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VBBA President’s Corner

VBBA Members,

Well, base ball season is underway, and possibly
by the time you read this your season may even
be winding down. The season moves fast, and it is
hard to believe how quick it is over. While following
the VBBA Town Hall page on Facebook, I have
seen a lot of fantastic venues, and events that clubs
have played at this year. In addition, [ have also
taken note of some new clubs that have joined the
world of Vintage Base Ball. These

suggestions. Don’t argue about ...“who does what”
or how...“this club does such-and-such wrong.” We
need to keep ourselves current with the most recent
research, or interpretation, and encourage clubs that
are not members to join the association. Joining
shows others that you are all part of something bigger
picture, and believe in the same ideas. We are not all
on the same page, but we can get a lot closer.

As we near the end of this season, take a look
and set some goals for improvement next season. Sew

up that torn shirt, put a fresh coat of

observations all point to the fact that
we as Vintage Base Ball players are
still sharing the history of base ball
far and wide, and enjoying the heck
out of it as we do.

While marveling at all that is
new in Vintage Base Ball, I can’t help
but look at this “new” in the light
of our mission statement, and goals
that the association promotes on our
website. We need to make sure that
along with the actual game play, that
we keep our presentation to the pubic sharp, and
up-to-date. Right here in the pages of this newsletter
we work to provide interesting articles on a wide
spectrum of base ball topics. Reading and sharing
this newsletter with your club is a great way to find
that “new” for your club. There are plenty of clubs
who do things well, and we are seeing them in the
Facebook posts. Clubs that do thi ell will outlast
those that don’t. What is something 1l can do?
As VBBA member clubs, we can mentor each othe]i,
and challenge others clubs to do better. Be open to

'\ INTAGE BASE EIE'LL.
ASSODCIATION |

paint on your shoes, and leave that
Apple watch and sunglasses on the
sideline. The games we play on the
field are getting better every year, but
what are we doing to improve what
others see?

Moving on to something lighter,
it is never too early to bring up
the VBBA Conference. In 2026
the event will be held in Phoenix,
Arizona, March 13 to 15. This is
an obvious attempt for East meets
West interaction, and to drive a “Golden Spike” for
Vintage Base Ball, as this will be the first Conference
west of Missouri. As a face-to-face opportunity
to get together, and meet the people behind the
“nicknames,” this interactive weekend offers
speakers, and discussion of base ball topics that can
benefit your Vintage Base Ball presentation. Arizona
will be a great venue to see Vintage Base Ball alive
and well in a month where most of us (Midwest and
Eastern states) are only able to dream about opening
day while sitting around the hot stove. s
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Ed “Molasses” Shuman
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REMEMBER AS YOUR CLUB PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
THAT THE VBBA IN ADDITION TO LIA- BILITY INSU-
RANCE, OFFERS ITS MEMBER BALL CLUBS UP TO A
15% DISCOUNT ON NINE VENDOR'’S PRODUCTS. THE
MERCHANT CODE FOR VBBA MEMBERS IS VBBAI1996.
THEY INCLUDE:

15% DISCOUNT

Phoenix Bats:
www.phoenixbats.com

Stockbridge Sewing Works:
www.stockbridgesewingworks.com

19cbaseball:
www.19cbaseball.com

James Country Mercantile:
WWW.jamescountry.com

Smacker Bats:
www.smackerbats.com

Cooperstown Bats:
www.cooperstownbat.com

James Country Mercantile:
WWwWw.jamescountry.com

Bulldog Bat Company:
www.bulldogbatsonline.com

10% DISCOUNT

K&P Weaver, LLC:
www.baseballamericaspastime.com

GET CONNECTED WITH THE VBBA
www.vhba.org

www.facebook.com/vintagebaseballassociation
twitter.com/VBBA19C
www.youtube.com/@vhba307/featured
www.instagram.com/Vintage_Base_Ball_Assoc

VBBA Town Hall Facebook
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2026 VBBA

Arizona Conference

Plan to attend the 2026 VBBA Phoenix,
Arizona Conference March 13to 15

Arizona Vintage Base Ball League Sponsored ARIZONA TERRITORIES
https:/arizonavintagebaseball.org/ VINTAGE BASE BALL LEAGIE

Experience the 2025 Cactus
League Spring Training in
Arizona! With 10 stadiums
and 15 MLB teams.

Where can you go to see half of the Major Leagues’
30 teams play without having to drive more than
47 miles — and oftentimes much shorter distances?

VBBA Arizona That would be the Cactus League, where 15 teams
Conference includes: prepare for the season in a relatively tight radius
surrounding the beautiful Valley of the Sun -
-Friday Night Icebreaker at a popular Phoenix, Arizona.
localbar, and online Silent Auction The 2026 Cactus League schedule is set to be

released in Fall 2025, and tickets are expected to go
on sale late 2025 or early 2026—timing may vary by
ballpark.

