
VBBA President’s Corner
VBBA Members,

As the VBBA looks to the 
bullpen, a new name appears atop 
our masthead for the first time 
in three years. In this opening 
address of our Spring 2025 
newsletter, I’d like to introduce 
myself—Ed Shuman of the Fulton 
Mules—as your new president 
and to extend my heartfelt thanks 
to Gary Schiappacasse for his 
outstanding service.

Gary’s resume is truly 
impressive: organizing 
conferences, ensuring the 
newsletter goes out, maintaining 
our website, running monthly 
meetings, monitoring social 
media, and handling countless 
other tasks behind the scenes.  
THANK YOU Gary for what you 
have done for this organization.  I 
hope that I can do half as much 
as President.  

I intend to serve as YHOS 
(Your Humble and Obedient 
Servant,) with nothing but the 
best of intentions and “The Glory 
of the Game of Base Ball” as my 
guiding principle.  This has been 
a catch phrase of my club since 
before the Kevin Costner movie 
(For the Love of the Game) came 
out in 1999.  

In the next year, Gary will 
continue to assist with general 

communications and other duties 
in the role of elected Midwest 
Northern Trustee.  Joining him 
as on the Board will be Eric 
Berg, Historian, John Stinky 
Freyer Historian, Chris Fusciardi, 
Vice-President, Kevin Kennedy, 
East Coast Trustee, Cooper 
Mikel, Western Trustee, Quinn 
Ice wagon Nigel, Secretary, Bill 
Pollifrone, Southern Trustee, and 
Tony Wicker, Midwest Southern 
Trustee.

I want to thank everyone 
who made the 2025 VBBA 
Cooperstown Conference a 
success, with special thanks going 
to outgoing trustee Colin Miller, 
who was our man on the ground 
and arranged “The Spaceman,” 
Bill Lee as our Keynote  Speaker. 
Boy did he deliver!  Another 
special thank you goes to Helen 
DeGeatano, who since she hosted 
us in Douglas, Michigan has 
consistently raised the bar for our 
conferences. Well done, Helen! 

For the VBBA 2025 
Cooperstown wrap up, see page 
three of this newsletter.  

To complete my introduction, 
many in the Midwest—especially 
Ohio and Michigan—know me 
as the founder and captain of the 
Fulton Mules BBC (Canal Fulton, 
Ohio), a founding officer of the 

VBBA, and twin brother of past 
VBBA president Andrew Shuman 
(OV Muffins).  Some may 
remember me as that guy who 
makes a scene as the train circles 
Walnut Grove at Greenfield 
Village.  Somewhere between 
fact and fiction, I’ve enjoyed 30 
seasons of this unique sport.  

As your president I have 
no set agenda, and plan to 
work on the internals of our 
organization; like officer and 
trustee succession, membership, 
and general perception of the 
VBBA.  The VBBA has in some 
way been a resource for every 
club that plays Vintage Base 
Ball; if nothing else we gave 
what you are doing a name!  I 
hope we can continue to be that 
resource—not as a governing 
body or enforcement agency, but 
as our mission statement reminds 
us, to “Support...Encourage...
and Educate”.  To the best of 
my knowledge none of us are 
getting “Called up to the show”, 
we all have room to improve. 
Let’s do it together in the spirit of 
sportsmanship and friendship.

spring

2025

Ed “Molasses” Shuman 
VBBA PRESIDENT

 “FOR THE GLORY...”
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REMEMBER AS YOUR CLUB PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 
THAT THE VBBA IN ADDITION TO LIA- BILITY INSU-
RANCE, OFFERS ITS MEMBER BALL CLUBS UP TO A 
15% DISCOUNT ON NINE VENDOR’S PRODUCTS. THE 
MERCHANT CODE FOR VBBA MEMBERS IS VBBA1996. 
THEY INCLUDE:

15% DISCOUNT 

Phoenix Bats:  
www.phoenixbats.com

Stockbridge Sewing Works:  
www.stockbridgesewingworks.com

19cbaseball:  
www.19cbaseball.com

James Country Mercantile:  
www.jamescountry.com

Smacker Bats:  
www.smackerbats.com

Cooperstown Bats:  
www.cooperstownbat.com

James Country Mercantile:
www.jamescountry.com

Bulldog Bat Company:  
www.bulldogbatsonline.com

10% DISCOUNT

K&P Weaver, LLC:  
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

GET CONNECTED WITH THE VBBA
www.vbba.org

www.facebook.com/vintagebaseballassociation

twitter.com/VBBA19C

www.youtube.com/@vbba307/featured

www.instagram.com/Vintage_Base_Ball_Assoc

VBBA Town Hall Facebook
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2025 VBBA Cooperstown 
Conference Summary

The VBBA 2025 Cooperstown 
Conference was attended by VBBA 
members from Colorado to Upstate New 
York, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Vermont

Imagine you have travelled to the 
foothills of New York State’s Catskills 
Mountains, the sleepy land of Rip Van 
Winkle. You are staying at Coopertown’s 
historic Otesaga Resort Hotel looking 
out on beautiful Lake Otesaga.

You are spending the weekend 
immersed in the home of the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. 
Hanging out with your vintage base 
ball friends at the 2026 Cooperstown 
Conference.

Thanks to the wonderful 
dedication of Helen Degeatano, Gary 
Schiappacasse, Collin Miller, and Chris 
Fusciardi this imaginary tale became a 
reality.

The meandering drive through 
the foothills of upstate New York 
ended outside the majestic presence 
of the Otesaga Resort Hotel. Upon 

entering the hotel and checking 
in the participants were greeted by 
Helen the Wild Sicilian DeGeatano 
who put together a wonderfully 
full VBBA canvas back pack that 
included donations from Cooperstown 
merchants, the Phoenix Bat Company, 
PK Custom Cards, 19c Base at cost (paid 
for by Helen Degeatano), K & P Weaver, 
and more.

In the room behind Helen 
DeGeatano were the wonderful displays 
set up by vendors, Joel Armbruster 
of the Phoenix Bat Company, Paul 
Cunningham of PK Custom Cards and 
Collectibles, Michael Paes of Bulldog 
Bat Company, Paula Weaver of K & 
P Weaver, LLC, Norma Hildebrand 
of Stockbridge Sewing Works, and 
Michelle Weigel of Rail Explorers.

One room away were the Silent 
Auction displays from over twenty 
donors. In a return to an online Silent 
Auction, Chris Fusciardi, discovered 
Givebutter (https://givebutter.com/) free 
to 501c3 organizations. The VBBA was 
able to raise about $1,400 to help offset 
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the cost of the conference.
Once settled into their wonderful 

5 star hotel rooms, offered at close to 
half price participants headed out about 
a mile away to Brewery Ommegang 
(https://www.ommegang.com) to eat, 
drink, and chat into the evening.

The next morning guests of the 
hotel feasted on a sumptuous buffet 
styled breakfast way beyond the 
standard oatmeal and waffles that 
included a variety of fresh fruits, baked 
goods, eggs, sausage, and bacon and 
more.

The vintage base ball guests then 
chose between learning about the 
history of the History of the Strike 
Zone, from Eric Miklich a longtime 
VBBA historian, ballplayer, and vendor 
or the History of the Negro Leagues and 
the merger of their statistics with Major 
League Baseball from Leslie Heaphy, 
Kent State Professor, SABR VP, author 
and participant in the historic merger 
of baseball statistics. The rest of the 
morning into the afternoon was spent 
at the National Baseball Hall of Fame 
and Museum, thanks to the generous 
paid admissions donation from Helen 
DeGeatano. Cooperstown offered a 
variety of street side café’s for lunch.

Thanks to the extra efforts of Collin 
Miller the briefly cancelled All-Comers 
Game at beautiful Clark Field took 
place. All the vintage base ball players 
were welcome to participate including 
Bill “Spaceman” Lee, Boston Red Sox 
Hall of Fame pitcher. 

As the sky darkened with the 
oncoming evening the 2025 VBBA 
Cooperstown guests attended the 
evening Reception in the wonderful 
ball room of the Otesaga Resort Hotel. 

The refreshments and appetizers were a 
“surprise” contribution of the Otesaga 
Resort Hotel thanks to the always 
available Director of Sales and Catering, 
Kenny Valenzuela. 

