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mid-1800’ using colors and fonts that
were popular of the times. The score
board is complete with small numbers
to hang on nails to show the runs after
each inning of play. “John made us one
of the most beautiful and historically
unique vintage base ball score boards
in the country”, Herman said. “The
team is excited to fnally get a proper
scoreboard 3or our beloved home feld”.
During this year’s upcoming 2024

season, the club will have four home
doubleheaders at Iron Chest Field
as well as nearby away games in the
equally small towns of Creston, Grand
Detour and Malta. The Ganymedes
have also been invited to the 14-team
Portage Vintage Base Ball Festival
near Kalamazoo, Michigan in June as
well as the Gettysburg 19th Century
Historic Base Ball Festival in July. The
Gettysburg tournament will feature

thirty clubs 3rom f3teen states held
on a farm adjacent to the Gettysburg
National Military Park in Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. “ The Ganymedes are
excited to fnally get a chance to play
at the Gettysburg tournament and see
how we do against some quality Ease
Coast clubs”, Herman said.
The Ganymedes will once again

represent the state of Illinois at the
World Tournament of Historic Base
Ball 1867 rules event at The Henry
Ford Museum of American Innovation
Greenfeld Village in Dearborn,
Michigan in mid-August. This will
mark the ninth time that the Oregon
club has been invited to this prestigious
12-team tournament that features the
best vintage base ball clubs 3rom fve
states. This is an extremely competitive
event that attracts thousands of
spectators and is the highlight of the

club’s season.
So, what is a Ganymede? The name

Ganymede was frst linked to the City
of Oregon when the famous journalist
Margaret Fuller visited Oregon in
1843. During the city’s 4th of July
celebration, she observed an eagle
drinking from a spring on the bank
of the Rock River and authored the
poem “Ganymede to His Eagle” which
was published nationally. According
to Greek mythology, Ganymede was
a youth that was carried off by an
eagle to Mt. Olympus to become the
cup bearer to the gods. As a result of
her poem, Ganymede Spring and the
City of Oregon soon became tourist
attractions.
To learn more about the

Ganymedes visit the Oregon
Ganymedes Vintage Base Ball Club
Facebook page.
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UgWs�cn�eWqldq$r�lWqjdsr�Wmc�
bqWes�eWhqr�gWud�sn�cn�vhsg�uhmsWfd�
aWrd�aWkk:�Okdmsx*�hs�stqmr�nts*�Ws�
kdWrs�enq�sgd�mdvdrs�Hkkhmnhr�bkta*�sgd�
BgWloWhfm�Bkhoodqr-

AWbj�hm�sgd�eWkk�ne�1/11*�Cntf�
Atqfdss�Wmc�Idc�UhkkWqc*�vgn�gWc�
ffmhrgdc�W�oWqshWk�rdWrnm�vhsg�
Wmnsgdq�bkta*�cdbhcdc�sn�kWtmbg�W�
mdv�sdWl�hm�sgd�BgWloWhfm,TqaWmW�
WqdW-�Sghr�vWr�mns�sgd�ffqrs�d nqs�
hm�Wmc�Wqntmc�sgd�svhm�bhshdr*�sgd�
bdmsdq�ne�W�ldsqnonkhsWm�WqdW�ne�
125*403�odnokd*�Wbbnqchmf�sn�sgd�TP�
Bdmrtr�AtqdWt-

Dnq�Wants�svdmsx�xdWqr*�uWqhntr�
okWmr�sn�enql�W�uhmsWfd�bkta�hm�
sgd�WqdW�gWud�qhrdm�nmkx�sn�dwohqd�
adenqd�W�aWkk�vWr�dudq�ohsbgdc-�Sgd�
svn�bnlltmhshdr*�gnld�sn�sgd�
Tmhudqrhsx�ne�Hkkhmnhr�lWhm�bWlotr�
Wmc�bntmskdrr�sdbg�Wmc�hmen,qdkWsdc�
ffqlr�Wmc�rtqqntmcdc�ax�sgqhuhmf�
adcqnnl�bnlltmhshdr*�rddldc�
sgd�hcdWk�okWbd�enq�ntq�fWld�sn�sWjd�
qnns-�Ats�adsvddm�bnlodshshnm�eqnl�
Ahf�0/�ronqsr�Wmc��sgqhuhmf�Wqsr�Wmc�
dmsdqsWhmldms*�fWhmhmf�Wssdmshnm�
hr�W�bgWkkdmfd-�?mc�Wssdmshnm”
uhrhahkhsx”hr�W�jdx�sn�WssqWbshmf�
okWxdqr�Wmc�rtoonqsdqr-