- Saturday Morning, on your own
breakfast, Breakout Sessions including
base ball historians, vintage base balll
experts, & more
Attend On Your Own or as a Group:

- Saturday Aftemoo_n the All-Comers MLB Sprlng Training Cactus League
(p3lgmeer’s opento all vintage base ball https://www.mlb.com/spring-training/cactus-league

Y
.Saturday Evening Reception, Banguet To Be Determined: Reduced Rate Hotel, Meeting
and Keynote Speaker Site, Base Ball Field, Keynote Speaker

-Sunday Annual VBBA General Meeting. Looking For: Online Silent Auction Donations
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[s this heaven!?

No, it’s Wytheville.

Virginia Vintage Base
Ball Report - Aug. 2025
In Wytheville, ‘base ball’

by 1865 rules

Virginia is alive and well in
vintage baseball. The Wytheville
Statesmen, Evansham Grays,
Abingdon Blues, Middletown
Maulers, and the Shiners of
Rockingham Co are pushing to
make VA the next hotspot for
vintage baseball games.

Michael Gillman

Manager of Heritage Sites/Homestead
Museum Operations

Town of Wytheville Department of Museums

A\ INTAGE BASE BALL
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Jim Stephens. Photo by Robert Anderson.
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But on a sunny Sunday afternoon in September,
the eyes must have been playing tricks.

Who were these ballplayers dressed in mid-
nineteenth century baseball uniforms?

Why were bases set up in the middle of an open
field?

What was this oddly stitched beige-colored
ball?

And how on earth were players fielding fly
balls, grounders and throws without wearing
gloves?

Stalks of corn stood nearby, but this was no
field of dreams.

This was a real live game of “Base Ball” played
smack in the middle of downtown Wytheville
using rules and period equipment and uniforms
from the year 1865.

The bucolic surroundings — the barn, the
smokehouse, the old farmhouse — gave no hint
of 2022.

Except for the towering McDonald’s sign
peering over the treetops, that is.

The game is called Vintage Base Ball or
sometimes Base-ball, and there are more than
300 clubs in 20 states and Canada demonstrating
how the national pastime was played and what it
looked like 157 years ago.

The first club popped up in New York in 1978.

Michael Gillman has brought it to Southwest
Virginia in 2018.

Gillman, 37, is the Manager of the Historic
Sites/Homestead Museum Operations for the
Wytheville Department of Museums.

The 2003 George Wythe High School graduate
is a history buff, with family roots in Wythe

LN

The players take the field. Literally, a field. Photo by Robert Anderson.

County that date back nine generations.

He has a side business making gunpowder
horns and black powder measurements for
hunters, match shooters and Civil War battle re-
enactors.

Surfing the internet one day, Gillman noticed a
video about a vintage ballgame near the historic
Civil War battlefield in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Inspiration fired like a flash of black powder.

“I have no clue how it came across my YouTube
search,” he said. “I clicked on it and thought it
was pretty neat. A lot of the communities in
Southwest Virginia lost their minor league clubs.
My idea was to bring some sort of baseball back
to these communities.

“We were looking for some programming
for the museum to get out more in sight of the
public. My director said, ‘Go for it, and here we
are”

Gillman procured financial backing for two
local vintage teams, the Bereans, sponsored
by Berea Christian Church in Wytheville; and
the Deacons, sponsored by the Wythe County
Historial Society and named for Rural Retreat
native Deacon Phillippe, the county’s most
famous baseball player.

Pitching for Pittsburgh in the first World Series
game ever in 1903, Phillippe struck out 10 and
outdueled Boston Red Sox ace and baseball
legend Cy Young in a 7-3 victory. Although the
Pirates lost the best-of-nine series, Phillippe
pitched five complete games.

Wytheville has a long history of professional
baseball.

The town'’s first pro team debuted in 1949 and
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The score-
board. Photo
by Robert
Anderson.
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was known as the Statesmen.

The community boasted an oft-and-on
Appalachian League franchise during a period
beginning in 1953 and ending when the Chicago
Cubs pulled their Class A short-season affiliate
from town in 1989.

Players such as Tony Oliva, Joe Rudi and Charlie
Manuel once played at Withers Field as major
league teams like the St. Louis Browns, Balitmore
Orioles, St. Louis Cardinals, Minnesota Twins,
Kansas City Athletics, Washington Senators,
Atlanta Braves and the Cubs called the old park on
North 4th Street home.

However, the minor-league baseball in the
20th-century Wytheville looked nothing like the
historical version played in town today under rules
set down in 1865.

*Pitchers throw underhand.

*There is no mound. Tosses are delivered from a
designated point 45 to 48 feet from the batter, who
is called the “striker”

*Fielders do not wear gloves.

*Home plate is a flat, circular piece of iron placed
in the ground.

*There is one umpire. He is not required to call
pitches balls or strikes unless he believes the pitcher
or striker is intentionally delaying the game.

*Foul balls caught on one bounce are considered
an out.

*No swearing or spitting is allowed.

The 1865 rules evolved from an even more
unfamiliar set of early regulations.

Prior to 1865, a fair ball caught on one bounce
resulted in an out.

In the 1850s, it was legal for a fielder to record
an out by hitting a baserunner with a throw, a ploy
called “soaking” or “plugging””

Games were not necessarily played to nine
innings. Often, the first team to score 21 runs was
declared the winner.
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The scoreboard. Photo by Robert Anderson.