Next, author and storyteller, 
Phil S. Dixon preceeded his evening 
presentation on the stories of the Negro 
Leagues players that he has collected 
over the last forty-five years with a 
trumpet solo of “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame.”  

Phil Dixon and Leslie Heaphy 
not only worked on the merger of the 
Negro League statistics with the Major 
League Baseball statistics, they also 
collaborated on a wonderful new Negro 
Leagues exhibit, funded by the Yawkey 
Foundation at the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum.

A wonderful banquet meal featuring 
prime rib and delicious desserts 
followed. 
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The Keynote Speaker Bill “Spaceman” Lee 
did a huge leg kick head high to warm up before 
his sit-down question and answer conversation 
with Collin Miller. Not bad for a “retired” 
seventy-eight year old retired Major League 
Pitcher who has continued playing baseball 
the last forty-five years. Bill shared stories from 
his time as a major league pitcher. He was not 
afraid to “brush back” the batters, then and 
even now. He shared stories after “retiring” 
including his time with the Savannah Bananas, 
and how he survived his game day heart attack 
when he was pitching at a Savannah Banana 
baseball game.

The 2026 VBBA Cooperstown Conference 
concluded Sunday morning with the annual 
VBBA General Meeting. Gary Schiappacasse 
received a signed by everyone that attended 
2025 VBBA Conference poster donated by 
Paul Cunningham of PK Custom Cards and 
Collectibles, thanking him for putting together 
the 2025 VBBA Cooperstown Conference. 
He then gave a summary with the help of 
the other present VBBA Board members: Ed 
Shuman, Collen Miller, Chris Fusciardi, and 
Bill Pollifrone. 

It was, according to all that attended, a 
wonderful time spent in the foothills of New 
York State’s Catskills Mountains, the sleepy 
land of Rip Van Winkle, in Cooperstown, 
staying at Coopertown’s historic Otesaga Resort 
Hotel looking out on beautiful Lake Otesaga.
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Experience the 2025 Cactus 
League Spring Training in 
Arizona! With 10 stadiums 
and 15 MLB teams.
Where can you go to see half of the Major Leagues’ 
30 teams play without having to drive more than 
47 miles – and oftentimes much shorter distances? 
That would be the Cactus League, where 15 teams 
prepare for the season in a relatively tight radius 
surrounding the beautiful Valley of the Sun – 
Phoenix, Arizona.
The 2026 Cactus League schedule is set to be 
released in Fall 2025, and tickets are expected to go 
on sale late 2025 or early 2026—timing may vary by 
ballpark.
 
Attend On Your Own or as a Group:
MLB Spring Training Cactus League  
https://www.mlb.com/spring-training/cactus-league

To Be Determined: Reduced Rate Hotel, Meeting 
Site, Base Ball Field, Keynote Speaker 

Looking For: Online Silent Auction Donations

Plan to attend the 2026 VBBA Phoenix, 
Arizona Conference March 13 to 15 

2026 VBBA  
Arizona Conference

VBBA Arizona  
Conference includes:

• Friday Night Icebreaker at a popular 
local bar, and online Silent Auction 

• Saturday Morning, on your own 
breakfast, Breakout Sessions including 
base ball historians, vintage base ball 
experts, & more 

• Saturday Afternoon the All-Comers 
Game, open to all vintage base ball 
players 

• Saturday Evening Reception, Banquet 
and Keynote Speaker

• Sunday Annual VBBA General Meeting.

Arizona Vintage Base Ball League Sponsored
https://arizonavintagebaseball.org/
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H I S T O R I A N ’ S  C O R N E R

Thief River Falls Ladies 
Baseball Team,1893

First, thank you all for turning 
this important post over to me, I 
hope to represent our organization 
well. It is not without trepidation 
that I am entering the lineup in 
Bob Sampson’s position. 
A finer ambassador of the 
game I have not met and 
one of the most important 
historians of the early 
game by any accounting. 

Now, on to my actual 
job here, a bit of early 
base ball history. In 2022 
I was asked by a colleague 
to give a lecture on early 
base ball in northern Minnesota 
in a History of Minnesota class 
that was held at Bemidji State 
University.  I was overjoyed to see 
that the regional newspapers had 

all been digitized and were in a 
database I could access as a faculty 
member at BSU. As I searched for 
“firsts” I found something remar-
kable, the first reference I found 

in that database of regional 
newspapers is to a woman’s 
team playing in a long-for-
gotten league. There exists 
a photograph with extraor-
dinary historical intrigue 
and illuminating value.

The photo is a studio 
shot and shows 10 female 
players in typical fema-
le base ball uniforms of 

the period and two male mana-
gers. The photo is dated 1893.  It 
shows us that there was at least 
one women’s base ball team in 
Thief River Falls, Minnesota at 

that time. However, it gets better. 
The writing on the photograph 
leads us to a solid conclusion that 
there was more than one team 
in northern Minnesota, in fact, a 
league existed.  The inscription on 
the back of the photograph reads 
“Thief River Falls Ladies Baseball 
Team Champions of Northern 
League, 1893.” 

I can find no evidence of any 
other league or even teams in nor-
thern Minnesota predating this 
1893 reference to their Northen 
League. Clearly, it is quite safe to 
assume base ball was played in 
northern Minnesota before 1893 
(the first recorded game in Min-
nesota is in 1857), but as it stands 
today, the 1893 Ladies Northern 
League is the first up north. 

By Eric Berg
VBBA  

HISTORIAN
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 Being an umpire in the 19th Century took 
on many forms in the early days. From being 
an umpire and scorer in 1837 during the 
forms of exercise playing ball, to having two 
umpires and a referee in games up until 1858 
when a single umpire was the norm, the role 
of the umpire really didn’t have any solid 
set of requirements, other than mostly settle 
disputes.  

In 1857 we had the first laws of base ball 
and some of them pertained to the umpire. 
These rules gave us a bit more clarity, but not 
a lot.

In 1858, the umpire was asked to call 
strikes after a warning to the striker. But not 
many of them did.

In 1864, he was then asked to not only call 
strikes after a warning, but also call balls on 
bad pitches after a warning to the pitcher. 
Again, not many did.

In our current games of playing by 19th 
century rules, the umpires are sometimes 
asked to do nothing more than call foul 
balls or balks, and some may even be asked 
to settle a dispute on the base paths if a 
judgement is asked. 

Some umpires, during a festival type 
event, may be asked not only to call balls 
and strikes, but call them after just one or 
two pitches. This is done to help move the 
game along to make sure all the clubs get 
their games in for the day. While there is 
no historical accuracy to this type of play, 
it makes sense for what our hobby is trying 
to accomplish by gathering many clubs in 
one location to get in as much base ball as 
possible. 

Were there some umpires in the 19th 
century that did call balls and strikes in a 
more expedient fashion?  Of course, but it 
wasn’t the norm. Most games were not in a 
festival environment. Most games were just 
a single game for the day, and the only thing 
that might get in the way of the game ending 
in a normal fashion would be daylight, or 
weather, and there were rules to handle those 

situations.
The modern 19th century game can 

sometimes be driven by pitchers. Pitchers 
want all the calls. They want to expand the 
area whereby which a strike is to be called, 
and narrow the area by which a ball might be 
called. It is human nature.

By the same means, the striker would like 
to shorten the area by which a strike would 
be called, but not necessarily want to expand 
the area for a called ball, as most strikers 
want to hit the ball.

Being an umpire in our modern 19th 
Century games can be a bit confusing, and a 
bit hectic, and can cause you to lose interest 
given the lack of a well defined strike zone 
like we have today. Is it the tip of the cap, 
down to the middle of the shin ?  Is it from 
the eye balls to the ankles? Is it 3-to-6 inches 
off the plate? Is it based on where the striker 
is standing? There is no consistency to 
what each umpire uses, and strikers need to 
adjust to each umpire and his calls. As the 
game progressed over the years in the 19th 
Century, more definition came along with it.

The one thing that we all need to be aware 
of is we have a shortage of umpires within 
our hobby. The better we can educate them, 
the better we treat them on the field, the 
better chance we have of keeping them in the 
game. That is a win-win for everyone.

Think about that the next time you play. 
Are you giving your umpire a fair shake?  
Yes, he is going to miss some calls, but guess 
what? You are going to miss some base balls 
hit to you, or make a mistake running the 
bases, or not get a hit. The umpire isn’t going 
to scold you for that, so don’t scold him 
for any inadvertent transgressions he may 
commit. He is doing his best to serve a role, 
an important role, and we need them to want 
to stay and continue.

