
The VBBA Conference will be held in 
Phoenix, Arizona, March 13 to 15, to take 
advantage of their warmer weather and also to 
encourage member clubs and conference 
attendees to branch out and visit some of the 
other unique regions that Vintage Base Ball has 
taken root in. See the conference updates in this 
newsletter or visit the VBBA, www.VBBA.org, 
to get more details of the event.

A common question that we get from member 
clubs, past member clubs, and potential member 
clubs is, “What do we get with our dues?” The 
answer in some ways is an easy one. “The 
Vintage Base Ball Association provides a 
gateway to information about vintage base ball 
and those that play the game.” Sure this may 
fall short to some of the veteran clubs but think 
about how you got into vintage base ball. Many 
of you walked through that gateway that the 
Association provides. Once through the 
gateway it is up to you to make the most of your 
membership. There are numerous links and 
website features on the VBBA website or stories 
and videos curated from around the internet that 
can be found on one of several VBBA Facebook 
pages: 

VBBA Vintage Base Ball Association, https://
www.facebook.com/vintagebaseballassociation, 

VBBA Town Hall, (closed group)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
539918763207913, or 

YouTube channel,
https://www.vbba.org/videos/. 

I encourage all of you to get in and “root 
around” a little this offseason and see if there 
isn’t something that you can agree is a benefit to 
membership.

Another thing that membership provides is a 
chance for representation. Member clubs are 
encouraged to participate as officers and trustees 
of this volunteer organization. The input that we 
share from different regions can help keep our 
organization fresh and current. Some of the 
older clubs or areas that have started their own 
associations may disagree with these ideas of 
fresh and current, but we can’t just take our ball 
and go home when we see something we don’t 
like. If you want your membership to mean 
something, use that membership to participate. 
Each year we look to elect new officers and 
trusteesto guide the association. Maybe your 
voice is the one we’ve been missing. If you 
think you might be up to the experience offer 
your name for the 2026 ballot as we are always 
in search of new voices.

Enjoy your time sitting around the “hot 
stove” this winter sharing stories of last season’s 
heroics. Use this off season as a time to heal up 
those bumps and bruises and remember, the 
countdown is on...we’re less than 70 days before 
pitcher and catchers report for spring training.

Here in the Midwest the snow is flying and next year’s season is being scheduled. I don’t suppose it’s 
much different in whatever part of the country you are reading this. What I do know is that two of the 
newer regions for Vintage Base Ball are just getting started with their seasons. Groups in Arizona and 
Florida are just now getting into their seasons, taking advantage of the cooler weather in their areas
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ultricies sit amet, malesuada 

In this present season the 
Territory witnesses a further 
marvel. A new ladies’ club, the 
Bisbee Copper Queens, has taken 
the field—joining their sister nine, 
thus forming two women’s clubs 
who attire themselves in the 
fashions of the 1940s while 
conducting their matches under the 
honorable regulations of the 
1860s. Their play has drawn 
considerable crowds, and many 
contend their deportment and skill 
equal, if not surpass, that of 
several established men’s clubs.

The League’s calendar is replete 
with engagements. Eight notable 
events remain upon the season’s 
march, including an appearance at 
the storied grounds of Fort Lowell 
in Tucson, where a Civil War 
reenactment shall set the proper 
historical scene for a meeting of 
ballists. Monthly gatherings 
continue to summon all Arizona 
clubs to single grounds, and from 
time to time clubs from without 
the Territory arrive to make a 
merry contention of it.

Growth remains the League’s 
principal object, and it proceeds 

with due formality: the AVBBL 
now stands incorporated as a 
charitable institution under the 
nation’s laws, bearing the 
appointment of a 501(c)(3). A new 
telegraphic portal upon the World 
Wide Web—www.
arizonavintagebaseball.org—has 
likewise been unveiled for the 
convenience of members and the 
curious public.