According to the Vintage Base Ball Association
website, the pastime grew out of the sport of
cricket and was first played by clubs in New York
State as far back as 1839.

Gillman said “Base Ball” made its debut in
Virginia shortly after the end of the Civil War.

“A bunch of Union guys got out there after
Richmond fell and put a game together,” Gillman
said.

The Wytheville team is the first VBBA-affiliated
team in Virginia, but baseball was played in
Southwest Virginia more than 150 years ago.

“Abingdon and Emory had clubs in 1867,
Gillman said. “T actually found one of the scores.
It was 77 to 28, Abingdon. The first reference in
Wythe County was 1874

Eric “Red” Laudenbacher is a bona fide historian
of 19th-century baseball.

Laudenbacher conducts estate sales in
Kernersville, North Carolina, as a day job. As a
hobby, he dives back into the past as a Vintage
Base Ball umpire.

Laudenbacher was in Wytheville on Sept. 18,
serving as the umpire for an unofhicial game
between the Bereans and the Deacons. When
the two clubs play teams from outside the area,
they merge their rosters and play under the name
“Statesmen,” as an homage to Wytheville’s first pro
team.

The Statesmen were scheduled to play a start-up
club from Abingdon, but the Washington County
team could not make the trip. The two Wytheville
clubs took the open field adjacent to the



Homestead Museum with a suspenders-wearing
Laudenbacher pitching for both sides.

Laudenbacher has umpired or played at venues
big and small throughout the Midwest and East
Coast.

“We've played in cornfields, pastures, historic
sites, movie sites,” he said. “I've played at Three
Rivers Stadium, Jacobs Field the day it opened
and Riverfront Stadium.

“We had Bobby Thomson come out and watch
us in New Jersey. I've had Negro League players
come out. One actually played with us and he was
98 years old. And he got a base hit.

“We were playing in Washington, D.C., and we
had a bus full of Japanese tourists. They all had
their cameras. They interrupted our game to take
pictures of everybody. Stuff like this is fun when it
happens.”

The bats. Photo by Robert Anderson.

The 55-year-old can rattle off historical details
about early baseball:

*Gloves were first used in the 1880s, beginning
with a catcher’s mitt that was akin to a fingerless
work glove.

*Overhand pitching wasn’t used until 1884.

*Famed Western author Zane Gray once played
for a team in Columbus, Ohio.

Laudenbacher said there is one major aspect
driving the popularity of vintage baseball.

“Probably 95 percent, nostalgia,” he said. “You
have the history of the game, the love of the
game.”

That’s why 28-year-old Casey Hardin, a 2012
Rural Retreat High School graduate, spent his
Sunday afternoon in September playing shortstop
on a makeshift field.

“I just love to play baseball,” he said. “If I could
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back to high school, that would be the
reason I went back, just to play baseball”

Hardin is in his second season of vintage
baseball. How much did he know about
this version of the sport when he signed
up?

“Nothing,” he said. “I knew it was around
and they were playing, but as far as the
rules and officials go, I had no idea.

“I was kind of scared at first. The balls are
made a little differently. They’re not made
like the baseballs are now, a little softer but
not super-soft. I've become accustomed to
it you could say”

Hardin and the other players must
contend with some interesting features of
the Homestead field in Wytheville

A shallow creek lies outside each “foul
line” There are no fences, but a barn sits in
center field, and a smaller structure in right
field creates an interesting power alley.

There is no “Green Monster” unless it’s
the big tree in left-center. Balls that bounce
off the barn roof or the branches of the tree
are in play.

In Sunday’s game, Hardin scrambled to
retrieve a blast by former George Wythe
High and Emory & Henry College player
Hunter Gamble that shot back out of the
tree branches.

Hardin’s father, George Wythe High
varsity baseball coach Donnie Hardin,
tests his joints and tendons in the vintage
league.

So does 61-year-old Michael Stephens,
whose day job is serving as the Wytheville
town treasurer.

But on this afternoon, Stephens was just
another ballplayer.

“Our sermon this morning was on the
tax collector, and everybody was looking at
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me,” he laughed. “I've always liked baseball.
I didn’t actually play much, though.”

Josh Yates played for George Wythe’s
2002 Virginia High School League Division
2 football state championship team. Twenty
years later, Yates sported an 1860s-style
beard and enough athleticism to leave the
site uninjured, with his three children in
tow.

“It's awesome,” Yates said. “It gives us
older, and not-so-into-it guys a chance now
to get out and do something. It’s fun to get
everybody together on a Sunday afternoon
and play baseball”

Gillman has bigger plans next year for
the Wytheville nines, who joined the VBBA
this year.

The Statesmen already are scheduled to
play games in Kentucky and Ohio. They
are playing a team from Florida at a neutral
location. The club will hold an eight-team
tournament at Wytheville Community
College, and the Statesmen are on the
waiting list for the Ohio Cup in Columbus.

“The first four years was seeing if I had
guys that would stick it out,” Gillman said.
“Basically everybody got together and said,
‘We're tired of playing each other’ When
we joined, it just kind of took off”

So just how competitive will these
friendly games of “Base Ball” get?