Have you hugged your favorite umpire 
today?

For the love of the game, and the umpire.
Corky Gaskell

Being a 19th 
Century Umpire

CORKY GASKELL
CHAIRMAN, RULES AND 
CUSTOMS COMMITTEE
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The Vintage Base Ball Association’s 
website includes an excellent resource 
called “How can I start a Vintage Base 
Ball club?”  It walks newbies to the 
hobby through a series of questions 
and suggested answers, including the 
numbers of players needed to play, where 
and who to play, how often to play and 
what equipment is needed. The resource 
also mentions that a new club could 
consider working with a local open-air 
museum or historical society to leverage 
their facilities and possible financial 
resources.

All of the above questions are great 
food for thought for a new Vintage 
Base Ball club.  However, another basic 
question that is probably debated very 
early on is, “What do we call our club?”  
This question is exciting because the 
possibilities are many.

The current list of VBBA base 
ball clubs (BBC) is characterized by 
clubs with a place-name followed by a 
nickname, such as the Springfield Long 
Nines BBC or the Tucson Saguaros BBC.  
Or, simply the club’s location, such as 
the Lewes BBC.  Those affiliated with 
a museum or similar organization may 
include just the site with or without a 
nickname; the Cowtown BBC or the 
Ohio Village Muffins. 

But where do these nicknames for the 
clubs come from?  Some are based on 
clubs that actually existed and played 
in or near a locale.  A good example 
is the background to the Mountain 
Athletic Club. On the Club’s website 
(macvintagebaseball.org ) its says that 
they are ‘fashioned after the original 
team established in Griffin Corners, New 
York in 1895 by yeast magnates Julius 
and Max Fleischmann…”

Some Club nicknames are fictional, 

perhaps because there were no 19th 
Century clubs to use as inspiration.  
That is the case with the Fort Myers 
Vagabonds BBC.  

Fort Myers was very much on the 
frontier with a small population well 
into the late 19th Century.  As such, the 
inspiration for a BBC came from Thomas 
Edison who wintered in Fort Myers 
during the 1920’s.  He was a baseball 
fan who often hosted the Philadelphia 
Athletics while they held Spring Training 
at Terry Park.  Edison and his pals 
Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone and John 
Burroughs basically invented the concept 
of the summer road trip.  The four called 
themselves the Vagabonds.  The sky-
blue knickers worn by the Vagabonds 
Vintage BBC honor the Union soldiers 
who garrisoned Fort Myers during the 
Civil War.

A new club could find inspiration for 
a club name by researching the  19th 
Century Army units associated with the 
new club’s home town or county.  The 
Civil War is incredibly rich with history 
and possibilities, but the post-Civil War 
miliary of the 1870-90’s is also a research 
option.

Union and Confederate states raised 
volunteer army regiments during the 
Civil War that  consisted of infantry, 
artillery, cavalry and special units like 
engineers.  Recruiting was normally 
done in a local area, such as a city or a 
county.  Some regiments raised early in 
the war had a militia unit as its nucleus.  
For example, the 14th Regiment New 
York State Militia (also called the 14th 
Brooklyn Chasseurs) was formed in 
1847 from citizens of Brooklyn, New 
York.  Originally, it functioned largely 
as a social club, but gradually took on 
more military duties during the 1850s.  

What’s in the Name 
of a Vintage  

Base Ball Club?

KEVIN DOYLE
THE VAGABONDS BASE BALL
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When brought into Federal service 
for the Civil War it was designated 
the 84th New York Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment.   Their stylish uniform, with 
its baggy red trousers and cap (kepi), 
was modeled after the French Chasseur 
style uniforms of the day. 

The majority of regiments were 
formed from scratch, often under the 
leadership of a prominent citizen.  For 
example, the 110th New York Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment was raised from 
men who lived in Oswego County, 
New York.  They fought down on the 
Mississippi River and participated in 
the siege and assault on Port Hudson, 
Louisiana.  In 1864, a detachment from 
Company I manned Fort Myers.

Did the 84th or 110th NY soldiers 
play base ball?  It is possible.  Base 
ball spread South during the Civil War 
because many soldiers from states like 
New York were already familiar aware 
or familiar with the game, as players or 
spectators. 

Another angle to consider is the 
large number of Irish and German 

immigrants who fought in Civil War 
armies.  The “German” XI Corps of the 
Union Army was composed of mostly 
German American regiments and they 
played a significant role at the Battle of 
Gettysburg. Both the 69th New York 
and 69th Pennsylvania were largely 
Irish in heritage.  

Besides State units, there were the 
“Regulars” of the standing Federal 
army.  Although small in number at the 
start of the war, these units expanded 
rapidly and recruited from all over the 
country.  An example is the 13th US 
Infantry Regiment, “First at Vicksburg” 
and General Grant’s Headquarters 
guard.

For Civil War-era army units, a 
good first place to start research 
is at the Library of Congress Civil 
War Regimental Histories – Freely 
Accessible State Military Sources:

 https://guides.loc.gov/civil-war-
regimental-histories/digital-resources#s-
lib-ctab-22199548-1

Civil War reenactment and living 
history units have already done research 

on enough units that a new club 
might find information on history and 
uniforms from these hobbyists.

After the Civil War, volunteer 
regiments were disbanded, but the 
States maintained national guard or 
militia units.  Such units from the 1870-
90’s might be interesting to research. 
Pennsylvania has a formal PA National 
Guard History Project for their post-
Civil War units:

https://www.ngphistoryproject.com/
US Navy ships can also be a source 

for a new ball club’s name and persona.  
They operated both at sea and along 
all of the navigable rivers of the South.  
Although there are few accounts of 
sailors playing base ball, they did come 
in contact with their army comrades 
during river operations. There is a 
wonderful account from the diary 
of USMC Lt. Frank Church, who 
commanded the Marine guard on the 
U. S. Steamer Black Hawk, Admiral 
Porter’s flagship during the 1864 Red 
River Campaign.  March 3 – “Went 
on shore at 10 1/2 o’clock this morning 

1889 USS Chicago Base Ball Team 
 (Naval History & Heritage Command)
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and played base ball for about 3 hours. At 3 p. m. practiced with the 
revolver”.  March 10 – “Went out in the afternoon and exercised my 
men in company drill. Played a game of ball”.

During the Civil War, US Navy ship names were all over the place 
and lacked much standardization.  Confederate ships, although fewer in 
number, were often named for States or rivers. After the war, many of 
the new armored cruisers and battleships were named after the states or 
cities.

Uniforms for Civil War-inspired army units can be purchased from 
vendors who specialize in the attire of that era.  Because you are not 
recreating the entire Civil War soldier impression, you only need the 
basic attire that a soldier would have during a game of base ball.  That 
would include their government issued trousers, four-button long-
sleeved shirt, suspenders and hat (slough or kepi).  The hat can be 
decorated with the brass insignia, letters and numbers that signify the 
unit.  For any cool days, you could add a simple four-button sack coat, 
the standard jack of Civil War-era soldiers.  Unlike the Hollywood 
movies, any rank insignia would be sewn onto the sack coat and not 
onto the four-button shirt!

Pertinent Civil War navy attire would consist of drop-front trousers, 
undershirt and jumper, plus a flat, visorless cap.  All white, all dark blue 
or a mix of both colors is appropriate.  White is certainly a good choice 
for summer play. The name of ship that is being portrayed can be 
painted gold or embroidered onto a ribbon that wraps around the brow 
of the cap.  A Civil War USMC impression would look just like the 
army except the kepi insignia would consist of just the infantry bugle 
with a Gothic letter “M” on a red background inside of the infantry 
bugle.

Post-Civil War US army units and navy ship teams started wearing 
actual base ball uniforms as they began to formally compete against 
other civilian and service clubs.  The 1889 Base Ball Team of the USS 
Chicago is an example.

Vendors who can supply the army items are listed on the VBBA.
org website, including C&C Suttlery and Fall Creek Suttlery.  Civil 
War-era navy drop-front trousers are available, but jumpers and caps 
can be harder to acquire. A jumper sewing pattern can be obtained 
from the author of this article. The National Civil War Naval Museum 
in Port Columbus, Georgia carries a supply of jumper and caps.  A 
great resource is the Ship’s Company, the Civil War Navy living 
history volunteers on the USS Constellation in Baltimore Harbor 
(shipscompanyhistory.org/civil-war). 