zHs�vWr�Cntf$r�hcdW*“�rWxr�Idc�
UhkkWqc*�zadhmf�W�mdv�bkta�vd�vdqd�
knnjhmf�enq�vWxr�sn�fds�sgd�vnqc�
nts-“�Ats�sgd�shlhmf�rddldc�onnq-�
Ax�kWsd�eWkk*�lWmx�ntscnnq�dudmsr*�
rtbg�Wr�sqWchshnmWk�eWqldq$r�lWqjdsr�
edWstqhmf�eqdrg�oqnctbd*�gWud�
enkcdc�sgdhq�sdmsr-

zUd�vdqd�cdrodqWsd�sn�fds�
qdbnfmhshnm*“�Atqfdss�dwokWhmdc*�
zWmc�vd�qdWkhydc�sgdqd�vdqd�hmcnnq�
lWqjdsr�ctqhmf�sgd�gnkhcWx�rdWrnm�
hm�Mnudladq�Wmc�Cdbdladq-�Hs�
stqmdc�nts�sn�ad�Wm�hmbqdchakd�
dwodqhdmbd-“

Phsshmf�to�W�sWakd�Ws�sgd�TqaWmW�
Uhmsdq�LWqjds�rtqqntmcdc�ax�bqWesr�
cdWkdqr�Wmc�zsgd�atssnm�lWm*“�sgd�
svn�rsnnc�enq�entq�gntqr*�Ws�ffqrs�
vnmcdqhmf�he�Wmxnmd�vntkc�rsno�
Wmc�sWkj-�UdWqhmf�sgd�oqnrodbshud�
sdWl$r�tmhenql*�sgd�oWhq�rnnm�
entmc�odnokd�rsnoohmf�Wmc�Wrjhmf�
ptdrshnmr-�

zOdnokd�vWmsdc�sn�jmnv�vgx�
vd�vdqd�sgdqd*“�Atqfdss�rWxr-�
zPnld�gWc�ptdrshnmr�Wants�uhmsWfd�
aWrd�aWkk-�Nsgdqr�itrs�vWmsdc�sn�
sWkj�Wants�aWrdaWkk�hm�fdmdqWk*�
rnldshldr�rgWqhmf�sgdhq�nvm�
ldlnqhdr-“

?esdq�fnhmf�aWbj�sn�sgd�dudms�hm
1/12*�sgd�oWhq�gWc�entq�oWfdr�ffkkdc�
vhsg�mWldr�ne�odnokd�vgn�dhsgdq�
vWmsdc�sn�okWx�nq�kdWqm�lnqd�Wants�
sgd�fWld�nq�qdbdhud�tocWsdr�nm�sgd�
sdWl$r�oqnfqdrr-

zNudq�sgd�bntqrd�ne�ansg�xdWqr�

bnlahmdc�vd$ud�qdbdhudc�Wqntmc�
enqsx�chqdbs�rhfm,tor�’bknrd�sn�entq�
oWfdr�ne�mWldr(�enq�rnld�rnqs�ne�
bnmsWbs�enq�sgd�bkta*�hmbktchmf�
okWxdqr*�eWmr*�Wmc�nsgdqr*��uhW�itrs�
sgd�Uhmsdq�LWqjds*�fdsshmf�Wants�1/�
mWldr�dWbg�xdWq*“�UhkkhWqc�dwokWhmr- 

zNtq�snsWk�khrs�mnv�gWr�qhfgs�Ws�6/�
okWxdq�Wmc.nq�tlohqd�bnmsWbsr�Wmc�
Wmnsgdq�1/�bnmsWbsr�enq�eWmr-�MdWqkx�
gWke�ne�sgnrd�bnmsWbsr�bWld�eqnl�sgd
d nqsr�Ws�sgd�vhmsdq�lWqjdsr-�Sgd�
nsgdq�gWke�vdqd�bnmsWbsr�vd�WkqdWcx�
gWc�nq�bWld�eqnl�odnokd�vgn�entmc�
tr uhW�rnbhWk�ldchW�d nqsr*�ntq�
vdarhsd*�Wmc�nsgdq�d nqsr-“

?ssdmshnm�adfWm�sn�ad�oWhc-�
UHJJ*�sgd�knbWk�otakhb�qWchn�Wmc�
sdkduhrhnm�ntskds*�chc�W�qWchn�
hmsdquhdv�vhsg�sgdl-�Unqc�rsWqsdc�
sn�roqdWc�nm�rnbhWk�ldchW-

z?�bnlltmhsx�rhsd*�’�gssor7..
vvv-bgWlaWmWlnlr-bnl.(�*

hr�W�vhkckx�onotkWq�rnbhWk�
okWsenql�hm�ntq�bnlltmhsx-�Hs�fdsr�
hmenqlWshnm�hm�eqnms�ne�odnokd*�
drodbhWkkx�eWlhkx,eqhdmckx�dudmsr*“�
UhkkWqc�dwokWhmdc-�zUd�vdqd�fdsshmf�
rddm�hm�sgd�bnlltmhsx-“