“All the Vintage understand it’s a
gentleman’s game, but I do expect the
competitiveness to amp up once teams
start coming here from other states,” he
said. “When we went to Kentucky we drove
5 and a half hours. We didn’t want to come
home with two losses.”

Gillman said 154 curious spectators
showed up for Wytheville’s first vintage
game in 2018.



Umpire Eric Laudenbacher and musician Jim Lloyd (in black). Photo by Robert Anderson.

Around 40 people came out in the recent
Sunday game, including local barber and
musician Jim Lloyd, who arrived in a 1931
Model A Ford and sported period clothing
while playing old-time tunes on his banjo and
fiddle.

Gillman nearly put out one of the Ford’s
headlights with a mammoth home run to
center field that piqued his competitive
curiosity.

“I couldn’t help myself,” Gillman said. “I had
the little measuring roller. I rolled to about
where they said it stopped. It was about a 348-
foot shot.”

Today’s feats are tomorrow’s nostalgia.

Vintage Base Ball, which began in New York
in 1978, might have a future.

“I don’t look for it to end any time soon,”
Gillman said.
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The Long Cultural
Shadow Cast by New
York City Base Ball

As our game moved west Countless soldiers that served on both sides of the
from New York City and the American Civil War learned the game during the war

ndin P itics it and brought it back home with them on leave from
g €O RRLIES T the fighting and after the war. In addition, as veterans

cast a long cultural shadow moved west and relocated to seek new opportunities
with expansi()n_ More than the the game and the culture of the game moved with
them.

rules of the game traveled west :
One cultural mark was vocation. Newspaper

with the players, many cultural accounts tell us that two groups that often banded
aspects and ties to the early together to form a base ball club in the east were
game also hitched a ride. barbers and firefighters among many others.. Early
teams were also formed for civic pride. Having a
base ball team demonstrated that citizens had enough
free time to play a game, had the luxury devoting
valuable flat clear land to base ball, and it brought the
community together around a sport that was seen as a
real American invention.
BY ERIC BERG I would like to introduce you to a base ball player
VBBA HISTORIAN gt .
from the late 1870’s in Minnesota. He is a fine case
study demonstrating how the long cultural shadow
of the east coast stretched all the way to Minnesota
in 1873 when he formed his club, the North Stars.
His name was Prince Honeycutt and he has many of
the marks I have outlined above. He was a civil war
veteran that moved west for opportunities, opened
a barber shop, was a firefighter, organized a team in
Fergus Falls, Minnesota for civic pride, and ran for
mayor of that fine city.
He is the firefighter in the center of the photo, and
yes, he was African American.

Fi
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RULES AND CUSTOM COMMITTEE

OBSTRUCTING

RUNNERS

One challenge of playing 19th century base ball is unlearning things that
have been ingrained since you first learned how to play.

VINTAGE BASE BALL
ASSEOCIATION

Marcus W. Dickson is a
Professor of Organizational
Psychology at Wayne
State University in Detroit,
Michigan. He plays base
ball by the rules of 1867
for the Greenfield Village
Lah-de-dahs,and is a
member of SABR’s 19th
Century Committee, and
of the Rules and Customs
committee of the Vintage
Base Ball Association.

A classic example is over running first
base — players today are taught to always
run through first base, but in 1867, doing
so puts you at risk of being put out, as
the rule allowing the over run has not yet
been invented. Another example relates
to blocking the base path.

Greenfield Village umpire Paul
Hunkele recently shared some of his
research on this topic online, saying: “I
often hear vintage base ball players say
that they can’t be [called for] obstructing
a runner if they have the ball and are
attempting a play, as in the modern
game. However, the first guide written
for umpires disagrees: “OBSTRUCTING
BASE RUNNERS. SECT. 14. -- If the
player running the bases is pre vented
from making a base by the obstruction
of an adversary, he shall be entitled to
that base, and shall not be put out. Any
obstruction that could readily have
been avoided shall be considered as
intentional. (This obstruction business
requires the careful consideration of
the Umpire. Any willful obstruction
to fielders or batsmen is nothing more
than unfair play, unworthy of a manly
contestant. ‘“Willful obstruction,” in the
meaning and application of the rule, is
any obstruction that could have been
readily avoided and yet still admitted of
fair chances for legitimate play.
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The application of this rule is as
follows: Suppose the striker hits a ball
to short stop and it be forwarded to the
first baseman, who, in standing to take
it, occupies a position on the line of base
between home and first, instead of in
front of his base or on the other side of
it; in such a case he would prevent a base
runner from a free access to the base, and
therefore the latter could not be legally
put out. In all cases of fielders occupying
positions in the way of base runners, in
which the obstruction could readily have
been avoided, no base runner can be put
out.