Vendors who supply Civil War-era attire normally use materials 
authentic for the period, such as wool, cotton, cotton duck and linen.  
However, Civil War-era army trousers and sack coats are made with a 
weigh of wool that might feel too hot for summer play.  An alternative 
would be to work with a uniform vendor, such as Paula Weaver of K & 
P Weaver LLC, who designs and sews many of the uniforms used by 
VBBA clubs, along with period correct clothing for movie productions 
and special events.  Norma  Stockbridge at Stockbridge Sewing is 
another resource for making the Navy cap, a custom cap other than the 
Army kepi or a post-Civil War base ball cap.

Besides the ideas that this article might generate, know that Vintage 
Base Ball Clubs are always willing to answer questions. Good luck 
researching and selecting your new Club’s personality!

 Civil War Base Ball Player – Federal Navy

Civil War Base Ball Player - Federal Army 

Civil War 
Federal 

Army Kepi 
with Insignia US Navy Hat Band (SpanAmWar.com)
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INTRODUCING
Vintage Base Ball Association  

Merchandise Collection 
https://www.ourbrandstudio.com/vbba

Another way you can show your support for the VBBA
	 •	 VBBA 2025 Cooperstown Collection
	 •	 Classic VBBA Collection
	 •	 Vintage Base Ball Books 
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• Vendor discounts www.vbba.org/vendors/

• Team VBBA Liability Insurance www.vbba.org/membership-join/

• Quarterly VBBA Newsletter www.vbba.org/newsletter-archive/

• Historical Accuracy Support  rulesandcustoms@vbba.org

• Access to a National Network through the VBBA.org Website www.vbba.org

• 501c3 support

The VBBA supports the vintage base ball 
community through VBBA social media:

• Facebook: VBBA - Vintage Base Ball Association & VBBA Town Hall

• Instagram: vintage_base_ball_association

• X: VBBA @VBBA19c

• YouTube VBBA, Recordings of most VBBA conference presenters 2014 to 2024

• VBBA Today Podcast

VBBA Rules and Customs Committee has written up the back story to 
1858, 1860, 1864, and 1867 rules, www.vbba.org/rules-and-customs/

VBBA’s annual conference brings together members of the vintage 
base ball community. www.vbba.org

The VBBA works hard at servicing the vintage base ball community.

Like many volunteer organizations the work of a small number of 
volunteers is stretched a long way.

The VBBA asks for only a small amount of money to show your support 
for not only its benefits, but for the job it does to support the vintage 
base ball community beyond the benefits listed.

VBBA 
Member Benefits

Gary Schiappacasse 
PRESIDENT VBBA

VBBA Board Member since 2014, Vintage Base Ball Community member since 1999, 
Managed the Chicago Salmon for more than 20 years
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Join or Renew your 
membership in the VBBA 

V B B A  M E M B E R S H I P

Membership in the 
Vintage Base Ball 

Association is open and 
available to clubs as well 

as to individuals who 
would like to support 

the organization. 
Memberships are vital 

to the organization’s 
success.

	
• FULL MEMBER CLUBS  

$75/year or $125/two years*:  
full-fledged vintage club nines who play 

at least six games a year.
	

• ASSOCIATE CLUBS  
$50/year*:  

vintage clubs who play less than six 
games/year

	
• INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP  

$20/year*:  
individual ballists, civilian interpreters

Base Ball Player’s  
Chronicle newsletter

Invitation to National Convention

VBBA Directory Listing

Voting Rights (2 votes)

General Liability Insurance
The VBBA is covered whenever a local 
team plays. If, for example, a spectator 
gets hit by a stray ball and sues, the 
policy will respond to cover the natio-
nal organization. If the local team has 
no money, but is recognized as a VBBA 
member club then litigant will go to 
where the money is, the VBBA. 

***VBBA member clubs must contact 
the VBBA for VBBA certificates of in-
surance as required by specific venues 
and dates ***

Full
Member 

Clubs

Associate 
Member

Clubs
Individual

Membership
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The Massachusetts 
Game Baseball

From May, 2025, SABR Baseball Origins Com-
mittee/Protoball newsletter, Vol 5, No. 2 An artifact 
presentation at the 2025 “Fred” Conference highli-
ghted the difference between the baseball used in 
the Massachusetts rules game, and the one used in 
the New York Rules game.

In the mid-1850s, teams in and around New 
York City met in an attempt to standardize the 
baseball. They decided to regulate the weight of 
baseballs at 6–6.25 oz, and with a circumference 
of 10–10.25 inches. Over the next two decades, the 
size and weight standards were reduced to the mo-
dern 5-5.25 oz weight, 9-9.25 inches circumference.

1. In contrast, the ball used in Massachusetts ru-
les baseball was smaller and lighter. The MA rules 
allowed “soaking,” so having a baseball that caused 
less damage to the runner being “soaked” made 
sense. However, the softer baseball also made for 
a baseball that could not be hit as far, resulting is a 

less entertaining game for spectators. Two contem-
porary accounts confirm that the baseball used in 
the Amherst-Williams game of 1859, under the MA 
rules, was barely larger than a golf ball. 

2 “The Amherst ball weighed 2½ oz., and was 
6½ inches around. It was made by Mr.

Henry Hebard of North Brookfield, Mass., and 
was really a work of art. The Williams ball, we 
judged to be 7 inches in circumference, and not 
to exceed in weight 2 oz. It was also covered with 
leather of some light color, drab or buff, so as not 
to be easily distinguished by the batter.” Amherst 
Express account of Amherst-Williams College 7-1-
59 game.

“The ball used by Amherst was small, soft, and 
with so little elasticity that a hard throw upon the 
floor would cause a rebound of scarcely more than 
a foot.” Henry Chadwick in the New York Mercury, 
July 16, 1859.

1. Hersherger, “Strike Four” p. 121 says the ball per the 1857 rules had to weigh between 6 to 6.25 ounces, 
and measure 10 to 10.25 inches circumference. These measurements were a bit bigger than the stan-
dard cricket ball of the time, and bigger than today’s baseball. For a detailed discussion of cricket ball 
size over the centuries, see Green, “Cricketing Bygones” (1982).

2. A modern golf ball is 5.28 inches circumference. The Amherst game balls were closer
in size to a golf ball than to a modern baseball.

BRUCE ALLARDICE
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The images below show (bet-
ter than words can) how much 
smaller the Massachusetts Rules 
baseball was, compared to the 
“regulation” baseball.
 

Henry Dwight Hyde,  
Amherst player.
From John Thorn’s Our Game 
blog, May 23, 2023, courtesy 
Amherst College
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Striker to the Line:
The Birth of Vintage Base Ball 

GARY MONTI

On a hot summer afternoon, August 25, 1979, during 
a Civil War encampment, at Long Island’s Old 
Bethpage Village Restoration, two teams were formed 
to play a game of base ball.  The umpire called out 
“Striker to the Line,” today we say, “Batter Up.” It 
was at this moment that Vintage Base Ball was born.

The Mineola Washingtons, Old Bethpage Village, Bethpage, NY, 1980.   
John (Blue Streak)  Morrison is second from the right in first row. 



THE BASE BALL PLAYER’S CHRONICLE | 19 

In 1845, America was realizing its manifest 
destiny.  The nation’s urban centers were 
undergoing a rapid industrialization and were 
experiencing unprecedented population growth. 
Urban living created a culture shock. The American 
Transcendental movement was a reaction to this 
rapidly changing environment.  In 1845, Thoreau 
was at Walden Pond writing about growing his 
beans, and in 1845, a group of men gathered in New 
York City to play a new game called Base Ball.

An aspect of Transcendentalism was an adulation 
of nature. This is evident by the creation of New 
York’s Central Park, Brooklyn’s Prospect Park and 
its Greenwood Cemetery; the pastoral landscape 
designs of municipal parks and cemeteries were a 
feature of this time.  The first officially recorded 
base ball game (two words in the Nineteenth 
Century) was played on an the aptly named Elysian 
Fields (a blissful place) in Hoboken. The game was 
played in New Jersey because there was not suitable 
open ground in Manhattan.  