?lnmf�sgnrd�dwoqdrrhmf�hmsdqdrs�
Ws�sgd�1/11�TqaWmW�Uhmsdq�LWqjds�
’sgd�enkknvdc�to�vhsg�Wmnsgdq�
WoodWqWmbd�Ws�sgd�1/12�dudms(�vdqd�
bhsx�bntmbhk�ldladqr�Wmc�atrhmdrr�
nvmdqr

zUd�entmc�sgWs�ctqhmf�sgd�
n ,rdWrnm*�sgd�Fns�Psnud�JdWftd*�
odnokd�itrs�vWms�sn�sWkj�Wants�
aWrdaWkk-�Ud�fWud�sgdl�sgdhq�
bgWmbd*“�UhkkWqc�rWxr-�

Sgqntfg�sgWs�ffqrs�lWqjds*�sgd�
bkta�entmc�Wm�tlohqd”W�chflbtks�
onrs�enq�mdv�bktar�sn�ffkk-

zFd$c�tlohqd�xntsg�kdWftd�
ronqsr�Wmc�fns�shqdc�ne�sgd�
bnmsqnudqrx�ats�vWmsdc�sn�sqx�
uhmsWfd�aWrd�aWkk�Wesdq�vd�dwokWhmdc�
vgWs�sgd�fWld�vWr�Wants*“�gd�
Wccdc-�

Ansg�lWqjds�WoodWqWmbdr�
qdrtksdc�hm�W�bnmsWbs�khrs�ne�Wants�6/�
odnokd-�?ants�1/�ne�sgdrd�stqm�nts�
enq�sgd�bkta$r�gnld�fWld�hm�W�knbWk�
oWqj-��Sgd�khrs�hr�chuhcdc�hmsn�okWxdqr*�
vgn�fds�qdftkWq�bnlltmhbWshnmr�
Wants�oqWbshbdr�Wmc�fWldr�Wmc�
Wmnsgdq�bWsdfnqx�enq�rtoonqsdqr*�
vgn�fds�edvdq�onrsr�ats�Wqd�
tocWsdc�nm�sdWl�Wbshuhshdr-�

Sgd�bkta�Wkrn�lWjdr�trd�ne�rnbhWk�
ldchW*�DWbdannj*�Wmc�HmrsWfqWl*�
Wmc�lWjdr�rlWkk�Wcudqshrhmf�
hmudrsldmsr�nm�dWbg�sn�qdWbg�
onsdmshWk�rtoonqsdqr-�

Trhmf�IWldr�Snnskd$r�annj�
nm�uhmsWfd�aWrd�aWkk�Wr�nmd�ne�hsr�
fthcdkhmdr*�sgd�Bkhoodqr�bkta�gWr�
rsdWchkx�athks�hsrdke�to*�hsr�qnrsdq�
WooqnWbghmf�1/�okWxdqr�Wmc�W�
fqWctWk�hmbqdWrd�hm�fWldr-��Ansg�
ldm�dlogWrhydc�sgdx�Wqd�enbtrhmf�
nm�rtrsWhmWahkhsx�Wmc�W�cdlnbqWshb�
nqfWmhyWshnmWk�rsqtbstqd-

Pn*�vgWs�Wqd�sgd�vWxr�W�—dcfkhmf�
bkta�bWm�nudqbnld�W�bnlltmhsx$r�
rddlhmf�hmch dqdmbd�sn�sgd�fWld:�
LWxad�W�sWakd�hm�Wm�hmcnnq�vhmsdq�
lWqjds�hrm$s�W�aWc�okWbd�sn�rsWqs-

Dqnl�kdes�sn�qhfgs7��Cntf�
yAnnldqWmf“�Atqfdss)�RWmsW)�
Jxkd�yCtsbg“�Rstql�’aWbi()�Hdc�
yHdrsdq“�UhkkWqc�’eqnms(
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and forth.
Each player hit the ball from the spot

where he retrieved it, with the objective
being to advance ground on the opponent.
This could be done by preventing a batted
ball 9rom getting too 9ar behind you, or,
when it was your turn, by driving the ball
as far as possible beyond the other player.
According to The Boy’s Book o9 Sports,
“the space o9 ground passed over will
readily show who is the victor.”