In April, the grand Warren 
Ballpark of Bisbee shall host a 
major convocation of clubs, a 
gathering expected to be the 
crowning engagement of the 
spring. And when the long season 
draws to its close, all roads lead to 
Globe, Arizona, where Old 
Dominion Days shall summon 
every club into a bracketed 
tournament for the Old Dominion 
Cup—a handsome trophy which 
must reside for the year in the 
museum nearest the victorious 
nine. The Mesa Miners, having 
secured the Cup in 2025, presently 
hold it at the Arizona Baseball 
Museum in Mesa, a distinction 
they guard with considerable 
pride.

The Arizona Vintage Base Ball 
League, that enterprising association 
devoted to the noble pastime as first 
played in our Republic’s earlier days, 
commenced its present season on the 
15th of November, and has since 
shown a vigor and enlargement worthy 
of public remark.
What began as a modest gathering of clubs has now quickened 
into a full state enterprise: eight active nines across Arizona, 
convening by schedule and by gentlemanly correspondence, 
keeping alive the ground rules and customs of 1860’s
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By Edward J. Pelegrino,
V I N TAG E  B A S E  B A L L  FA N  A N D  S U P P O RT E R

Nothing to speak of out of Tampa, 
The Bradenton Shamrocks Vintage Base 
Ball Club being close to Greater Tampa 
Bay but not quite there. The Awkward 
Base Ball Club of Central Florida is 
made up of players in the Orlando area, 
and The Fort Myers Vagabonds, who are 
in my biased opinion, the best 1864 
Rules Base Ball team in Florida, made 
up of players in the Naples/Fort Myers 
market. That's it, nothing from Miami or 
Fort Lauderdale or anywhere else up the 
Atlantic coast all the way to 
Jacksonville. Pensacola or Tallahassee? 
Not a team to be found.

Plenty of recreational Softball teams 
but it would seem that most of those 
players have limited interest in playing 
Base Ball. Maybe it is because they don't 
understand the earlier rules and it scares 
them a little. Perhaps they are too busy 
with their regular lives, lacking the 

capacity to play for more than one team 
at a time even if the 1864 Rules Base 
Ball season runs from September 
through to April. There are Softball 
players on the three existing teams and it 
is clear that they enjoy the older game so 
it may be something else altogether and 
certainly remains a strong possibility for 
recruiting.

Two MLB teams and a lot of MiLB 
teams who all have spring training and 
training facilities allow for professional 
baseball year-round, there is clearly 
exposure to the game in the state. The 
Fort Myers Vagabonds held recruiting 
tables on two occasions courtesy of the 
Fort Myers Mighty Mussels who are the 
A team for the Minnesota Twins. 
Unfortunately, the two Thursday games 
were rain delays and attendance was thin 
but interest was high. Several individuals 
that visited with the Vagabonds have 

You would think that with a population of over 23,000,000 
people according to the 2024 census that there would be more 
than three teams in the state playing 1864 Rules Base Ball. 
The median age of Florida's population is approximately 42.6 
years which is higher than the national average of 39.1 years so 
even if we broke that overall number down to only 10,000,000 
people you would think that there would be more than three 
teams. Three. Teams.

Florida Vintage 
Base Ball State of 
the Union
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started to follow their social media 
presence, the QR Code that was created 
made that transaction simple for everyone 
involved. A team in period uniform would 
certainly create interest at a ball game, be 
it community, MiLB or MLB and having 
a table would amplify the message. 
Attaining permission from the front office 
as a non-profit before showing up is 
highly recommended. Collect email 
addresses and telephone numbers in 
addition to steering them to a Facebook 
page or similar. You will be talking to a 
lot of people if for nothing else than the 
novelty of it all. Having a modern 
baseball along with a lemon-peel ball is 
always fun and gets the conversation 
going when they hold your balls.

On the topic of social media, the three 

teams in Florida have a Facebook 
presence and will show up using their 
names as a search query. A few players 
and their family members take 
photographs at the games and since these 
games usually involve all three teams, 
there are a lot of pictures made. As one of 
those photographers I have established a 
private Facebook group called simply 
enough, Vintage Base Ball 64. The 
reasoning for this was to make getting 
images to the players with efficiency. 
Rather than sending email messages back 
and forth, I'll get game day shots up 
withing a few days and that has worked 
well so far.