In the case of every position a fielder
can occupy, except when striving to catch
a fly ball from the bat, the base runner is
entitled to the right of way along the line
of bases.)” Mr. Hunkele added one more
example, this one from an 1865 issue
of the New York Sunday Mercury: “A
fielder ‘intentionally’ prevents a player
from making his base as much when
he fails to get out of his way as he does
when he willfully obstructed him. ...
were any other interpretation to be placed
upon the rule, every player would deny
intention on every occasion.” So we have
to unlearn what we’ve learned — in this
game, you just can’t block a runner’s
access to the base.
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INTRODUCING

Vintage Base Ball Association
Merchandise Collection

https://www.ourbrandstudio.com/vbba
Another way you can show your support for the VBBA
. VBBA 2025 Cooperstown Collection
o Classic VBBA Collection
. Vintage Base Ball Books




The Dodworth
Saxhorn Band and
Vintage Baseball

[ ] - -

14 | THE BASE BALL PLAYER’S CHRONICLE



Since the 1980’s, the Dodworth Saxhorn
Band of Ann Arbor has had the privilege
of providing authentic 19th century brass
band music for the vintage baseball games at
Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan. As
America’s premier 19th century brass band,
the Dodworth Saxhorn Band has been bringing
America’s musical history back to life for
nearly 40 years.

Based on the original Dodworth Band of
New York City, the modern incarnation of
this ensemble stays true to the musical styles
of community brass bands of the mid-19th
century. The modern band only performs on
authentic antique instruments that were hand
built between the years of 1840 and 1890. No
reproductions are allowed in this ensemble.

In addition to their authentic instruments, the
band only performs music from the mid-19th
century. The sounds from this extraordinary
group are as close as possible to what our great-
great-grandparents heard 150 years ago.

The modern Dodworth Saxhorn Band
performs and functions much in the same
way as the original band of the 1800’s. As a
community brass band, it would have been
expected for the group to provide music for
dances, ceremonies, community events, and
perhaps most importantly... community
baseball games!

This past year at Greenfield Village, the
Dodworth Saxhorn Band provided music every
Saturday for vintage baseball games. The day
begins with light music performed at the local
gazebo located near the center of the village,
where passersby can stop and enjoy a few tunes
just as it would have happened in small towns
across the country in the mid-1800’s. The band
is always pleased to interact with visitors,
answer questions about the instruments or
music, invite people to get a closer look at the
antique instruments or even take photos with
the band.

The next event for the band is the pep rally
and parade! As the teams for the days match
assemble at town hall, the band musters into a
parade formation and announces the start of the
pep rally with a lively fanfare. Once the day’s
teams have been introduced to the adoring
fans, the band leads the parade through the
streets of the village to the baseball field with
the teams and spectators following behind.

During the match, the band positions itself
atop a hill adjacent to the playing field and
begins playing light music during the match to
entertain the crowd as they enjoy the game.

In addition to baseball games, the Dodworth
Saxhorn Band performs formal concerts
and casual functions like festivals, Civil
War events, and even private parties all over
the Midwest and beyond. They would love
to do more “away” vintage baseball games
at the fields of teams whom they see at
Greenfield Village or others. They are very
flexible and can easily adapt to existing plans.
Presenters can also bundle events together
such as a parade, game, and concert. For more
information about bringing the band to your
town for a game of baseball or other events,
please visit their website at www.dodworth.org.




A Sunday Afternoon
Vintage Base Ball
Experience

featuring Deep River Grinders Vs. Vermillion Voles

The Baseball Storyteller
September 4, 2025

During my recent trip out to the NW
Indiana/South Chicago area for business
(ABF Freight), I had some personal time on
Saturday morning and decided to check out
a local library. Yes, libraries still exist and yes,
they are awesome for research and yes, I still
frequent tons of libraries. This one in par-
ticular, the Dyer-Schererville Branch of the
Lake County Public Library, was a wonderful
fountain of information for me. I was helped
by an information librarian to the history of
Lake County, Indiana section where I found
all sorts of cool historical baseball informa-
tion. And learned about a vintage baseball,
or should I say base ball organization named
the Deep River Grinders. And as luck would
have it, the Deep River Grinders were set to
play a game the following day, Sunday, locally
in nearby Hobart, Indiana. Opportunity and
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timing — ah the keys to my most wonderful
baseball experiences.

It was another perfect drive east on Route
30/Lincoln Highway early afternoon Sunday
— clear skies, sun shining brightly, amazing
farms on either side of the highway. So pic-
turesque and so Midwest, I just loved being
immersed in that. After a few rights and lefts
off Route 30, I found myself in the parking
lot of the Deep River County Park in the
city of Hobart, Indiana. A Grinders Baseball
Game Today sign welcomed me. This is going
to be fun!!!

Fans and players were exiting their vehi-
cles and heading towards a bridge, which I
assumed led to the field area. I stopped a pla-
yer heading over to the field and asked him
if I could take his photo crossing the bridge.
He asked if he need to smile or do anything,
to which I replied, nope just walk over the
bridge. Artistically speaking, he was walking
over that bridge back in time to play a game



we know as baseball but to them as base ball.