In 1855, Walt Whitman wrote that, “I see great 
things in base ball.  It’s our game – the American 
game. It will take our people out of doors, fill them 
with oxygen, give them a larger physical stoicism. 
Tend to relieve us from being a nervous dyspeptic 
set.  Repair these losses and be a blessing to us.” 

The first organized base ball team that played 
by rules that were a direct precursor to modern 
baseball was the New York Knickerbockers. A 
member of that team, Alexander Cartwright, has in 
the past been credited as the originator of modern 
baseball. However, Knickerbocker team co-founder 
Daniel “Doc” Adams” is now recognized as the 
father of baseball.  He codified the rules of the game 
that have continued to this day. Adams is considered 
by baseball historians to the the most influential 
person in the history of the game. Besides the 
diamond shape of the field, his “Knickerbocker 
Rules” specified ninety-foot base paths, three 
outs per inning, and the creation of the short stop 
position, making it nine players on the field.  Doc 
Adams was the first person to play the position that 
he invented. 

 Baseball’s roots come from the English game 
of Rounders, which resembled baseball, but had 
a rectangular field layout rather than a diamond 
shape, and it had very different rules. Most notable 
of the Rounders rules, and one that many wrongly 
associate with early base ball, is that a base runner 
could be called out after being “soaked” or hit by a 
thrown ball.  Rounders was called Town Ball in the 
United States, variants of which were also known as 
the Massachusetts game and the Philadelphia game.

Sportswriter Henry Chadwick wrote in 1860, 
“This invigorating exercise and manly pastime may 
now be justly termed the American game of ball, for 
though of English origin, it’s been so modified and 
improved of late years in this country, as almost to 
deprive it of any of its original features”

The Myth of Abner Doubleday and Baseball
Let’s dispel the myth.  Abner Doubleday had 

nothing to do with baseball.  In 1905 former 
star player, team owner and sporting goods 
magnate Albert Spaulding created the “Special 
Commission,” headed up by A.G. Mills, former 
president of the National League.  It became 
known as the Mills’ Commission. At the turn of 
the century, there was a movement to find the 
American origins of institutions and conventions, 

disassociating them from European influences; in 
this case reputing that baseball had evolved from 
the English game of Rounders.

The Mills Commission received a letter from 
and elderly man Abner Graves who was then living 
in Colorado.  Graves claimed that as a young boy 
in 1839, he witnessed fellow Cooperstown, New 
York resident, Abner Doubleday sitting under a 
tree next to nearby Glimmerglass Lake, and that 
Doubleday with pencil and paper in hand laid out 
the field dimensions and the rules of what would 
become baseball. That was good enough for Albert 
Spaulding and the Mills Commission who officially 
designated Doubleday as the creator of baseball.  
A.G. Mills acquiesced to this even though he didn’t 
believe it, because Mills was friends with Abner 
Doubleday for twenty years prior to Doubleday’s 
death in 1893.  Mills claimed that Doubleday never 
mentioned baseball.

Doubleday was readily chosen by the Mills 
Commission because he was a Civil War hero.  He 
was Major Robert Anderson’s executive officer at 
Fort Sumter, and it was he who fired the first return 
shot at the Confederate batteries.  He later rose to 
the rank of Major General and was instrumental in 
beating back the Confederate attack on the left wing 
of the Union lines on the first day of the battle at 
Gettysburg.

Doubleday never spoke about baseball. He 
kept a daily diary from the age of fifteen to his 
death; baseball does not appear anywhere in its 
pages.  Also, in 1839, when he purportedly was in 
Cooperstown inventing the game, he was at West 
Point as a cadet.  It gets worse. A few years after the 
commission’s findings, the source of this, legend, 
Abner Graves a raging alcoholic, suffering from 
dementia, was remanded to a mental intuition after 
murdering his wife.  The Baseball Hall of Fame 
Museum opened in 1939, at the centennial of and as 
a result this myth. The Hall of Fame later debunked 
the Mills Commission’s findings and the reason for 
its location in Cooperstown. However, the legend 
lives on. 

The Birth of Vintage Base Ball
Vintage Base Ball originated at Nassau County’s 

Old Bethpage Village Restoration (OBVR). It had 
a curious beginning for a program that would go 
on to become one of the most successful practices 
of living history in the country. Old Bethpage 
Village is a museum portraying mid-nineteenth 
century Long Island. It is a division of the Nassau 
County Parks Department.  In 1979, the village Site 
Director Elizabeth Hitz, asked Research Curator 
(Terry) Harrison Hunt to look into the possibility of 
creating a historic baseball game. Her motivation 
was that the County Parks Commissioner was an 
avid baseball fan.

Hunt consulted period local newspapers and 
found that they covered community-based ball 
games.  He discovered two early town teams 
playing in 1859, the Mineola Washingtons 
and the Hempstead Eurekas. He directed his 
part time research assistant James McKenna, 
who was a history major at Hofstra University, 
to find instructions on how to play the game.  
McKenna consulted a volume that contained 
the 1859 “Knickerbocker Rules.”  Armed with 
this information, Hunt and the village’s program 
coordinator Rick Jagels set out bring the old game 
back to life.   

The next step for Harrison Hunt, was to find 
players.  As it happened, he was on a bowling 
league run by John Morrison.  Morrison, who would 
in later years become an icon of vintage base ball 
also happened to head up a men’s softball league. 
The game at the 1979 Civil War encampment at 
Old Bethpage Restoration, “Old Time Base Ball” 
as it was named, was first played by choosing up 
sides amongst the Union soldier reenactors to play 
against Morrison’s softball team TKB (Tappa Kega 
of Beer). This first game experiment was successful 
so, Hunt and Jagels moved forward to make Old 
Time Base Ball a regular program at the village the 
following year.

The year chosen to represent was 1864 which 
is the mid-range date for the village’s overall 
interpretation, though the game was played by a 
rudimentary version of the 1859 rules.  In the first 
regular season in 1980, Morrison’s TKB team 
became the Mineola Washingtons and he arranged 
for another team in his league to be the Hempstead 
Eurekas; The Washingtons’ uniforms were blue, the 
Eurekas, grey.  This began the tradition of The Old 
Time Base Ball program at the village as being all 
volunteer, a tradition that continues to this day.  

The Association for Living History and 
Agricultural Museums (ALFAM) is an organization 
that serves those involved in living historical farms, 
agricultural museums and outdoor museums of 
history and folklife. Members of ALFAM get 
together at their annual convention and share 
programming ideas.  Old Bethpage Village’s Rick 
Jagels attended the July 1980 conference and 
presented its Old Time Base Ball program.  The 
Ohio Historical Society ran with the idea and in 
1981 created the Muffins base ball team at its living 
history museum, Ohio Village in Columbus.  (a 
“muffin” is a base ball player who can’t catch. It’s 
where the term to “muff it” derives).

Playing the Old Game
Visitors entering Old Bethpage Village 

Restoration see a familiar sight of a baseball game 
being played in a historic setting. Doug Stewart, 
writing his cover story for Smithsonian Magazine, 
described the setting as, “Nostalgia incarnate, a 
grass field, wooden benches and backstop, and 
in the distance a red barn with a gambrel roof of 
1840’s vintage.” The first difference visitors notice 
besides, the nineteenth-century uniforms, was that 
none of the players wore mitts - bare-handed play 
was the norm until the early 1890s.  Then there was 
the “bound” rule, meaning that a ball can be caught 
on one bounce for an out anywhere on the field, 
including foul territory, and including a foul tip to 
the catcher on any pitched ball.  A runner could 
advance on a bound out without being required to 
tag up as when the out was the result of a caught fly.  
This one rule made the strategy of this version of 
base ball very different then its modern successors. 