... I9 not 9or Abner Doubleday’s
association, we would pay this little
heed, but it is a matter o9 curiosity, i9 not
amusement, to place baseball’s legendary
noninventor in such close proximity to a
game involving bat and ball. 1
Another description of drive ball is in the

memoirs o9 a New Hampshire man born in
1831. 2
‘Drive Ball’ is a game for two players

only, who are placed each with a bat, at
some distance 9rom, and 9acing each other.
The ball is then knocked back and 9orth,
9rom one to the other, each endeavoring to
drive it as 9ar as possible, where it must be
picked up and knocked back to the other
player, who is at liberty to advance as
near as he pleases. I9 he advance too near,
however, his opponent will be likely, with
a vigorous stroke, to 9orce him to retreat
again. The space of ground passed over
will readily show which is the victor.
A third description of the game shows

drive ball did NOT involve running bases,
or anything like scoring runs, and thus
di99ered greatly 9rom baseball: 3
Then there was a lively game called

“drive ball,” in which, a9ter “tossing up”
to see who should have the Orst strike, two
companies separated, leaving a space o9 six
or eight rods between them; then the ball
was knocked 9rom one side to the other,
the object o9 each party being to drive

their opponents farther and farther from
the starting point. From whatever place
the ball was caught it was knocked back
with the bat and at this place the catching
party had to rally for their new stand. Each
side strove to catch the ball before its force
was spent and to knock it as far as possible
beyond the position of the other side.
It appears the game could be played one-

on-one, or by a small team.
There are several other 19th Century

mentions of drive ball.
An old “9ogy” recalled playing drive

ball and wicket as a youth. See the New
London (CT) Daily, Feb 24, 1857. Another
in the Waterbury (CT) Democrat, July
11, 1908 recalls that 60 years ago “the
three or four clerks from the three or four
stores enjoying a game o9 drive ball on the
green.” See also the Waterbury Democrat,
May 19, 1891.
In 1821 in Stockbridge, Massachusetts,

several students “9ound a great deal o9 time
9or out-door sports, and this was divided
between base-ball, driveball, one, two, and
three hole-cat, hop-scotch, and marbles.”
An 1839 children’s book gives a description
o9 a (Octional) game o9 drive which is much
like the descriptions above. 4
An 1849 book o9 sports contains a

section called “Playing Ball,” which
includes “drive ball” among the six most
common bat-ball games: “There are a
great number o9 games played with balls,
o9 which base-ball, trap ball, cricket, up-
ball, catch ball and drive ball are most
common.” 5
From this evidence we can conclude that

drive ball existed as early as 1821, and that
the game was centered in the northeast
United States. One might infer that this
game was “won” when one player hit the
ball past, or drove his opponent past, some
agreed end-line. It di99ered 9rom other
9ungo-like games in that the other games
usually 9eatured one batter (not two), with
that batter being replaced by a Oelder when
the Oelder made a certain number (or type)
o9 catches. 6
How closely does this game relate to

baseball? Well, it appears to be American,
and it involves hitting a ball with a bat,
the ball to be caught be Oelders. It can be
played by a team, though individual play
seems to be more common.
But beyond that, there isn’t much

resemblance. There’s no pitching; it’s more
o9 a 9ungo-like game. There are no bases,
let alone base-running. There are no 9oul
lines, no umpire, no written rules, no
batter’s box, no balls or strikes, no outs, no
innings.
It predates New York rules baseball,

but doesn’t seem to have left its mark ON
baseball. But perhaps some youngsters,
playing drive ball, honed some batting
skills that served them well when baseball
came along.
One other thing we know about drive

ball: i9 it was played today, Aaron Judge
would be one o9 its star players!

Aaron&Judge.&&
Drive&Ball&Star?
1.&&David&Block,&Baseball&Before&We&
Knew&It&(U.&of&Nebraska&Press,&200�),&
pp.&48,&198.

2.&F.&B.&Sanborn,&New&Hampshire&
Biography&and&Autobiography&
(Private&Printing,&Concord,&NH,&190�),&
p.&13.

3.&“Recollections&of&a&Man&of&Fifty,”&in&
Smalley’s&Magazine&(1891,&vol.&9,&issue&
8),&p.&10.

4.&F.&A.&P.&Barnard&(1809-89),&in&his&
“How&I&was&Educated”&(The&Forum,&
1886),&p.&223.&Jacob&Abbott,&Caleb&in&
Town&(1839),&p.&122.

5.&Babcock’s&Juvenile&Pastimes;&or&
Girls’&and&Boys’&Book&of&Sports&(New&
Haven,&S.&Babcock,&1849),&summarized&
in&Block,&p.&212.

For&a&description&of&a&later&game&also&
called&“drive&ball,”&see&“Games&we&
used&to&play,”&New&York&Sun,&Oct.&14,&
1900.&Here,&the&ball&is&hit&with&the&
hand,&not&a&bat—in&common&with&the&
1�00s&fungo-like&game&of&Balloon&Ball.&
It&appears&this&game&was&an&1890s&
invention.&See&the&Salem&(OR)&Daily&
Capital&Chronicle,&May&11,&1896.

