA
member club then litigant will go to
where the money is, the VBBA.

***\'BBA member clubs must contact
the VBBA for VBBA certificates of in-
surance as required by specific venues
and dates ***

NN

Access to Base Ball Historical Archivists

Access to Rule Interpretations for Resnactments

Page with Team Picture, Schedule and Brief History

Annual Membership

Payang onling? Be sure to nchide your team namae In the "Special

Imstructions.”

S20




@7 VBBA vendor spotlight

COOPERSTOWN BAT COMPANY

Since 1981, Cooperstown Bat Company has
specialized in game bats for play, custom
personalized engravings and autographed
bats.

Their pro model bats are available for players
of all levels from the beginner through to

the Major Leagues. Cooperstown bat is being
used in several MLB organizations, American
Legion, Babe Ruth, travel team, and high
school players.

Cooperstown Bat Company also makes
various vintage base ball bats, including
acorn, knobless, bottle bat and split grip
(double knob). You can see their bats being
turned at the company’s factory location in
Hartwick, just 15 minutes from Cooperstown.
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit cooperstownbat.com for more
information.

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE

James Country Mercantile started life in 1985
as James Country Muzzleloading, right in the
heart of the area which bred and nurtured
Frank and Jesse James.

James Country Mercantile is now one of the
largest sutleries in existence, offering a full
line of historically accurate goods, custom
sewing, research, consultation, and associated
services. Don’t forget when ordering to use
your VBBA Member Code vbbal996 to get
your 15% discount. Visit jamescountry.com
for more information.

Rasebpll América’s Paxtime - K & P Weaver, LLC

K&P WEAVER

Since 1994, K & P Weaver, LLC features
reproductions of historic vintage base ball
uniforms of the 19th Century and early-20th
Century, equipment and more.

K & P uniforms, clothing and accessories can
be found across the ballfields of America to

historical landmarks and museums such as the
National Baseball Hall of Fame, Smithsonian
Institution, MLB All-Star FanFest, and
they've been seen in the HBO Documentaries
“The Curse of the Bambino,” “Hitler’s Pawn,”
and films such as “Dummy Hoy” and “Cop
Out.”

Member Code vbbal996 to get your 10%
discount due to rising material costs for the
purchase of team shirts, and knickers and

trousers.
Visit baseballamericaspastime.com for more
information.

STOCKBRIDGE SEWING WORKS

Stockbridge Sewing Works has all of your
19th century needs for hats and other sewing
projects.

Contact Norma Hildebrand to discuss hats,
banners, and any other items she may be able
to make for you. No head to big or too small.
Fit and quality guaranteed. Hand crafted one
at a time in the USA.

Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit stockbridgesewingworks.com
for more information.

PHOENIX BAT COMPANY

Since 1996, Phoenix Bat Co. has been
crafting wood bats outside of Columbus,
Ohio. Phoenix Bats starts by purchasing only
pro-grade wood to deliver a quality bat to you
and pros alike. Their bats are only made from
American top-grade woods like rock maple,
yellow birch and northern white ash. History
and Background of Phoenix Bat Co.

Founder and former owner Lefty Trudeau
started playing 19th Century baseball for the
Ohio Historical Society in 1991. In 1996, he
was restoring old houses for a living and had a
small wood shop.

“The Historical Society knew my shop
included an old lathe and they asked if I could
make some bats typical of the 1860s,” Trudeau
recalled. “I agreed. Little did I expect how
much [ would have to learn or how much fun
I would have. Not only did my team like the
bats but the teams we were playing started
asking me to make bats for them as well.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit phoenixbats.com/vintage-bats
for more information.
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19TH CENTUHY BASE BALL

If you want to get the ball that started it

all, then you want 19th Century Base Ball.
Call Eric Miklich at 631-796-5200 or e-mail
info@19cbaseball.com.

Said Ron Swoboda, star of the 1969 New York
Mets, 19cBaseball.com is “truly a one-of-a-
kind resource for in-depth information related
to the history of our great sport. | encourage
all baseball enthusiasts to visit the site to
learn more about how the game really began.”
Don’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit 19cBaseball.com for more
information.

USA SMACKER BATS

USA Smacker Bats makes all its bats by hand,
not by machine.

“If a vintage ballist wants to be true to the
time period of play, we are the company to
use,” proprietor Brian Carter says.

Smacker Bats are handmade by craftsmen
(including Carter) behind a lathe ... shaping,
sanding, staining/ painting and striping the
bats just like the originals back in the 1800s.
With a quick turnaround between 1-2
weeks, these bats are all American, with all
American tools and materials.

“We believe in quality of quantity,” Carter
says. Their pricing is competitive as well.
“We love the history of the base ball bat,
which bleeds into our passion for making
them. We are obsessed with base ball bats.”
Don'’t forget when ordering to use your VBBA
Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount.

Contact Brian Carter at smacker@comcast.
net or visit smackerbats.com/vintage.

VINTAGE BASE BALL!
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