From 1859 to 1872 pitching was underhand from 
within two pitcher’s lines 45 feet from home plate. 
After 1873, pitching was three-quarters (side arm), 
55 feet to home plate; in 1874 a pitcher’s box at that 
same distance was introduced. The modern game 
has a pitcher’s mound 60 – ½ feet from home plate. 
When a pitcher has a bad outing, an old terminology 
is still used to this day, it is sometimes said that 
he got “knocked out of the box,” even though the 
pitcher’s box hasn’t existed for 130 years.
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The Ball. The pre-1868 vintage ball has 
crisscrossing stitches known as the lemon peel 
design, versus the modern pattern where the seams 
run parallel at points for a better grip for the pitcher. 
The vintage ball is roughly six ounces in weight 
and ten inches in circumference. It is larger than 
a modern baseball at five ounces and a nine-inch 
circumference.  Compositions are different, rubber 
vs. a cork core. From 1868 going forward, the 
baseball - looked like and was the same size as a 
modern baseball, though it kept the rubber core 
until 1918 when cork core was implemented. The 
cork center ball came to be known as the “Live 
Ball.” Balls with rubber cores, which up until then 
were called baseballs are now referred to as the 
“Dead Ball,” because rubber core balls did not carry 
as far as its cork offspring. The cork ball changed 
the game.  It ushered in the “Live Ball Era,” also 
known as the “Home Run Era” of baseball.

The Bat. The bat size was not stipulated until 
1868. Prior to that, the recommended bat sizes 
were 30 to 40 inches in length but there were no 
restrictions. Players used any wooden length that 
they could their hands on to fashioned into bats. 
Wagon wheel spokes were utilized for instance. 
Bats lasted many seasons.  Old Bethpage’s original 
pump handle bat was used for 14 seasons before a 
player absconded with it. 

The Rebirth of Vintage Base Ball at OBVR
From 1980 to 1989, four games a season were 

played at the Restoration Village, once a month 
from June to September.  Though it was the first of 
its kind anywhere, it was a sleepy little program, 
and its vintage rules were spotty at best in their 
accuracy. The rules, besides the bats and balls, 
along with the one bounce out rule and the absence 
of gloves, left much to be desired.  Once the 
program was initiated by the village curators, it was 
left to the volunteer TKB players to carry out the 
game.  

By 1991, the program was down to one game a 
year, which was a shame and made it hardly worth 
doing.  At this time, this writer (a player starting 
in1986), was the Nassau County Museums’ Special 
Projects Curator and did many outsourced events.  
In 1990, I learned that documentary filmmaker 
Ken Burns was following his Civil War series with 
one on baseball.  I suggested to my director that 
we should take advantage of what will be a popular 
documentary series and do more with vintage base 
ball, to take it on the road to local communities and 
perhaps form new teams that could play there and 
at Old Bethpage.  He shot the idea right down. He 
was not interested in baseball and said that visitors 
to Old Bethpage would much rather watch decoy 
carving and quilt making.  I knew it was a good 
idea and wasn’t ready to let it go.  At the time, I was 
the president of the Westbury Historical Society.  
I concocted an idea to have the society sponsor 
an 1887 base ball team called the “Westburys” 

(an actual team of the time) and also put together 
a second team to play in communities.  I made 
contacted with the people heading up the Freeport 
Centennial Committee because I heard that as part 
of their commemorations they were recreating 
a period base ball team, The Freeport Athletics” 
(again, an actual team of the period). 

 I made arrangements with the Freeport team 
to play community games. I chose 1887 because 
I didn’t want to directly compete with the 1860s 
program at Old Bethpage. It wasn’t a matter of 
a conflict of interest because by this time I left 
the county museums and moved to the Brooklyn 
Museum; it was a courtesy, though not much of one.  
We played that summer season six times and it was 
great fun.  At the end of the season, I got a call from 
Ken Balcom, the Asst. Supervisor at Old Bethpage 
who suggested that I bring 1887 base ball to the 
village.  The director who turned me down had 
retired and Ken was as much into doing something 
with the base ball program as I was.  So, in 1992 we 
played around twenty games in two leagues, 1864, 
and 1887.  

The program immediately began to grow, 
more teams were added to both leagues.  In 1994 
something amazing happened.  Major League 
Baseball went on strike, which angered all baseball 
fans, a result of which we were inundated with 
the media using us as a positive juxtaposition 
against the pros.  The program’s player recruitment 
skyrocketed so that by the following summer the 
program grew to four 1864 teams and six 1887 
teams, we played 60 games that season. 

The 1864 teams were the Mineola Washingtons, 
the Hempstead Eurekas, The Brooklyn Excelsiors, 
and The Huntington Suffolks.  The 1887 teams 
were the Westburys, the Freeport Athletics, the 
Hicksville Ozones, the Glen Head Zig Zags, the 
Cold Spring Spiders, and the Bellmore Seminoles.  
All these teams were extant in the 19th century.

It was not uncommon to recruit visitors to the 
village to play in a game, especially so in the 1980s, 
when it was difficult to field two teams due to the 
paucity of games.  This practice which continues 
to a lesser to extent today involves visitors who ask 
how they can get involved.  Many very good players 
started this way, some who would become stalwarts 
to the program.  There was one such recruit who 
would go on to transform everything.

Old Dutch
In July 1994 during an 1864 game, in which I 

was the umpire, a lone visitor stood to the side of 
the field watching intently for the entire game. At its 
conclusion this very serious looking man of small 
stature approached me and said that we weren’t 
doing things exactly right, namely that the home 
plate should be round, like a dinner plate, that the 
base runners should be leading off the base and 
stealing, and that the striker’s count of three swings 
was wrong.  That was just for starters.  I asked this 
curious man to join us at our “pro-club,” which 

were picnic tables on the edge of Old Bethpage’s 
parking lot.  Players would go there following the 
game for refreshments, to critique the game just 
played, and to engage in general banter. The man’s 
name was Al Dieckmann.  We quickly realized that 
Al knew what he was talking about. We invited him 
to suit up for the following week’s game, which he 
did.

Nicknames are a feature of vintage base ball.  
Many players attain these names organically, not 
by choice.  The prevalence of using these names 
results in players, who have participated with one 
another for years, not knowing each’s real names.  
Case in point, the program has an English player, 
Danny.  He played for twenty-two years without 
acquiring a nickname.  One day he broke down and 
told us that his name wasn’t Danny, it was Davey, 
he never corrected anyone.  From then on everyone 
called him Davey-Danny. That’s how a nickname 
is acquired.   Other notable, well-earned nicknames 
to list a few include, Daffy, Big Bat, Dirt, Wheels, 
Kid Speed, Squid, Legs, Dandy, Pockets, Foul Ball 
Willy, Wildhorse, Two Bag, Peach. 

Old Dutch Dieckmann joined the program as a 
player.  He immersed himself in researching the 
particulars of the old game.  Old Dutch garnered 
his nickname because of his German descent, that 
he was the second oldest player in the program, and 
because he was widely respected. He did not focus 
on just the 1864 and 1887 rules. It was his belief 
that you can’t generalize about the rules, namely 
referring to 1860s, 1870s or 1880s baseball because 
the rules they changed so often, every year had its 
particularities. 

Prior to Al’s research we were playing “1860s” 
baseball with a softball flair.  While we did play the 
one bounce out rule and not wear gloves, the rest 
of what we did was filled in by beer league softball 
rules.  There were no called balls or strikes, no 
stealing, no leading off the base, and three swings 
for the striker; if the striker swings three times 
whether they’re misses or foul balls, it was an out. 
The Muffins from Ohio played in a similar fashion 
but they added their own twists which are call 
conventions.  The Muffins didn’t permit sliding into 
a base or a fielder jumping for a ball because they 
did not believe that a gentleman’s feet should leave 
the ground. They also had the novel practice of a 
runner who safely crosses home plate having to ring 
a bell.

Al Dieckmann purchased every annual Beadle’s 
Ball Guide for the years 1860 to 1881.  He combed 
through these small volumes and other recounts 
of games in other guides and in newspapers.  He 
developed a comprehensive set of rules, year 
appropriate, for the program to adopt. They 
included, but not limited to the following:
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1864 Rules
• Leading and stealing of bases were permitted.
• The umpire had total discretion on how he 

called pitches. Some didn’t call balls and strikes, 
others did. If the umpire thought the game was 
being unduly delayed, he would call “Ball to Bat,” 
which was a warning to the pitcher that he would 
start calling balls on bad pitches. Three balls after 
a warning resulted in a walk.  Accordingly, if the 
striker was letting too many good pitches pass 
without swinging, the umpire would penalize the 
striker with a warning, then would call strikes on 
good balls that were not swung at.  Three strikes 
after a warning was a called out. A feature in some 
games during the1864 playing year was that the 
umpire would call strikes only when there were 
runners on base, disallowing the striker to take too 
many good pitches thus giving the base runners 
more opportunities to steal a base.