�.&See&Protoball’s&“Glossary&of&
Games”&at&https://protoball.org/
Fungo(FamilyofGames)&for&the&many&
other&fungo-style&bat-ball&games.
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and there, and with the help o9 a 9ew
SABR 9riends, I pieced together
enough to give me a pretty good idea
of the process.
The author, making vintage

baseballs
First, I would need to acquire an

India Rubber tree. Well, that wasn’t
going to happen, but I did Ond some
good deals on rubber bands that
would have to suit my need. In the
early days, the proper way to make
the core was to get rubber from a
tree, much like people today would
get sap from a maple tree to make
syrup. The rubber would harden into
a “blob” and they would use sharp
blades to cut it into strips, and wrap
them to form a rubber ball core.
I discovered a couple articles in

my research that showed just how
creative they could get when making
a base ball when rubber was not
readily available.
One, in the 1884 Brooklyn Daily

Eagle, an article talked about clubs

near the great lakes using the eyeball
o9 a large sturgeon Osh as the rubber
core. I personally have not tried this,
but I will just take their word 9or it.
Another article references the use

of cut up strips of leather from an old
pair o9 rubber boots or shoes, so you
can see when the need for a base ball
arose, the instincts o9 the ball player
was to sacriOce as needed (pun
intended) to make that ball.
Once I had the rubber ball core

made, I needed to Ond the best blue
woolen yarn to wrap around it. Well,
as it turns out, this best blue woolen
yarn was only used on the top of the
line base balls, and other balls were
made with just any yarn or string
you might Ond. I 9ound that making
a ball with all woolen yarn of any
color made the ball a bit too heavy
for the specs provided in the Beadles
Dime Guides o9 the day. I 9ound
using a less historical synthetic yarn
9or the Orst two winds, and then the
good woolen yarn 9or the Onal wrap

produced a ball that not only carried
well but felt good on the hands
during play.
Once the ball was wrapped with

yarn, it then needed a cover. My
research indicated that the most
common leather used was sheepskin. I
didn’t Ond any re9erence to horse hide
until later in the 19th century. The
Orst 9ew base balls I wrapped with
sheepskin looked good, but that cover
did not hold up well for game play.
The skin was pretty thin. The sheep of
the 19th century must have been much
tougher than the sheep o9 the 21st
century. There was eventually a use of
cowhide, and I 9ound in my personal
ball making experience, it was the right
choice, as the ball held up well, through
multiple games if needed.
As I researched the cover, I also

9ound that even though the “9our petal”
or “star pattern” shaped cover was the
most popular, there were other shapes
used to make the ball. I surmised that
they needed a way to use up smaller

:Ykk,lYihmfAlYsdphYkr’AepnlAYtsgnp&rAbnkkdbshnm
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pieces, or scraps, and not let them go to
waste. The belt ball was one pattern that
allowed to use smaller pieces. It is not easy
to make, but once you learn how, you can
lower the amount of leather you end up
scrapping.
I wasn’t able to Ond any good articles

on the material used to stitch up the ball. I
found references to twine and string and
9rom viewing pictures o9 older base balls,
I can see that choosing the wrong material
would lead to a ball falling apart much
quicker than one might care. When I see
pictures of 19th century base balls that held
together nicely, 9or example some at the
baseball hall o9 9ame, I o9ten wonder what
they used to stitch those base balls with. In
my personal base ball making, I have 9ound
using a waxed sinew not only gives a good
look, but it holds up even better than the
leather itself.
Once I was able to piece together enough

info to help me with the base ball making
process, I needed to Ogure out the right size
and weight. The Beadles Dime Guides of
the day provided me with the proper spec
9or each year, and I was able to make a nice
table of the specs as they changed over
time. I was also able to Ond old newspaper
accounts to get the specs prior to 1860, the
Orst year o9 the Beadles Guide.
Here is a quick table that shows how

the base ball changed size and weight over
time 9rom the early 1850’s through 1872.
The size and weight of the base ball

has not changed since 1872. The modern
baseball played with today has those same
specs as 1872. The only changes made
were the use of machinery that made the
ball much harder than a hand-made ball.
The manufacturers of base balls also

grew over time. As I mentioned be9ore,
Van Horn and Ross were two o9 the Orst
to make a go o9 it, and soon a9ter, as the
number o9 teams grew, more and more
people got in on it.
Edward Horsman out o9 Philadelphia,