Because Florida hosts winter visitors 
there are several events that see teams 
from other places play. Even if a visitor 

isn't involved in one of these tournaments, 
there is always an opportunity to play 
along with either of the three Florida 
teams, just ask! Schedules are posted and 
most games occur at a centrally located 
field at Pioneer Park in Zolfo Springs on 
US 17. The kind staff of Hardee County 
Parks & Recreation have gone out of their 
way to show the teams hospitality.

While keeping teams going and the 
adventure of recruiting can be a challenge, 
it would seem that when everybody on the 
team is regularly looking for new players 
and spectators, there will always be 
growth. Perhaps the most important thing 
to keep in mind is the fact that vintage 
Base Ball can provide many players the 
chance to play ball, an opportunity that 
they didn’t have in their earlier days.
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Jane Austen began writing what would 
become Northanger Abbey in 1798 or 1799, it 
was accepted for publication in 1803 and did 
not see the light of day until 1818. Austen’s 
Northanger Abbey contains a remarkable 
passage on the very early game, or a game 
closely related to Base Ball and called by that 
name.  Here is the actual passage: “It was not 
very wonderful that…Catherine, who had by 
nature nothing heroic about her, should prefer 
cricket, base ball, riding on horseback, and 
running about the country at the age of 
fourteen, to books”. (Austen 2005, 9) In the 
passage “base ball” is two words as we would 
expect and most importantly it is contrasted to 
the game of cricket setting it apart in an 
important way.  

I am not breaking new ground here, for a 
complete, extended, and thorough description 
of this possible origin account of the game 
please see Pastime Lost by David Block 
published in 2018. 

However, I have two observations. First, it 
is not surprising to me that base ball may be 
colonial import and the game was most likely 
being played simultaneously in southern 
England, British America (The United States 
to be) and British North America (Canada to 
be) in the mid-18th century.  If Austen’s “base 
ball” is a or the direct ancestor of the game we 
know today, I believe the game is colonial 
import and not the other way around as it is 
very unlikely that the game went from the 
colonies to England. 

Secondly, I am somewhat unique in my 
observation that one of the first literary 
passages that may be attributed to the game 
was from the pen of a female writer about a 
female player. 

Base Ball in Jane Austen’s 
1803 Northanger Abbey

HISTORIAN’S CORNER

By Eric Berg
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The Vintage Base Ball 
Association’s website includes an 
excellent resource called “How can I 
start a Vintage Base Ball club?”  It 
walks newbies to the hobby through 
a series of questions and suggested 
answers, including the numbers of 
players needed to play, where and 
who to play, how often to play and 
what equipment is needed. This 
resource also mentions that a new 
club could consider working with a 
local open-air museum or historical 
society to leverage their facilities and 
possible financial resources.

All of the above questions are 
great food for thought for a new 
Vintage Base Ball Club.  However, 
another basic question that is 
probably debated very early on is, 

“What do we call our club?”  This 
question is exciting because the 
possibilities are many.

The current list of VBBA base ball 
clubs (BBC) is characterized by clubs 
with a place-name followed by a 
nickname, such as the Springfield 
Long Nines BBC or the Tucson 
Saguaros BBC.  Or, simply the club’s 
location, such as the Lewes BBC.  
Those affiliated with a museum or 
similar organization may include just 
the site with or without a nickname; 
the Cowtown BBC or the Ohio 
Village Muffins. 

But where do these nicknames for 
the clubs come from?  Some are 
based on clubs that actually existed 
and played in or near a locale.  A 

good example is the background to 
the Mountain Athletic Club. On the 
Club’s website (macvintagebaseball.
org ) its says that they are ‘fashioned 
after the original team established in 
Griffin Corners, New York in 1895 
by yeast magnates Julius and Max 
Fleischmann…”

Some Club nicknames are 
fictional, perhaps because there were 
no 19th Century clubs to use as 
inspiration.  That is the case with the 
Fort Myers Vagabonds BBC.  