•  A striker upon hitting the ball could not 
overrun first base.  If he did, he could be tagged out.  
This meant that the striker had to slide into first on a 
close play to stop his momentum.

• Where the batted ball first touches the ground 
determines whether it is fair or foul.  This differs 
from modern baseball where a fair or foul ball is 
defined by its ultimate trajectory out of the infield.

• The “Fair-Foul” rule. As noted above the 
determination of a fair or foul ball is where it first 
touches, thereby creating an unusual feature of the 
old game.  A skilled striker can hit the ball straight 
down in fair territory in the infield and have it roll 
foul.  It is very difficult for a fielder to get to this 
ball and make a play to first base.  Starting in 1877, 
when the Fair-Foul was no longer a rule, hitting a 
ball straight down in fair territory, in front of home 
plate, became known as the “Baltimore Chop.” 

• No base runner can advance on a foul ball.  This 
rule is crucial to base running strategy.  In modern 
baseball a base runner will run to the next base 
upon hearing the sound of the bat hitting the ball.  
If the ball goes into foul territory, the runner gets 
a “free back,” meaning he can walk or trot back 
to the base he had occupied, touch it with his foot 
and wait for play to resume.  Not so in 1864.  If a 
runner is caught off base after a foul ball, even if it’s 
not caught on a fly, he must get back to the base he 
occupied before the ball sets into the hands of the 
pitcher, who can then throw the ball to a baseman 
to step on the base for an out, or he can position 
himself on the base to make the out himself.  There 
is no tagging up on a caught foul ball. This rule can 
create great hazard for a base runner.  It’s the bane 
of rookie players.

• Batting order.  During the course of the game, 
the batting order is determined by who made the 
last out.  For instance, if a runner is on second base 
with a double and then is followed by a striker who 
hits the ball, then the third out is made on the runner 
going from second to third base making him the last 
out. At the start of the teams’ next inning, the last 
striker is up again.  

• There was no infield “round the horn” between 
each inning.  This practice started in the summer 
of 1921 when the first baseball game was carried 
on the radio. The players threw the ball around the 
infield to kill time for commercials.

• The last major difference was significant.  Foul 
balls were not strikes. As noted earlier a foul tip 
back to the catcher on any pitched ball is caught 
by the catcher either on a fly or on one bounce is a 
“hand down” what is called an “out” today. This 
happens often to the great frustration to the striker.

The 1887 game was also improved by Al 
Dieckmann’s research. It was very different from 
the 1864 game but still different from modern 
baseball.  It’s an overhand game with a pitcher’s 
box at fifty-five feet from home plate. The batter’s 
count was five balls and four strikes. Four balls 
and three strikes that we are familiar with today 
did not become the norm until 1889. As in the 1864 
rules, the base runner did not get a free back on 
foul ball.  The ball would first have to get into the 
hands of the pitcher who could then throw out the 
errant runner.  The difference was that the pitcher 
had to stay in his box. Old Dutch showed us that as 
in 1864, foul balls were not counted as strikes and 
that in the 1887 game a foul tip into the hands of the 
catcher on any swing, not just the last strike, was 
an out. The rule changes in both the 1864 and 1887 
games, especially the one on base stealing met with 
opposition from many of the players. 

Presentism, as defined by Websters Dictionary, 
is “An attitude toward the past dominated by 
present day attitudes and experiences.” Some 
players insisted that it was impossible to throw out 
a base runner without fielding mitts.  The research 
and game accounts spoke otherwise.  Most of the 
vintage players are baseball enthusiasts who were 
intrigued by the old game. However, some brought 
their preconceptions with them.  One 1887 player 
complained saying why don’t we stop this nonsense 
and put on our mitts.  He was told that there were 
plenty of baseball fields down the road at the State 
Park and that perhaps he should consider going 
there.  He stuck around and came around as did all 
the players.

We called the field at Old Bethpage, the “Field 
Laboratory.” We would take the old rules and see 
how they played out.  We learned that this was a 
different way to play the game and, not only did the 
old rules work, but the field experience also showed 
us why rule adjustments were made year by year. 
Before long the players realized that mitts were 
unnecessary and that their predecessors knew what 
they were doing.

Ken Balcom, Assistant Site Director at Old 
Bethpage once remarked, “By recreating the old 
game we have created a new sport.”  It’s important 
to note that vintage base ball is not a reenactment, 
it’s a recreation of the early game.  For instance, a 
Civil War reenactor goes off to replicate a specific 
battle knowing the predetermined outcome and 

knowing that he will be coming home for dinner, 
alive.  While the stakes are not that high in vintage 
baseball, the rule of play determines the game’s 
outcome. This makes vintage base ball the purest 
form of living history.  

Prior to 1994, the media who covered us did 
“fluff” pieces.  The print media wasn’t too bad, 
but the TV stations would send their “hilarious” 
morning guy or sometimes the weather guy to play 
in a game and act goofy.  We did not mind this 
so much because any publicity was good for the 
program. In 1996, an old school sportswriter from 
Newsday did a piece on us.  He got what we were 
trying to do and wrote a wonderful multi-page 
story.  This led to a photojournalist, who published 
his piece in the American Airlines in-flight 
magazine which was read by the sportswriter for 
the Boston Globe who, in 1997, did a major story 
on us that appeared on the front page of the sports 
section on the first day of that year’s World Series.  
The Smithsonian article followed that.  At one time 
or another we were in every major newspaper and 
on multiple TV shows, notably ESPN and all three 
networks.

On The Road
In late 1995, Al Dieckmann proposed that we 

form traveling team for the following season. 
The team would become a recreation of the 
Brooklyn Atlantics, a powerhouse team of its 
time.  Fortunately, there are many photographs and 
drawings of the Atlantics, it being such a prestigious 
team. This allowed us to accurately replicate their 
uniforms.   Our Long Island town team uniforms 
are based on generic unform colors and designs 
of the period.  There are no photos of these teams.  
That’s because up until the turn of the Twentieth 
Century, photographs were a luxury item.  By 1900 
photographers would canvas neighborhoods to 
contract with families for a photo in front of their 
houses.  Prior to that, if you had the means, you 
might have a photo of your wedding, or a memorial 
photo of you dead. 

The new Brooklyn Atlantics was formed as an 
independent team made up of the best players on 
the Old Bethpage team rosters.  It was not part of 
the Old Bethpage season schedule. It was formed 
expressly for the purpose of travel and festivals.  

As a result of all the local and national publicity 
about the program Old Bethpage Village was 
receiving numerous requests for information 
on how to start a team. The Atlantics went up 
and down the east coast and west to Ohio and 
Minnesota, and north to Canada.  Teams there were 
created soon after.  There were about thirty teams 
in 1992. The Ohio Muffins were similarly engaged 
in demonstrating the game.  The results of which 
is that by 1998 there were seventy teams in the 
northeast and mid-west.

For 1998, Old Dutch organized the first vintage 
base ball festival at Old Bethpage.  Teams from the 
East and the Midwest participated.  For the first 
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time, the Ohio Muffins were on the same playing 
field as the Old Bethpage teams.  Three games 
at a time on three different fields would play by 
three different rule sets.  The rules had been 
so well researched that it was possible to play 
different games of different years simultaneously. 
A visitor to the village could watch an 1887 or 
1884 game, on one field, then move on to an 
1873 game on the next field, and ultimately see 
an 1864 game on yet another field.  The festival 
was such a success that it has become an annual 
event, always on the first weekend of August.  Old 
Bethpage hosted the 26th this year.

The Atlantics would later split and a new 
traveling team, the New York Mutuals was 
formed.  A later split of the Mutuals resulted 
in another team, The Brooklyn Eckfords.  The 
Mutuals and the Eckfords, like the Atlantics, were 
powerhouse teams of the nineteenth-century. The 
Atlantics moved to a historical society farm field 
in Suffolk County where they host teams when 
not traveling. The Mutuals and the Eckfords do 
the same. Their home field is at Old Bethpage.  
While the Eckfords travel, they are also part of 
the season schedule of games at the village. 

The Mutuals are strictly a traveling team, but 
they like the Eckfords and the Atlantics play 
at the village for special exhibition games and 
festivals. These teams have been instrumental in 
the growth of vintage base ball. Today, there are 
more than four-hundred teams in twenty states, 
and in Canada. Gettysburg held its 14th annual 
festival this July. Thirty teams participated in 
sixty-two games over the weekend; thousands of 
spectators attended.