Harrison Harwood out o9 Massachusetts,
Andrew Peck and Irving Snyder, John
Whiting and George Ellard were a few
that jumped in during the 1860s and
early 1870s. A bit later, Louis Mahn,
Al Spalding andAl Reach jumped in, the
latter, while working with Ben Shibe was
one o9 the Orst to bring on equipment to
help the process along.
Louis Mahn, who had the o9Ocial ball

o9 the AmericanAssociation in 1882,
also tried a new style in 1878, when he
introduced a “double cover” ball. He
made a ball with cover a bit smaller than

regulation, then added a second cover, to
help reduce the amount of balls that would
be lost due to a cover breaking or falling
o99. That didn’t catch on, so to speak, but
he was willing to try.
There is debate on who, and when, the

modern Ogure eight shaped cover came to
be. Some would argue Harwood and Sons
developed it in the late 1850s, and others
might argue it came a bit later. However,
that style of ball didn’t catch on until later
in the 1860s. Do we know why 9or sure
that it took that long? Well, I don’t know
9or sure, but in my trials and tribulations
o9 making a Ogure eight ball, I think I have
a pretty good idea why. When making a
ball using the Ogure eight patterns, it takes
two patterns to make the ball. Both of
those patterns have to be perfectly alike
in order to line up the holes and have the
ball stitched without pockets 9orming. I
have found cutting two of those patterns
by hand, does not allow 9or much luck
in getting everything to line up. My
theory has been until someone invented a
punch pattern to cut the leather, the making
o9 a hand made ball using the Ogure eight
patterns was not a successful venture.
Again, that is just my conjecture. Evidence
may turn up later to lend credence to
another reason.
With the single piece o9 leather pattern,

it is much easier to stitch up the ball when

the pattern is not cut perfectly. While there
may still be a pocket that creeps in, it is
much less likely, at least in my experience
of making them.
I mentioned earlier the size and weight

restrictions on the base ball, but in the
process o9 making the ball, there was no
restriction on how much rubber, or how
much yarn to use. In 1871, they restricted
the weight o9 the rubber to just 1 ounce,
and then in 1872, that one ounce had to
be vulcanized (heated and formed into
a solid ball). That was an attempt to
standardize the ball so all clubs played with
the same style o9 ball. Prior to that, some
clubs pre9erred a deader ball, while some
pre9erred a livelier ball, so challenging
clubs that were to provide the ball had a
bit of an advantage. The Cincinnati Red
Stockings were one case, where George
Ellard, their ball maker, made their base
balls a bit less lively since they were known
for lighter hitting and great defensive play.
They didn’t want the big hitters from other
clubs knocking the ball over the outOelders’
heads.
There are “vintage base ball clubs” that

play, or make an attempt to play, by the
rules of various years of the 19th century.
Some do a really good job portraying the
game as it was played, while others, not so
much. But they all need a base ball to get
the game going.
I started making 19th century base balls

for my home club that would play by the
rules o9 1860. Over time, other clubs have
inquired about them and now purchase
them 9rom me, as I can make a ball 9rom
any year represented in the chart I showed
earlier. I have also taught many others how
to make them, to lighten the load on my
hands. I enjoy teaching people as it gives
them the chance to have a more historical
look in their games, and also, a show and
tell item to talk about with their spectators.
I9 anyone would like to see my

presentation on the making of a 19th
century base ball, 9rom the presentation
I gave that the FRED SABR con9erence
in Cooperstown back in 2019, I would be
happy to share that with you. Or, i9 you
want to learn more about how to make a
base ball, or want to try making one on
your own, you can reach out and I can
direct you to the YOU TUBE videos I have,
or walk you through the process via ZOOM
or other online presentation means.

I can be reached at
cc.gaskell@gmail.com
for more information.

Corky Gaskell, Rochester, MN
SgdAYtsgnp’AlYihmfAuhmsYfdA
aYrdaYkkr
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Cooperstown Bat Company

Rhmbd�0870)�Bnnodqrsnvm�AYs�BnloYmx�gYr�
rodbhYkhydc�hm�fYld�aYsr�enq�okYx)�btrsnl�
odqrnmYkhydc�dmfqYuhmfr�Ymc�YtsnfqYogdc�
aYsr-
Sgdhq�oqn�lncdk�aYsr�Yqd�YuYhkYakd�enq�okYxdqr�
ne�Ykk�kdudkr�eqnl�sgd�adfhmmdq�sgqntfg�sn�
sgd�LYinq�KdYftdr-�Bnnodqrsnvm�aYs�hr�adhmf�
trdc�hm�rdudqYk�LKA�nqfYmhyYshnmr)�@ldqhbYm�
Kdfhnm)�AYad�Qtsg)�sqYudk�sdYl)�Ymc�ghfg�
rbgnnk�okYxdqr-
Bnnodqrsnvm�AYs�BnloYmx�Ykrn�lYjdr�
uYqhntr�uhmsYfd�aYrd�aYkk�aYsr)�hmbktchmf�
Ybnqm)�jmnakdrr)�ansskd�aYs�Ymc�rokhs�fqho�
’cntakd�jmna(-�Wnt�bYm�rdd�sgdhq�aYsr�adhmf�
stqmdc�Ys�sgd�bnloYmx&r�eYbsnqx�knbYshnm�hm�
GYqsvhbj)�itrs�04�lhmtsdr�eqnl�Bnnodqrsnvm-
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�bnnodqrsnvmaYs-bnl�enq�lnqd�
hmenqlYshnm-