Fort Myers was very much on the 
frontier with a small population well 
into the late 19th Century.  As such, 
the inspiration for a BBC came from 
Thomas Edison who wintered in Fort 
Myers during the 1920’s.  He was a 

What’s in the name of a 
Vintage Base Ball Club

By Kevin “Irish” Doyle
CAPTAIN, FORT MYERS 

VAGABONDS

1889 USS 
Chicago Base 
Ball Team 
(Naval History &
Heritage Command)
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baseball fan who often hosted the 
Philadelphia Athletics while they held 
Spring Training at Terry Park.  Edison and 
his pals Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone and 
John Burroughs basically invented the 
concept of the summer road trip.  The four 
called themselves the Vagabonds.  The sky-
blue knickers worn by the Vagabonds 
Vintage BBC honor the Union soldiers who 
garrisoned Fort Myers during the Civil War.

A new club could find inspiration for a 
club name by researching the 19th Century 
Army units associated with the new club’s 
home town or county.  The Civil War is 
incredibly rich with history and possibilities, 
but the post-Civil War military of the 1870-
90’s is also a research option.

Union and Confederate states raised 
volunteer army regiments during the Civil 

War that  consisted of infantry, artillery, 
cavalry and special units like engineers.  
Recruiting was normally done in a local 
area, such as a city or a county.  Some 
regiments raised early in the war had a 
militia unit as its nucleus.  For example, the 
14th Regiment New York State Militia (also 
called the 14th Brooklyn Chasseurs) was 
formed in 1847 from citizens of Brooklyn, 
New York.  Originally, it functioned largely 
as a social club, but gradually took on more 
military duties during the 1850s.  When 
brought into Federal service for the Civil 
War it was designated the 84th New York 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment.   Their stylish 
uniform, with its baggy red trousers and cap 
(kepi), was modeled after the French 
Chasseur style uniforms of the day. 

The majority of regiments were formed 

from scratch, often under the leadership of a 
prominent citizen.  For example, the 110th

New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment was 
raised from men who lived in Oswego 
County, New York.  They fought down on 
the Mississippi River and participated in the 
siege and assault on Port Hudson, Louisiana.  
In 1864, a detachment from Company I 
manned Fort Myers.

Did the 84th or 110th NY soldiers play 
base ball?  It is possible.  Base ball spread 
South during the Civil War because many 
soldiers from states like New York were 
already familiar aware or familiar with the 
game, as players or spectators. 

Another angle to consider is the large 
number of Irish and German immigrants 
who fought in Civil War armies.  The 
"German" XI Corps of the Union Army was 

US Navy Hat Band 
(SpanAmWar.com)

Civil War Base Ball 
Player - Federal Army 
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composed of mostly German American 
regiments and they played a significant role 
at the Battle of Gettysburg. Both the 69th

New York and 69th Pennsylvania were 
largely Irish in heritage.  

Besides State units, there were the 
“Regulars” of the standing Federal army.  
Although small in number at the start of the 
war, these units expanded rapidly and 
recruited from all over the country.  An 
example is the 13th US Infantry Regiment, 
“First at Vicksburg” and General Grant’s 
Headquarters guard.

For Civil War-era army units, a good first 
place to start research is at the Library of 
Congress Civil War Regimental Histories – 
Freely Accessible State Military Sources:

 https://guides.loc.gov/civil-war-
regimental-histories/digital-resources#s-lib-
ctab-22199548-1

Civil War reenactment and living history 
units have already done research on enough 
units that a new club might find information 
on history and uniforms from these 
hobbyists.