The term “base ball” is often used when
referring to the Vintage version of the mo-
dern game of baseball. The rules of Vintage
base ball, which you can find on the Vintage
Base Ball Association website (www.vbba.
org), vary slightly from the modern game
you and I see everyday on TV, on our phones,
and in person. Too many to go over here, so
make sure you check out that website which
is chock full of great Vintage Base Ball infor-
mation. I will say this — the whole Vintage
Base Ball experience is something every true
baseball (base ball) fan should check out.
And boy am I sure glad I did.

How much fun can you have in one af-
ternoon? The scene after crossing the bridge
from the parking lot to the field area was just
spectacular. I'm not joking when I state that it
felt like you were stepping back in time once
you crossed that bridge. Players were on the
field taking a defensive round of balls hit to

VINTAGE BASE BALL
ABSOCIATION _

them. Fans were opening their lawn chairs
and getting settled into their place on the
perimeter of the field. The buzz of the pre-ga-
me was palpable. The field had no fences, no
bleachers, no Jumbotrons, not a single mo-
dern convenience as far as the eye could see.
Just players, fans, family members, the sun
shining, and I could not wait to learn more
about what I was observing.

I made my way down the third base side of
the field, passed the two dugouts of players,
and over to what I imagine was the visitor’s
side. The two teams, the Deep River Grin-
ders and the visiting Vermillion Voles, were
mixing it up, chatting with each other, chat-
ting with fans, chatting with the umpires, and
getting ready for the pre-game introductions.
I sat down at a picnic table and chatted with a
few of the Vermillion Voles fan section, who
had traveled nearly 3 hours to get to the game
that morning. I had a few questions about the
baseball being used and a Voles player tos-
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sed me a game ball. Here is a close up of it. I
would equate its makeup as about the same
size of a baseball but with the composition
more of a tee ball or lacrosse ball.

And here are the bats that were used in
the contest. Wooden bats, period specific I
am assuming, so no torpedo bats or Axe bats.
You will noticed a pretty basic, no frills, no
thin barrel, no expanded hitting zone type
wooden bat. Here is a bat rack that was just
in front of the Grinders dugout area.

Pre-introductions, I took a walk out to the
outfield area. There I found a gorgeous barn
or sugar shack with an even more gorgeous
American flag draped down its facing. And
behind the sugar shack was a river, where a
few local boys were fishing. In roughly center
field, a few local kids were manning the
manual scoreboard. Everything connected to
the game on the field keeping to the vintage
theme. Just so interesting...

Okay, heading back toward the picnic ta-
ble area I was sitting at, I noticed that the two
teams began to line up in front of the fans
sitting along the third base/left field area. So,
I made my way over to that area to see what
the fuss was all about. A stately man, wearing
a tuxedo and top hat, began making game an-
nouncements. One by one, the players tipped
their caps to his words and the fans cried out
“huzzah” after “huzzah” along with the players.
There was some good natured ribbing and
some self-deprecating humor and a ton of full
belly laughs from the very much entertained
crowd. Players were dressed in period style
uniforms and looked every bit like the 1860s
style they were looking to replicate. After a few
announcements, each player introduced him/
herself to the fans. And they all had hilarious
nicknames, which they shouted out with glee.
“Rail Splitter;,” “Fireball,” “Wild Thang” “Swan
Lake” - grown men yelling out their names as
they stepped forward and tipped their cap to
the audience. That was a lot of fun to witness.

. GRiNoERS va, Vg MILLION VoLES
'IIJNDA'Y, AUGUST TH, 2:00 P )

I-'ff- LT pvies
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A period dressed man with an awesome
handlebar mustache and top hat stopped by
my perch at the picnic table and offered me a
program. He thanked me for my attendance
and proceeded through the crowd chatting
with fans, players, and handed out more pro-
grams. Loved it and here is the program, front
and back for your viewing pleasure.

So far, to this point, I felt like this was part
baseball, part vaudeville, part outdoor theater,
part history class, part community gathering-
and it all equaled to absolute baseball bliss. The
game, at this point, was merely secondary to
the experience of the old time uniforms, the
sugar shack, the vintage baseballs and bats, the
community swell of good vibes throughout the
park. I was eager to see how the game played
out, so I hopped behind home plate to catch
the first pitches of the game. Which, I might
add, were thrown underhanded.
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Yep, there was a pitcher and a batter and
fielders. A pitched ball and a swinging ba-
tter and base runners and fielders making
plays. All the elements of the modern game,
except for a few of the rules, and none of
the pomp and circumstance of the modern
game. Just a simple game of pitching, hit-
ting, running the bases, fielding the ball on
the ground, catching the ball in the air. No
bat flips, no showboating, no cussing, no
tobacco chewing, no frills. Just sportsmans-
hip, tons of fans cheering, players congra-
tulating opposing players on good hits or
good catches. It was a game of courtesy and
profound love of sport and how the game
of baseball once was played. As one of the
Vermillion Voles fans described it, “this
is a gentleman’s game.” I watched in utter
amazement at how much fun everyone at
that field, myself included, was having at
that very moment in time. How often can
you say that about anything in life?