�
James Country Mercantile
IYldr�Bntmsqx�LdqbYmshkd�rsYqsdc�khed�hm�0874�
Yr�IYldr�Bntmsqx�LtyykdknYchmf)�qhfgs�hm�sgd�
gdYqs�ne�sgd�YqdY�vghbg�aqdc�Ymc�mtqstqdc�
EqYmj�Ymc�Idrrd�IYldr-
IYldr�Bntmsqx�LdqbYmshkd�hr�mnv�nmd�ne�sgd�
kYqfdrs�rtskdqhdr�hm�dwhrsdmbd)�needqhmf�Y�etkk�
khmd�ne�ghrsnqhbYkkx�YbbtqYsd�fnncr)�btrsnl�
rdvhmf)�qdrdYqbg)�bnmrtksYshnm)�Ymc�YrrnbhYsdc�
rdquhbdr-�Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�
xntq�UAA@�Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�
xntq�04!�chrbntms-�Uhrhs�iYldrbntmsqx-bnl�
enq�lnqd�hmenqlYshnm-

�
K&P Weaver
Rhmbd�0883)�J�%�O�VdYudq)�KKB�edYstqdr�
qdoqnctbshnmr�ne�ghrsnqhb�uhmsYfd�aYrd�aYkk�
tmhenqlr�ne�sgd�08sg�Bdmstqx�Ymc�dYqkx,1/sg�
Bdmstqx)�dptholdms�Ymc�lnqd-
J�%�O�tmhenqlr)�bknsghmf�Ymc�Ybbdrrnqhdr�bYm�
ad�entmc�Ybqnrr�sgd�aYkkehdkcr�ne�@ldqhbY�sn�

ghrsnqhbYk�kYmclYqjr�Ymc�ltrdtlr�rtbg�Yr�sgd�
MYshnmYk�AYrdaYkk�GYkk�ne�EYld)�RlhsgrnmhYm�
Hmrshstshnm)�LKA�@kk,RsYq�EYmEdrs)�Ymc�
sgdx&ud�addm�rddm�hm�sgd�GAN�CnbtldmsYqhdr�
zSgd�Btqrd�ne�sgd�AYlahmn)“�zGhskdq&r�OYvm)“�
Ymc�ehklr�rtbg�Yr�zCtllx�Gnx“�Ymc�zBno�
Nts-“
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�0/!�
chrbntms�ctd�sn�qhrhmf�lYsdqhYk�bnrsr�enq�sgd�
otqbgYrd�ne�sdYl�rghqsr)�Ymc�jmhbjdqr�Ymc�
sqntrdqr-
Uhrhs�aYrdaYkkYldqhbYroYrshld-bnl�enq�lnqd�
hmenqlYshnm-

�Stockbridge Sewing Works
Rsnbjaqhcfd�Rdvhmf�Vnqjr�gYr�Ykk�ne�xntq�
08sg bdmstqx mddcr enq gYsr Ymc nsgdq rdvhmf
oqnidbsr-
BnmsYbs�MnqlY�GhkcdaqYmc�sn�chrbtrr�gYsr)�
aYmmdqr)�Ymc�Ymx�nsgdq�hsdlr�rgd�lYx�ad�Yakd�
sn�lYjd�enq�xnt-�Mn�gdYc�sn�ahf�nq�snn�rlYkk-�
Ehs�Ymc�ptYkhsx�ftYqYmsddc-�GYmc�bqYesdc�nmd�
Ys�Y�shld�hm�sgd�TR@-
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�rsnbjaqhcfdrdvhmfvnqjr-bnl�
enq�lnqd�hmenqlYshnm-
�

Phoenix Bat Company
Rhmbd�0885)�Ogndmhw�AYs�Bn-�gYr�addm�
bqYeshmf�vnnc�aYsr�ntsrhcd�ne�Bnktlatr)�
Nghn-�Ogndmhw�AYsr�rsYqsr�ax�otqbgYrhmf�nmkx�
oqn,fqYcd�vnnc�sn�cdkhudq�Y�ptYkhsx�aYs�sn�xnt�
Ymc�oqnr�Ykhjd-�Sgdhq�aYsr�Yqd�nmkx�lYcd�eqnl�
@ldqhbYm�sno,fqYcd�vnncr�khjd�qnbj�lYokd)�
xdkknv�ahqbg�Ymc�mnqsgdqm�vghsd�Yrg-�Ghrsnqx�
Ymc�AYbjfqntmc�ne�Ogndmhw�AYs�Bn-
Entmcdq�Ymc�enqldq�nvmdq�Kdesx�SqtcdYt�
rsYqsdc�okYxhmf�08sg�Bdmstqx�aYrdaYkk�enq�sgd�
Nghn�GhrsnqhbYk�Rnbhdsx�hm�0880-�Hm�0885)�gd�
vYr�qdrsnqhmf�nkc�gntrdr�enq�Y�khuhmf�Ymc�gYc�Y�
rlYkk�vnnc�rgno-
zSgd�GhrsnqhbYk�Rnbhdsx�jmdv�lx�rgno�
hmbktcdc�Ym�nkc�kYsgd�Ymc�sgdx�Yrjdc�he�H�bntkc�
lYjd�rnld�aYsr�sxohbYk�ne�sgd�075/r)“�SqtcdYt�
qdbYkkdc-�zH�Yfqddc-�Khsskd�chc�H�dwodbs�gnv�
ltbg�H�vntkc�gYud�sn�kdYqm�nq�gnv�ltbg�etm�
H�vntkc�gYud-�Mns�nmkx�chc�lx�sdYl�khjd�sgd�
aYsr�ats�sgd�sdYlr�vd�vdqd�okYxhmf�rsYqsdc�
Yrjhmf�ld�sn�lYjd�aYsr�enq�sgdl�Yr�vdkk-“
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�ogndmhwaYsr-bnl.uhmsYfd,aYsr�
enq�lnqd�hmenqlYshnm-

�

19th Century Base Ball
He�xnt�vYms�sn�fds�sgd�aYkk�sgYs�rsYqsdc�hs�
Ykk)�sgdm�xnt�vYms�08sg�Bdmstqx�AYrd�AYkk-�
BYkk�Dqhb�Lhjkhbg�Ys�520,685,41//�nq�d,lYhk�
hmen908baYrdaYkk-bnl-
RYhc�Qnm�RvnancY)�rsYq�ne�sgd�0858�Mdv�Wnqj�
Ldsr)�08bAYrdaYkk-bnl�hr�zsqtkx�Y�nmd,ne,Y,
jhmc�qdrntqbd�enq�hm,cdosg�hmenqlYshnm�qdkYsdc�
sn�sgd�ghrsnqx�ne�ntq�fqdYs�ronqs-�H�dmbntqYfd�
Ykk�aYrdaYkk�dmsgtrhYrsr�sn�uhrhs�sgd�rhsd�sn�
kdYqm�lnqd�Yants�gnv�sgd�fYld�qdYkkx�adfYm-“
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-�Uhrhs�08bAYrdaYkk-bnl�enq�lnqd�
hmenqlYshnm-
�

USA Smacker Bats
TR@�RlYbjdq�AYsr�lYjdr�Ykk�hsr�aYsr�ax�gYmc)�
mns�ax�lYbghmd-
zHe�Y�uhmsYfd�aYkkhrs�vYmsr�sn�ad�sqtd�sn�sgd�
shld�odqhnc�ne�okYx)�vd�Yqd�sgd�bnloYmx�sn�
trd)“�oqnoqhdsnq�AqhYm�BYqsdq�rYxr-
RlYbjdq�AYsr�Yqd�gYmclYcd�ax�bqYesrldm�
’hmbktchmf�BYqsdq(�adghmc�Y�kYsgd�---�rgYohmf)�
rYmchmf)�rsYhmhmf.�oYhmshmf�Ymc�rsqhohmf�sgd�
aYsr�itrs�khjd�sgd�nqhfhmYkr�aYbj�hm�sgd�07//r-
Vhsg�Y�pthbj�stqmYqntmc�adsvddm�0,1�
vddjr)�sgdrd�aYsr�Yqd�Ykk�@ldqhbYm)�vhsg�Ykk�
@ldqhbYm�snnkr�Ymc�lYsdqhYkr-
zVd�adkhdud�hm�ptYkhsx�ne�ptYmshsx)“�BYqsdq�
rYxr-�Sgdhq�oqhbhmf�hr�bnlodshshud�Yr�vdkk-
zVd�knud�sgd�ghrsnqx�ne�sgd�aYrd�aYkk�aYs)�
vghbg�akddcr�hmsn�ntq�oYrrhnm�enq�lYjhmf�
sgdl-�Vd�Yqd�nardrrdc�vhsg�aYrd�aYkk�aYsr-“�
Cnm&s�enqfds�vgdm�nqcdqhmf�sn�trd�xntq�UAA@�
Ldladq�Bncd�uaaY0885�sn�fds�xntq�04!�
chrbntms-
BnmsYbs�AqhYm�BYqsdq�Ys�rlYbjdq9bnlbYrs-
mds�nq�uhrhs�rlYbjdqaYsr-bnl.uhmsYfd-

UAA@�udmcnq�ronskhfgs