After the Civil War, volunteer regiments 
were disbanded, but the States maintained 
national guard or militia units.  Such units 
from the 1870-90’s might be interesting to 
research. Pennsylvania has a formal PA 
National Guard History Project for their 
post-Civil War units:

https://www.ngphistoryproject.com/
US Navy ships can also be a source for a 

new ball club’s name and persona.  They 
operated both at sea and along all of the 
navigable rivers of the South.  Although 
there are few accounts of sailors playing 
base ball, they did come in contact with 
their army comrades during river 
operations. There is a wonderful account 
from the diary of USMC Lt. Frank Church, 
who commanded the Marine guard on the 
U. S. Steamer Black Hawk, Admiral 
Porter's flagship during the 1864 Red River 
Campaign.  March 3 – “Went on shore at 10 
1/2 o'clock this morning and played base 
ball for about 3 hours. At 3 p. m. practiced 
with the revolver”.  March 10 – “Went out 
in the afternoon and exercised my men in 
company drill. Played a game of ball”.

During the Civil War, US Navy ship 
names were all over the place and lacked 
much standardization.  Confederate ships, 
although fewer in number, were often 
named for States or rivers. After the war, 
many of the new armored cruisers and 
battleships were named after the states or 
cities.

Uniforms for Civil War-inspired army 
units can be purchased from vendors who 
specialize in the attire of that era.  Because 
you are not recreating the entire Civil War 
soldier impression, you only need the basic 

attire that a soldier would have during a game 
of base ball.  That would include their 
government issued trousers, four-button long-
sleeved shirt, suspenders and hat (slough or 
kepi).  The hat can be decorated with the brass 
insignia, letters and numbers that signify the 
unit.  For any cool days, you could add a 
simple four-button sack coat, the standard jack 
of Civil War-era soldiers.  Unlike the 
Hollywood movies, any rank insignia would 
be sewn onto the sack coat and not onto the 
four-button shirt!

Pertinent Civil War navy attire would 
consist of drop-front trousers, undershirt and 
jumper, plus a flat, visorless cap.  All white, all 
dark blue or a mix of both colors is 
appropriate.  White is certainly a good choice 
for summer play. The name of ship that is 
being portrayed can be painted gold or 
embroidered onto a ribbon that wraps around 
the brow of the cap.  A Civil War USMC 
impression would look just like the army 
except the kepi insignia would consist of just 
the infantry bugle with a Gothic letter “M” on 
a red background inside of the infantry bugle.

Post-Civil War US army units and navy 
ship teams started wearing actual base ball 
uniforms as they began to formally compete 
against other civilian and service clubs.  The 
1889 Base Ball Team of the USS Chicago is 
an example.

Vendors who can supply the army items are 
listed on the VBBA.org website, including 
C&C Suttlery and Fall Creek Suttlery.  Civil 
War-era navy drop-front trousers are available, 
but jumpers and caps can be harder to acquire. 
A jumper sewing pattern can be obtained from 
the author of this article. The National Civil 
War Naval Museum in Port Columbus, 
Georgia carries a supply of jumper and caps.  
A great resource is the Ship’s Company, the 
Civil War Navy living history volunteers on 
the USS Constellation in Baltimore Harbor 
(shipscompanyhistory.org/civil-war). 

Vendors who supply Civil War-era attire 
normally use materials authentic for the 
period, such as wool, cotton, cotton duck and 
linen.  However, Civil War-era army trousers 
and sack coats are made with a weigh of wool 
that might feel too hot for summer play.  An 
alternative would be to work with a uniform 
vendor, such as Paula Weaver of K & P 
Weaver LLC, who designs and sews many of 
the uniforms used by VBBA clubs, along with 
period correct clothing for movie productions 
and special events.  Norma  Stockbridge at 
Stockbridge Sewing is another resource for 
making the Navy cap, a custom cap other than 
the Army kepi or a post-Civil War base ball 
cap.

Besides the ideas that this article might 
generate, know that Vintage Base Ball Clubs 
are always willing to answer questions. Good 
luck researching and selecting your new 
Club’s personality!

Civil War Base 
Ball Player – 
Federal Navy
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Andrew J. Schiff’s biography of Henry 
Chadwick (1824 – 1908) is a welcome 
addition to the bumper crop of books on 
the fertile subject of baseball. Generally 
regarded as baseball’s father, Chadwick 
has gradually slipped into near obscurity. 
Schiff’s major contribution has been to 
rescue his subject from that dark hole that 
is our throwaway culture.