After a few innings of play, sadly, I had
to depart to get ready for work. I walked
slowly passed the two dugouts, the massive
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line of fans which was two or three lawn
chairs deep along the left field sideline, and
over to the outfield area near the bridge
leading back to the parking lot. I stopped
in the outfield to take in one or two more
at bats, just soaking in the beauty of this
“gentleman’s game” one last time. I was
about to take a bridge (artistically) from the
1860s back to 2025 and I wanted a lasting
impression of my time with this Vintage
Base Ball experience.

It was an amazing day of Vintage Base
Ball at Grinder Field featuring the Deep
River Grinders vs. the Vermillion Voles. I
cannot tell you for the life of me what the
score was when I left. I suppose I probably
could have looked out to the manual sco-
reboard for a peak before I left. The vintage
uniforms were incredible. The baseball
used in the game was interesting. The bats
used looked heavy! There were no fences,
no fancy billboards, just a giant American
flag on an antique sugar shack barn in right
field. Players hustled after batted balls.
Runners hustled around the bases. Players
and fans cheered positively throughout the
game. The vibe on the field, in the stands
was purely from an era where courtesy,
sportsmanship, and profound love of sport
reigned supreme. My only regret of the day
was that I had not found out nor attended
a Vintage base ball game prior to Sunday. It
was a very memorable Deep River Vintage
base ball experience in Hobart, Indiana at
Grinders Field featuring the Deep River
Grinders and the Vermillion Voles. With all
my heart and body, I would like to extend a
very enthusiastic Huzzah to all involved!!!

For more information on the Deep River
Grinders, head over to this link — Deep
River Grinders.
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VBBA

Member Benetits

- Vendor discounts www.vbba.org/vendors/

- Team VBBA Liability Insurance www.vbba.org/membership-join/
- Quarterly VBBA Newsletter www.vbba.org/newsletter-archive/

- Historical Accuracy Support rulesandcustoms@vbba.org

- Access to a National Network through the VBBA.org Website www.vbba.org

\/INTAGE BASE BALL
- AGBOCIATION

-501c3 support

The VBBA supports the vintage base ball
community through VBBA social media:
-Facebook: VBBA - Vintage Base Ball Association & VBBA Town Hall
-Instagram: vintage_base_ball_association
- X: VBBA @VBBAI19c
- YouTube VBBA, Recordings of most VBBA conference presenters 2014 to 2024
- VBBA Today Podcast

VBBA Rules and Customs Committee has written up the back story to
1858, 1860, 1864, and 1867 rules, www.vbba.org/rules-and-customs/

VBBA's annual conference brings together members of the vintage
base ball community. www.vbba.org

The VBBA works hard at servicing the vintage base ball community.

Like many volunteer organizations the work of a small number of
volunteers is stretched along way.

The VBBA asks for only a small amount of money to show your support
for not only its benefits, but for the job it does to support the vintage
base ball community beyond the benefits listed.

Gary Schiappacasse VBBA Board Member since 2014, Vintage Base Ball Community member since 1999,
TRUSTEE Managed the Chicago Salmon for more than 20 years
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VBBA MEMBERSHIP

VINTAGE BASE BALL
ASSOCIATION

Join or Renew your
membership in the VBBA

Membership in the
Vintage Base Ball
Association is open and
available to clubs as well
as to individuals who
would like to support
the organization.
Memberships are vital
to the organization’s
success.

« FULL MEMBER CLUBS

$75/year or $125/two years*:

full-fledged vintage club nines who play
at least six games a year.

« ASSOCIATE CLUBS

$50/year*:

vintage clubs who play less than six
games/year

« INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
$20/year*:
individual ballists, civilian interpreters

Full
Member
Clubs

Associate
Member
Clubs

Individual
Membership

Base Ball Player’s
Chronicle newsletter

Ve

Ve

Invitation to National Convention

Ve

Ve

VBBA Directory Listing

Ve

Voting Rights (2 votes)

General Liability Insurance

The VBBA is covered whenever a local
team plays. If, for example, a spectator
gets hit by a stray ball and sues, the
policy will respond to cover the natio-
nal organization. If the local team has
no money, but is recognized as a VBBA
member club then litigant will go to
where the money is, the VBBA.

***\IBBA member clubs must contact
the VBBA for VBBA certificates of in-
surance as required by specific venues
and dates ***

SIS

Access to Base Ball Historical Archivists

Access to Rule Interpretations for Resnactments

Page with Team Picture, Schedule and Beief History

Annual Membership

Paying online? Be sure 1o inchide your team name In the “Special

Imtructions”



VBBA VENDOR SPOTLIGHT

COOPERSTOWN BAT COMPANY

Since 1981, Cooperstown Bat Company has
specialized in game bats for play, custom personalized
engravings and autographed bats. Their pro

model bats are available for players of all levels

from the beginner through to the Major Leagues.
Cooperstown bat is being used in several MLB
organizations, American Legion, Babe Ruth, travel
team, and high school players. Cooperstown Bat
Company also makes various vintage base ball bats,
including acorn, knobless, bottle bat and split grip
(double knob). You can see their bats being turned
at the company’s factory location in Hartwick, just
15 minutes from Cooperstown. Don’t forget when
ordering to use your VBBA Member Code vbbal996
to get your 15% discount. Visit cooperstownbat.com
for more information.