The Old Time Base Ball program at Old 
Bethpage Village was being taken seriously 
which was good because we were serious about 
what we were doing. Occasionally we would still 
get the local TV personality to do his thing as a 
player, but we made sure he would go home with 
some bruises.  We didn’t much like fluff pieces 
anymore.  That brings us to 2004 when Conan 
O’Brien came.  He did the goofiest bit that has 
ever been done on us. We loved it.  He regularly 
credits this piece as the best thing he has ever 
done. He told his staff that he wants it played at 
his funeral.  The piece has to date five million 
views on YouTube.  It has done wonders towards 
the creation of new teams around the country.

The Old Time Base Ball program at Old 
Bethpage will start its 45th season in April with 
the annual New York-New Jersey Cup Festival. 
One player, John “Blue Streak” Morrison, 
Captain of the blue shirted Mineola Washingtons 
has played every season since the program’s 

inception in 1979, thus making him the longest 
continuous vintage base ball player in the world.  
John did not receive his Blue Streak moniker until 
late into his playing career. It was based on his 
base running speed, more specifically his lack 
thereof.

Al “Old Dutch” Dieckmann passed away 
in 2001. His mantel has been picked up by 
player researchers, Ed “Pigtail” Elmore and 
Dean “Bucket” Emma, of the Atlantics, Tom 
“Big Bat” Fesolowich of the Mutuals, and Eric, 
“The Express” Miklich of the Eckfords.  Eric 
complied all the rules for all the years including 
field layouts, equipment, and other technical 
details into a book available on his website 
“19thcbaseball.com.”  Old Dutch’s legacy also 
continues through his past efforts in the creation 
of the VBBA (Vintage Base Ball Association) a 
national organization dedicated to the promotion 
of vintage base ball.

We all have our own takes on the old game. 
Some simply enjoy the new way of playing a 
game that they love. Others delve into the game’s 
rich history, then there’s the way that it looks on 
the field, the old colorful quaint looking uniforms 
against a verdant background that is timeless.  
The participants of the four hundred plus vintage 
base ball teams should take great pride in their 
dedication to the old game and to the high level on 
how they play it. It’s a beautiful thing to behold.

“The one constant 
through all the years has 
been baseball. Americas 
rolled by like an army of 
steamrollers. It has been 
erased like a blackboard, 
rebuilt and erased again. 
But baseball has marked 
the time.  This field, this 
game is a part of our past, 
it reminds us of all that 
once was good and could 
be good again.” 

 – FIELD OF DREAMS
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Cooperstown Bat Company

Since 1981, Cooperstown Bat Company has 
specialized in game bats for play, custom personalized 
engravings and autographed bats. Their pro 
model bats are available for players of all levels 
from the beginner through to the Major Leagues. 
Cooperstown bat is being used in several MLB 
organizations, American Legion, Babe Ruth, travel 
team, and high school players. Cooperstown Bat 
Company also makes various vintage base ball bats, 
including acorn, knobless, bottle bat and split grip 
(double knob). You can see their bats being turned 
at the company’s factory location in Hartwick, just 
15 minutes from Cooperstown. Don’t forget when 
ordering to use your VBBA Member Code vbba1996 
to get your 15% discount. Visit cooperstownbat.com 
for more information.

 
James Country Mercantile
James Country Mercantile started life in 1985 as 
James Country Muzzleloading, right in the heart 
of the area which bred and nurtured Frank and 
Jesse James. James Country Mercantile is now one 
of the largest sutleries in existence, offering a full 
line of historically accurate goods, custom sewing, 
research, consultation, and associated services. Don’t 
forget when ordering to use your VBBA Member 
Code vbba1996 to get your 15% discount. Visit 
jamescountry.com for more information.

 
K&P Weaver
Since 1994, K & P Weaver, LLC features 
reproductions of historic vintage base ball uniforms 
of the 19th Century and early-20th Century, 
equipment and more. K & P uniforms, clothing 
and accessories can be found across the ballfields of 
America to historical landmarks and museums such 
as the National Baseball Hall of Fame, Smithsonian 
Institution, MLB All-Star FanFest, and they’ve 
been seen in the HBO Documentaries “The Curse 
of the Bambino,” “Hitler’s Pawn,” and films such 
as “Dummy Hoy” and “Cop Out.” Member Code 
vbba1996 to get your 10% discount due to rising 
material costs for the purchase of team shirts, and 
knickers and trousers. Visit baseballamericaspastime.
com for more information.

 Stockbridge Sewing Works
Stockbridge Sewing Works has all of your 19th 
century needs for hats and other sewing projects.
Contact Norma Hildebrand to discuss hats, 
banners, and any other items she may be able to 
make for you. No head to big or too small. Fit and 
quality guaranteed. Hand crafted one at a time in 
the USA. Don’t forget when ordering to use your 
VBBA Member Code vbba1996 to get your 15% 
discount. Visit stockbridgesewingworks.com for 
more information.
 

Phoenix Bat Company
Since 1996, Phoenix Bat Co. has been crafting 
wood bats outside of Columbus, Ohio. Phoenix Bats 
starts by purchasing only pro-grade wood to deliver 
a quality bat to you and pros alike. Their bats are 
only made from American top-grade woods like rock 
maple, yellow birch and northern white ash. History 
and Background of Phoenix Bat Co. Founder and 
former owner Lefty Trudeau started playing 19th 
Century baseball for the Ohio Historical Society in 
1991. In 1996, he was restoring old houses for a living 
and had a small wood shop. “The Historical Society 
knew my shop included an old lathe and they asked 
if I could make some bats typical of the 1860s,” 
Trudeau recalled. “I agreed. Little did I expect how 
much I would have to learn or how much fun I 
would have. Not only did my team like the bats but 
the teams we were playing started asking me to make 
bats for them as well.” Don’t forget when ordering to 
use your VBBA Member Code vbba1996 to get your 
15% discount. Visit phoenixbats.com/vintage-bats 
for more information.

19th Century Base Ball
If you want to get the ball that started it all, then you 
want 19th Century Base Ball. Call Eric Miklich at 
631-796-5200 or e-mail info@19cbaseball.com.
Said Ron Swoboda, star of the 1969 New York Mets, 
19cBaseball.com is “truly a one-of-a-kind resource 
for in-depth information related to the history of 
our great sport. I encourage all baseball enthusiasts 
to visit the site to learn more about how the game 
really began.” Don’t forget when ordering to use 
your VBBA Member Code vbba1996 to get your 
15% discount. Visit 19cBaseball.com for more 
information.

 

USA Smacker Bats
USA Smacker Bats makes all its bats by hand, not 
by machine. “If a vintage ballist wants to be true 
to the time period of play, we are the company to 
use,” proprietor Brian Carter says. Smacker Bats are 
handmade by craftsmen (including Carter) behind 
a lathe ... shaping, sanding, staining/ painting and 
striping the bats just like the originals back in the 
1800s. With a quick turnaround between 1-2 weeks, 
these bats are all American, with all American tools 
and materials. “We believe in quality of quantity,” 
Carter says. Their pricing is competitive as well.
“We love the history of the base ball bat, which 
bleeds into our passion for making them. We are 
obsessed with base ball bats.” Don’t forget when 
ordering to use your VBBA Member Code vbba1996 
to get your 15% discount. Contact Brian Carter at 
smacker@comcast.net or visit smackerbats.com/
vintage.

The Bulldog Bat Company
Almost Any Company Can Make a Baseball Bat in 
a Lab. But no other company is able to match the 
quality of a handmade bat. That is why numerous 
vintage and modern teams and leagues across the 
nation are making the switch to Bulldog Bats. Find 
out why you should make the switch to Bulldog 
Bats for vintage baseball bats, youth baseball bats, 
modern bats and more! Balls, Bats, Gloves, and 
More: Whatever you need for your vintage baseball 
team, we have it. Whether you need vintage baseball 
bats, gloves, balls, or chest protectors, if you need 
it, we have it. Just select on of the tabs under here 
to view everything we offer. Please contact orders@
bulldogbatsonline.com with any questions and to 
order.  Follow us on Facebook for all the very latest 
on The Bulldog Bat Company including news and 
promotions!

V B B A  V E N D O R  S P O T L I G H T