In a cogently argued thesis, Schiff 
persuades this reader that Chadwick 
matters. Among his many contributions to 
our national game, the most important is 
the invention of the scorecard and the 
application of statistics. In addition, 
Chadwick served as rule-maker, historian, 
publicist, promoter, and moralist. Baseball 
historian David Q. Voigt regarded him as a 
modern Moses (7).

Remarkably, this book germinated from 
a five-page term paper at Brooklyn 
College, morphed into an eighty-five-page 
master’s essay, and now happily became a 
book. Professor Schiff highlights 
Chadwick’s multifaceted roles in 
baseball’s evolution principally from the 
British 188 Book Reviews game of 
‘‘rounders,’’ and his prolonged advocacy 
of baseball’s instrumental impact on 
health, sobriety, and morality. The author 
deftly traces Chadwick’s odyssey from 
British roots. Born into a family of radical 
persuasion—his father and grandfather 
were inspired by John Wesley and Jeremy 
Bentham—Chadwick steadily moved to 
the right on the political spectrum. Schiff 
does not allow his affinity for Chad-wick 
to blur his objectivity in charting his 
subject’s growing oppo-sition to 
unionization of baseball players (170), his 
fawning approach to President William 
McKinley (186), and his dogged insistence 
that baseball began in Britain (196 – 200)

Joseph Dorinson

Long Island University

https://www.academia.edu/92323344/_The_Father_of_Baseball_A_Biography_of_Henry_Chadwick?email_work_card=thumbnail

G O  TO  T H E  L I N K  B E LO W  TO  R E A D  T H E  R E S T.

Andrew J. Schiff 

PRESENTER – VBBA 2026 Conference • 
Phoenix, AZ • March 13 - 15, 2026
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In the middle decade of the 19th century, when 
the weather was warm and the light was long, 
workers in the Hutton Brickyards would gather on 
the banks of the Rondout River to enjoy an 
evening chowder supper. Brought together by a 
common purpose (labor), and a common need 
(nourishment), laborers and their families would 
gather together, play games, gossip, gamble, and 
satisfy the gastronomique requirements such 
a hard day's work demands. From this, an 
informal Supper Club emerged.

Brickladen ships, traveling down the 
Hudson River, did not return empty. In 
addition to payment and supplies, they 
carried less tangible cargo culture. 
Those ships brought with them the 
New York Game.

Among the expanse of meadow and 
wildflower abutting the banks of the 
Rondout, the seeds of sport began to 
sprout, soon to produce the fruit that is 
Base Ball.  

At the time it was a democratic game, an 
American Game, where men and women, old and 
young, could step up to the plate with a length of 
lumber, swing at a pitched stitched leather ball, 
and run around the bags until they were safe at 
home. This soon grew into a popular past-time, the 
like of which were enjoyed not only by the 
participants, but by the increasing number of 
spectators, drawn by the pageantry and excitement 
of sport. The return of the Twentieth Regiment not 
only served to increase the number of spectator 

participants, but to provide a fresh pool of young 
sporting talent eager to engage in athletic and 
(peaceful) competition with their tellow 
countrymen.  

As cream to the top rises, so to did the finest 
players of the New York Game. Initially (and 
contextually, the top local players held a common 
consistence with the Brickyard employees Dank 

"Boss" Torres (manager), Elias"Champ" 
Chambers (kiln operator), Taylor "Cap" 

Bruck (engineer), Jacob "Cutter" 
MacEntee (engineer), and Andrew 
"Dutch" Van Vreeland (stone 
sizemologist), all of whom named among 
the notable fieldmen who (among others) 
elected to establish the inaugural 
squadron of the Kingdom Guards, a Base 
Ball Club which adopted in namesake in 
honor of the members of the 120th New 

York Infantry Regiment who were 
mustered to Washington, D.C. in May of 

1865 to protect the Nation's capital. 
Following the abrupt and tragic death in an 

industrial accident of Chambers (whose remains 
are rumored to be conglomerated with the material 
comprising the bricks were used to construct the 
Brooklyn Bridge), and the incarceration of 
MacEntee of fomenting rebellion in the disputed 
Mesquite

In the bricklaying trade, the person who 
manages stones being separated and determines 
based on size, whether they are classified as rocks 
or pebbles. 