JAMES COUNTRY MERCANTILE

James Country Mercantile started life in 1985 as
James Country Muzzleloading, right in the heart

of the area which bred and nurtured Frank and

Jesse James. James Country Mercantile is now one

of the largest sutleries in existence, offering a full
line of historically accurate goods, custom sewing,
research, consultation, and associated services. Don’t
forget when ordering to use your VBBA Member
Code vbbal996 to get your 15% discount. Visit

jamescountry.com for more information.

Raseball America’s Paxtime - K & F Weaver, LLC

K&P WEAVER

Since 1994, K & P Weaver, LLC features
reproductions of historic vintage base ball uniforms
of the 19th Century and early-20th Century,
equipment and more. K & P uniforms, clothing

and accessories can be found across the ballfields of
America to historical landmarks and museums such
as the National Baseball Hall of Fame, Smithsonian
Institution, MLB All-Star FanFest, and they've
been seen in the HBO Documentaries “The Curse
of the Bambino,” “Hitler’s Pawn,” and films such

as “Dummy Hoy” and “Cop Out.” Member Code
vbbal996 to get your 10% discount due to rising
material costs for the purchase of team shirts, and
knickers and trousers. Visit baseballamericaspastime.
com for more information.

STOCKBRIDGE SEWING WORKS

Stockbridge Sewing Works has all of your 19th
century needs for hats and other sewing projects.
Contact Norma Hildebrand to discuss hats,
banners, and any other items she may be able to
make for you. No head to big or too small. Fit and
quality guaranteed. Hand crafted one at a time in
the USA. Don’t forget when ordering to use your
VBBA Member Code vbbal996 to get your 15%
discount. Visit stockbridgesewingworks.com for
more information.

WOOD BASERALL

LEVEL P
HIGHEST QLLALITY
BaY

PHOENIX BAT COMPANY

Since 1996, Phoenix Bat Co. has been crafting
wood bats outside of Columbus, Ohio. Phoenix Bats
starts by purchasing only pro-grade wood to deliver
a quality bat to you and pros alike. Their bats are
only made from American top-grade woods like rock
maple, yellow birch and northern white ash. History
and Background of Phoenix Bat Co. Founder and
former owner Lefty Trudeau started playing 19th
Century baseball for the Ohio Historical Society in
1991. In 1996, he was restoring old houses for a living
and had a small wood shop. “The Historical Society
knew my shop included an old lathe and they asked
if I could make some bats typical of the 1860s,”
Trudeau recalled. “I agreed. Little did I expect how
much I would have to learn or how much fun I
would have. Not only did my team like the bats but
the teams we were playing started asking me to make
bats for them as well.” Don’t forget when ordering to
use your VBBA Member Code vbbal996 to get your
15% discount. Visit phoenixbats.com/vintage-bats
for more information.

19TH CENTURY BASE BALL

If you want to get the ball that started it all, then you
want 19th Century Base Ball. Call Eric Miklich at
631-796-5200 or e-mail info@19cbaseball.com.

Said Ron Swoboda, star of the 1969 New York Mets,
19cBaseball.com is “truly a one-of-a-kind resource
for in-depth information related to the history of
our great sport. | encourage all baseball enthusiasts
to visit the site to learn more about how the game
really began.” Don’t forget when ordering to use
your VBBA Member Code vbbal996 to get your
15% discount. Visit 19c¢Baseball.com for more
information.

24 | THE BASE BALL PLAYER'’S CHRONICLE

USA SMACKER BATS

USA Smacker Bats makes all its bats by hand, not
by machine. “If a vintage ballist wants to be true

to the time period of play, we are the company to
use,” proprietor Brian Carter says. Smacker Bats are
handmade by craftsmen (including Carter) behind
a lathe ... shaping, sanding, staining/ painting and
striping the bats just like the originals back in the
1800s. With a quick turnaround between 1-2 weeks,
these bats are all American, with all American tools
and materials. “We believe in quality of quantity,”
Carter says. Their pricing is competitive as well.
“We love the history of the base ball bat, which
bleeds into our passion for making them. We are
obsessed with base ball bats.” Don’t forget when
ordering to use your VBBA Member Code vbbal996
to get your 15% discount. Contact Brian Carter at
smacker@comcast.net or visit smackerbats.com/

vintage.

The Bulldog BatC

THE BULLDOG BAT COMPANY

Almost Any Company Can Make a Baseball Bat in
a Lab. But no other company is able to match the
quality of a handmade bat. That is why numerous
vintage and modern teams and leagues across the
nation are making the switch to Bulldog Bats. Find
out why you should make the switch to Bulldog
Bats for vintage baseball bats, youth baseball bats,
modern bats and more! Balls, Bats, Gloves, and
More: Whatever you need for your vintage baseball
team, we have it. Whether you need vintage baseball
bats, gloves, balls, or chest protectors, if you need
it, we have it. Just select on of the tabs under here
to view everything we offer. Please contact orders@
bulldogbatsonline.com with any questions and to
order. Follow us on Facebook for all the very latest
on The Bulldog Bat Company including news and
promotions!
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