I L LU ST RAT E D  V I N TAG E  BAS E  BA L L  P RI M E R

AN ABBREVIATED ORIGIN OF THE
KINGSTON GUARDS BASE BALL CLUB

WHEREIN FICTION IS INTERMINGLED WITH FACT SO AS TO
GIVE A MORE SPIRTUALLY TRUTHFUL ACCOUNT OF EVENTS



The best bowl of soup in Kingston, 
New York – the Hudson Valley 
municipality that once served as the 
capital of the Empire State – can’t be 
found on any menu. It can’t be ordered 
from any restaurant, nor will any 
delivery app bring it to your door. And 
you can forget about buying from any 
green grocer or delicatessen. The only 
way to get your mitts on a bowl of 
Kingston’s best soup is to become a 
Friend of the Guard. The Kingston 
Guards Vintage Base Ball Club, to be 
specific, an 1860s rules team entering its 
fifth year of play. Those lucky enough to 
have caught a Guards home game this 
past summer know that the experience 
doesn’t stop after the bottom of the 
ninth. To many, the game is just a 
pretense for working up a hunger for one 
of the Guards’ now-signature post-game 

chowder banquets.
As any good stitch counter will tell 

you, chowder was once as synonymous 
with our National Pastime as peanuts 
and Cracker Jack. In 1843, The 
Magnolia Club Ball of New York 
encouraged fans to blow off work on a 
Thursday, promoting their game at 
Hoboken’s Elysian Fields with a 
newspaper ad promising base ball at one 
o’clock with a chowder to follow at four. 
Similar enticements were run in papers 
throughout the late 19th century with 
ball clubs, church groups, union halls 
and all manner of social clubs offering 
afternoons of base ball to all and 
chowder for those willing to bring a bowl 
and a spoon.

It’s this spirit that the Kingston 
Guards, the flagship franchise in the 
burgeoning Ulster County Vintage Base 

Ball Association, seek to carry on with 
their post-game spreads, albeit with some 
concessions made to the modern palate. 
Whereas 19th century chowders were a 
hearty melange of available animal 
proteins simmered in fat and thickened 
with crumbled-up hardtack, the Guards 
stick to a traditional New England clam 
recipe concocted by center fielder Drew 
“Dutch” Vreeland, one of the team’s 
inaugural members and a 20-year 
veteran of some of the Hudson Valley’s 
most popular restaurants.

To all that find themselves passing 
through the Hudson Valley this summer, 
the Guards cordially invite you to 
partake in both a ball game and a 
banquet. For those teams who wish to 
help with the post-game chowder 
revival, we offer an adaptation of Mr. 
Vreeland’s patented recipe below.

CHOWDERHEADS
New York’s Kingston Guards Seek to 
Revive Another 19th Century Base 
Ball Tradition, One Ladle at a Time

Drew "Dutch" Vreeland 

Brock "Badger" Mahan– Vice P East Region Trustee

Dutch’s Own New England Clam Chowder

Ingredients:
• 1 lb Bacon (Thick cut)
• 3 Qt. Potatoes* (Russet)
• 2 Qt. Onions* (Yellow)
• 2 Qt. Celery* (Green)
• 64 Oz. Clams (Bumblebee, 

canned in water)
• 2 Bulbs Garlic
• 3-4 Sticks Butter
• Flour
• Chicken Stock
• Heavy Cream

*small dice, <= ¼ inch

Seasonings (To Taste):
• Salt (Morton’s Coarse Kosher Salt) 

← this is the only correct salt
• Black Pepper
• Old Bay
• Thyme (fresh is always better, dried 

is perfectly fine)
• Worcestershire (Lea & Perrins) ← 

this is the only correct 
Worcestershire sauce

• Bay Leaves

Procedure:
In a large pot (or Dutch Oven), 
cook bacon until crisp; reserve 
grease. Once bacon has cooled, 
chop fine. Add garlic, onion, and 
celery to the cooking pot and 
simmer in bacon grease until 
onions are translucent. Add 
potatoes and continue to simmer 
for several more minutes, 
stirring often. Add salt.
If using canned clams, drain and 
reserve juices; chop clams.
Melt butter with simmering 
vegetables. Once butter is 
melted, sprinkle in flour, stirring 
frequently, until the contents are 
evenly coated. Gradually add 
clam juice, stirring constantly, 
allowing the soup to thicken. 
Continue to gradually add 

chicken stock, and finish with 
heavy cream once desired 
consistency is reached. Add 
Seasonings to taste. Add more 
salt.
Cook on medium-to-low heat, 
stirring often, while contents 
continue to thicken. Once 
potatoes are cooked thoroughly 
(fork-tender), add chopped 
clams and bacon. Cook for 
another 5-10 minutes, and adjust 
seasonings as needed. Add salt 
again.

Serve immediately with a 
generous amount of oyster 
crackers, crusty bread, beer, and 
companions. Bon Appetit!

Drew “Dutch” Vreeland, 
@manofthyme

*Adjust measurements and ratios to 
appropriate quantity and desired 
taste.
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Vintage Base Ball Association

Waiver of Responsibility, Release, Assump/on 
of Risk & Indemnity Agreement

As recommended by the VBBA insurance company.

For and in consideration of the undersigned participant's registration with the Vintage Base Ball
Association, participant waives releases and relinquishes any and all claims for liability and cause(s) of action, 
Including for personal injury, property damage or wrongful death occurring to participant arising out of 
participation in the VBBA, the sport of baseball and/or activities incidental thereto, whenever or however they 
occur and for such activities may continue, and by this agreement any such claims, rights, and causes of action 
that participant may have hereby waived, released and relinquished, and participant does so on behalf of their 
heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.

Participant acknowledges, understands, and assumes all risks relating to baseball and activities incidental thereto, 
and understands that baseball and activities incidental thereto involve risks to participant's person including 
bodily injury, partial or total disability, paralysis and death, and damages that may arise therefrom and that he has 
full knowledge of, and that he has full knowledge of said risks. These risks and dangers may be caused by the 
negligence of the participant or the negligence of others, including the VBBA, its affiliates, members, event hosts, 
other participants, coaches, officials, sponsors, advertisers, owners and operators of the premises used to conduct 
any event and each of them, their officers, directors, agents and employees (collectively, "releases"), and include 
risks rising from the conditions and use of baseball fields and related premises. I further acknowledge that there 
may be risks and dangers not known to us or not reasonably foreseeable at this time.

Participant acknowledges, understands and assumes the risks, if any, arising from the conditions and use of 
baseball fields and related premises, whether as a participant or a spectator, including without limitation, the risk 
of being hit by a thrown or batted ball or a bat or other baseball object, the risk of being run into by another 
participant and the risk of tripping over baseball

Participant further acknowledges and understands that included within the scope of this waiver and release is any 
cause of action (including any cause of action based on negligence) arising from the performance, or failure to 
perform, maintenance, inspection, supervision or control of said areas and for the failure to warn of dangerous 
conditions existing at said fields, for negligent selection of certain releases, or negligent supervision or instruction 
of releases.

Participant agrees if any claim for personal injury or wrongful death is commenced against releasees, he/she shall 
defend indemnify and save harmless from any and all claims or causes of action by whomever or wherever made or 
presented for his/her personal injuries, property damage or wrongful death. Participant acknowledges that he has 
been provided and has read the above paragraphs and has not relied on any representations of releases, that he is 
fully advised of the potential dangers of baseball and understands that these waivers and releases are necessary to 
allow vintage base ball to exist in its present form.

THE BASE BALL PLAYER'S CHRONICLE | 17

Participant     Signature     Print Name    Birth Date Date




